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 PRELUDE   

 

 OPENING SENTENCES 
 

The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
  

  HYMN 12 (see page 4)                 Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise          ST. DENIO 

 

  PRAYER 
 

Eternal God,  

our strength and our comfort,  

our hope and our help,  

your love cares for us in life  

and watches over us in death. 

We praise you for the great company  

of all those who have kept the faith,  

finished their race,  

and who now rest from their labor.  

Especially we thank you for Shirley, 

whom you have now received into your presence.  

We are grateful for all she gave us,  

for the memories that will abide with us, 

and for the assurance that she lives forever  

in the peace and joy of your unending love. 

Take from us now our regrets and sorrows,  

and grant us your grace, we pray,  

that as we face the mystery of death 

we may see the light of eternity,  

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

silent prayer 
 

Holy One, in your mercy. Hear our prayer. 
  

  DECLARATION   
 

    PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
 

 OLD TESTAMENT READINGS     
 

Psalm 23 
Psalm 139:1-18 

 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

  HYMN 327 (see page 5) From All That Dwell Below the Skies       LASST UNS ERFREUEN 

 

    NEW TESTAMENT READINGS    
  

Colossians 3:12-17 

Philippians 4:4-9 
Romans 8:31-39 

 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
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  HYMN 774  (see page 6)            There Is Now a New Creation   STUTTGART 

 

 SERMON 
 

 SOLO I’ve Got Peace like a River 
 

 PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION 
 

    THE LORD’S PRAYER                                             
 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

 hallowed be Thy name.   

Thy Kingdom come,  

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   

Give us this day our daily bread,  

 and forgive us our debts,  

 as we forgive our debtors.   

And lead us not into temptation,  

 but deliver us from evil;  

 for Thine is the Kingdom, and the power,  

 and the glory forever.  Amen. 
 

  HYMN 39 (see page 7) Great Is Thy Faithfulness      FAITHFULNESS 

 

  COMMENDATION 
 

  BLESSING 
 

  RECESSIONAL     

 

O God, send me anywhere,  
only go with me. 

Lay any burden on me,  
only sustain me. 

Sever any tie,  
but the tie that binds me to Thy service 

 and to Thy heart.  
 

Following the service, everyone is invited to a reception  

in the Gathering Area adjacent to the Sanctuary. 
 

 

Worship Leaders 
 

The Rev. Dr. John W. Wurster 

The Rev. Dr. Fairfax Fair 

 

Matthew Dirst, organist 

Julia Fox, soloist 



4 

 

HYMN 12   Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise          ST. DENIO 

Return to page 2 
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HYMN 327 From All That Dwell Below the Skies       LASST UNS ERFREUEN 

Return to page 2 
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HYMN 774             There Is Now a New Creation   STUTTGART 

Return to page 3 
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 HYMN 39                    Great Is Thy Faithfulness      FAITHFULNESS 

Return to page 3 
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Shirley Woodell Coffman died on December 29th, 2023 at sunset from compli-

cations of melanoma. She was born in Beaumont, Texas on October 5, 1934. 

Her parents were Elmer L. Woodell and Augusta Forster Woodell. She was pre-

ceded in death by her parents, her sister Barbara W. Thompson, and her daugh-

ter Amy Elizabeth Coffman. 

 

Shirley was a wife, mother, grandmother, social worker, quilter, gardener, book-

worm and Christian who believed life was a gift. 

 

She is survived by her husband of 67 years, Rev. Thomas Stewart Coffman; daughter Ann C. Frautschi, 

and her husband, Christopher Frautschi; granddaughters, Amy Frautschi and her husband, Gopal 

Athreya, Paloma, Lily, and Shirley Ann; niece, Karen Butler and her husband, Robin; nephew, Scott 

Thompson and his wife, Becky; and many cousins and friends. 

 

The family would like to extend a special thanks to the many caregivers and medical professionals at the 

Medical Clinic of Houston and MD Anderson Hospital who did so much for Shirley in recent years. We 

appreciate their thoughtful care for Shirley and will be forever grateful.  In lieu of flowers, memorial do-

nations may be made to The Shirley Woodell Coffman Scholarship at the Lamar University Foundation, 

PO Box 11500 Beaumont, Texas 77710.  

 

 
 

God be in my head, 
and in my understanding; 

God be in mine eyes, 
and in my looking; 

God be in my heart, 
and in my thinking; 
God be at mine end, 
and at my departing. 


