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By Hope Wilmarth 

Nidhal Aldarraji joined St. Philip May 15, by transfer from 
Westminster Presbyterian Church in Buffalo, NY. I first met Nidhal 
via zoom in the fall of 2020. She is a member of the Women’s 
Empowerment Group at Interfaith Ministries, although she is not 
one of their refugee clients. IM had asked me to volunteer once a 
week to talk to Nidhal for 30 minutes, via zoom, so that Nidhal 
could improve her English skills.  
 

We continued this practice, reading These Days together, until Nidhal recently got a 
job as a teacher’s assistant in a pre school near her apt. We still zoom to read These 
Days together and talk about the devotional presented for the day. 
 

Nidhal is from Iraq. Her family remains there, except for her youngest daughter who 
is studying pharmacology here in Houston. She lives with Nidhal. Nidhal and her 
daughter first went to Buffalo, NY where a cousin resides. Nidhal befriended 
wonderful women at Westminster Presbyterian Church in Buffalo and was baptized. 
But Buffalo was just too cold for her daughter so they came to Houston. 
 

Nidhal is seeking asylum in this country. While still in Iraq, Nidhal and her family 
were threatened when Nidhal showed interest in a Christian church there. The threats 
to her family in Iraq continue. Nidhal’s family supports her conversion to Christianity 
and her seeking asylum here. The separation is not easy on any of them. Nidhal has 
been attending St. Philip by zoom and came in person for the first time on Easter 
morning. 
 

Nidhal is a wonderful seamstress and has joined the St. Philip Stitchers. During the 
pandemic she made some of our small quilts for House of Tiny Treasures.  
 

Nidhal’s lives in the SW part of town. If her daughter cannot drive her to church, 
Nidhal takes two buses. When she met with the session on May 15, members asked 
what they could do to help her….”just love” she replied with her hand on her heart 
and her beautiful smile on her face. St. Philip is already welcoming her to this 
community, and I know we will find ways to help her grow in her faith. 

Welcome to St. Philip! 

SECOND SUNDAYS Intergenerational Faith Formation at St. Philip—Breakfast and 
Banners – The Education Committee invites everyone to join on Sunday, July 10, at 
9:45 a.m. in the Gathering Area for a time of family fellowship and intergenerational 
learning. We will have a few minutes for conversation and breakfast treats, then make 
our way to the Sanctuary for conversation and sharing about our wonderful collection 
of banners. Marcia James and Hope Wilmarth, the creators of many St. Philip ban-
ners, will be our presenters.  All ages welcome as we learn about various banners 
and how they are were created. 
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WOMEN’S MONTHLY BOOK CLUB—

 The next meeting is July 14 and we 
will discuss Caste: The Origins of Our Discontents by Isabel 
Wilkerson. Watch your email for details of the next meet-
ing. If you have any questions or concerns, please contact 
Nina Lambright at:  nnl@lambrightlaw.com.  
 

T H E  F O L L O W I N G  L E A R N I N G /
DISCUSSION OPPORTUNITIES ARE ON A 
BREAK FOR THE SUMMER: 

• Midweek Bible Study with John Wurster 

• Presbyterian Men’s Weekly Fellowship 

• Social Justice Study Group  

• Adult Bible Study Class 

• Presbyterian Women Circles 

• Children’s Sunday School Classes  
 

CHURCH & SOCIETY SUMMER FOURTH 
TUESDAYS  -  June 28, July 26, and Aug. 23 - Begin-
ning Tuesday, June 28, when we’ll meet by Zoom at 7:00 
p.m. - 8:00 p.m. for a presentation by Dr. Dan Cohan, as-
sociate professor of environmental engineering at Rice 
Univ., and Judith Hiott, chair of the St. Philip Peace & 
Social Justice Committee. “Everything You Ever Wanted to 
Ask Dr. Dan Cohan About the Climate Crisis” will give us an 
opportunity to learn about a three-part approach to a clean 
energy future. Cohan is the author of  Confronting Climate 
Gridlock - How Diplomacy, Technology, & Policy Can Unlock a 
Clean Energy Future. Email Mickey Meyers if you would like 
to join any of the classes:  

churchsociety_stphilip@comcast.net. 
 

SECOND SUNDAYS Intergenerational Faith Formation at 
St. Philip—Breakfast and Banners – July 10—The Educa-
tion Committee invites everyone to join on Sunday, July 
10, at 9:45 a.m. in the Gathering Area for a time of family 
fellowship and intergenerational learning. We will have a 
few minutes for conversation and breakfast treats, then 
make our way to the Sanctuary for conversation and shar-
ing about our wonderful collection of banners. Marcia 
James and Hope Wilmarth, the creators of many St. Philip 
banners, will be our presenters.  All ages welcome as we 
learn about various banners and how they are were creat-
ed. 

NURSERY CARE IS AVAILABLE  
THROUGHOUT SUNDAY MORNINGS 

8:30 a.m.—12:30 p.m. Infants to age 4 are invited to our 
Nursery which is staffed by professional childcare provid-
ers.  Please find our Nursery in Room 106 of the Educa-
tion Building along the Sunday School Classroom hallway 
on the first floor.  An usher or a greeter will be happy to 
direct you there. 

 

Children ages 3 - Grade 5 are invited to join in a day of 
learning at Vacation Bible School on July 16. Our time will 
be filled with bible lessons, drama, music, mission activities 
and more! Come and explore the story of the Feeding 
5,000 -- God's Gifts Shared in Abundance! Visit our web-
site to sign up, and contact omar@saintphilip.net if you 
have any questions or are interested in volunteering.  

Register on the church website: Saintphilip.net. 

Contrary to what you may think there is no one person 
behind the curtain like in Oz that maintains the Church 
Office of St. Philip.  There is Micah Meyers—art director; 
Denise Ferrell—bookkeeper (remotely); myself, Lorrie 
Castle—office manager and a team of volunteers that help 
at the front desk and managing many tasks.  Thank you to 
the regulars: Tom Cavanaugh, Jan Meyer, Sue Howard, 
Cynthia Shoupe, and Sandra Truxillo.  The on-call team 
includes: Stephen Paine, Jane Lee, Sara Jean Jackson, and 
Nadene & Jim Crain.  If you would like to join the ranks 
and help by answering phone calls, receiving visitors, and 
helping with various office tasks please email or call me.  
Your commitment is 3.5 hours 9–12:30 or 12:30—4.  You 
can choose to return weekly, or volunteer for one day eve-
ry other week.  Great opportunity to learn more about the 
workings of St. Philip, fill your days, and serve the church. 

Lorrie@saintphilip.net or 713-622-4807 

mailto:omar@saintphilip.net
http://saintphilip.net/VBS_SUMMER_2022.html
mailto:lorrie@saintphilip.net?subject=Office%20Volunteer
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To our July 

birthdays have a 

wonderful day. 

Presbyterian Children’s Homes and Services 
(PCHAS) provides Christ-centered care and support to 
children and families in need. Each year, we hold an annual 
Back-To-School drive for our kids heading to school in the 
fall. Please consider sponsoring a portion of school sup-
plies, child’s clothes or shoes. 

Clothing Needs for Foster Care:  a complete list of specif-
ic items are listed on saintphilip.net, but the Mission Commit-
tee recommends new gift cards from Target or Walmart as an 
alternative. 

 
 

School Supply Lists : 

Locations & Times: 

• Option 1: Before & After Sunday Worship until 12:30. 
The Collection Box will be in the Gathering Area 

• Option 2: 10:30 - 11:00 (before Sunday Worship) 
Drive through & drop off at the port a cochere (just 
off San Felipe) outside the sanctuary. 

Thank You! 

Anti-bacterial hand sanitizer-     
8 oz. bottle 

Backpacks 
Baby Wipes 
Clorox Wipes 
Colored Pencils 
Composition Books 
Copy/Printer Paper 
Crayola Markers, 24 ct 
Crayons (24 count) 
Elmer's Glue Bottle, 4 oz 
Pink Erasers 
Expo Dry-Erase Markers 
Folders, various colors 
Purple Glue Sticks 
Highlighter Markers 

Kleenex Box 
Manila Construction Paper 
No. 2 Pencils, 12 ct 
Pencil box 
Pencil Sharpener 
Rest Blanket (with pillow 
attached) 
Ruler, 12 inch 
Sharp Scissors, Fiskars 5" 
White Binder, 1" 
Ziploc Bags: Gallon Size 
Lunch Box/Bag 
Pkg Wide Ruled Paper 
Headphones (not Earbuds) 
Spiral Notebook  

1 Sally Alcorn 

1 Mike Gabel 

1 Walker Fair 

1 Kate Dickinson-Varner 

2 Amye Webster 

4 William Rowe 

5 Selena Brinegar 

5 Allyssa Lewis 

7 Abigail Lee 

8 Carla Burns 

8 Tyler Keever 

9 Nolan Arnes 

9 Gil Thompson 

9 Piper Dees 

10 John Boone 

10 Lorraine Scott 

11 Bev Hudson 

12 Fairfax Fair 

12 Ashton Fair 

13 Connie Mayfield 

13 Gene McKelvey 

14 Laura Lomax-Bream 

15 Barbara Runge 

15 Angela Fulcher 

16 Cindy Dees 

16 Joan Boelens 

16 Emily Owen 

17 Julieana Nichols-Lawson 

18 Gary Gardner 

19 Cindy Pope 

19 Fort Flowers 

19 Leah Bream 

21 Diana Herzog 

21 Melanie White 

22 Bob McHone 

22 Ev-ie Keever 

23 Austin Lippincott 

23 Sydney Benard 

24 Martha Hargraves 

25 Bill Lee 

25 Lexey Fender 

26 Ken Meyers 

26 Sharon Coufal 

27 David Itz 

29 David Dees 

29 Bill O'Dell 

29 Abigail Flowers 

31 Arlette Keene 

http://saintphilip.net/Announcements/Mission%20page%20updates/PCHAS/SPPCBTS.pdf
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On Thursday, July 14, the PrimeTimers will visit the Museum of Fine Arts to tour the M.C. Escher exhibition. We will be 
given a complimentary private tour of the exhibit by its curator, Dr. Dena Woodall, an extended member of the St. Philip 
family. We may also have some extra time to visit other parts of the museum as schedule permits. From the MFA’s website: 
 

The MFAH hosts the largest and most comprehensive exhibition of works by M.C. Escher ever presented. Virtual Reali-
ties features more than 400 prints, drawings, watercolors, printed fabrics, constructed objects, wood and linoleum blocks, 
lithographic stones, sketchbooks, and the artist’s working tools. The artist’s singular, sometimes unsettling works, with 
their orchestration of multi-dimensional alternate realities, have become icons of the 20th century. Escher’s imagery 
evolved from realistic observations of the world to inventions from his imagination that explore the relationships be-
tween art and science, order and disorder, and logic and irrationality. Interactive auxiliary rooms, where visitors may play 
with optical illusions, accompany the exhibition. 
 

We will depart from the St. Philip parking lot at 10:30 a.m. After our tour, we will have lunch at the museum’s Café Leonelli 
before returning to the church.  There is no cost for the tour, but bring money for lunch. Space is limited. Please call the 
church by Tuesday, July 5 to reserve your spot.  Contact omar@saintphilip.net with any questions.  

  
The PrimeTimers are a group of senior St. Philip members and friends (55+) who plan and participate in fellowship, mission, 
and educational events. Our group visits museums, attends dramatic and musical performances, and travels to interesting and 
historic sites in the state.  

Since 1986, CCSC has delivered grade-appropriate school 
supplies and a clothing voucher to low income students 
through its Back To School program.  Your volunteer ef-
forts and donations are an important part of this pro-
gram.  On July 30, 2022, CCSC will host a community 
event where volunteers assemble supply packages.  On 
August 5-6, 2022, volunteers will assist clients with picking 
up school supplies and clothing vouchers in a drive-
through.   
  

It only costs $50 to supply a child with a comprehensive 
school supply packet and a clothing voucher; however, 
donations in any amount are appreciated. 
  

For more information on how to register for these 
Back To School events, contact the Youth Services Manag-
er at 713-961-3993 ext. 326 or seasonal@ccschouston.org. 

mailto:omar@saintphilip.net
mailto:seasonal@ccschouston.org
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IN OUR PRAYERS  
 

St. Philippians and their families—Don Davis; Janet Martin; Richard Johnson; Sid Wells; Lane Fletcher; Amye Webster; Tom 
Sands; Mary Sinderson; Susan Huffman; Jan Ostendorf; Roderick James; Lee Larkin; Bill Slick; Don Padgett; Steve Adger; 
Judith Crane; Shirley Coffman; Ellen MacDonald; Arlette Keene; CJ Miller; Mezgebe Gebray; Ryan Willis—son of Robin and 
Gary Willis; Alma Fonseca- mother of Angelina Fonseca; Darryl Cazes—brother of Pam Taylor; Ann Perkins Cloud—cousin 
of Stephen Paine; Carol Paine Kendrick—sister of Stephen Paine; John Anderson—brother of Tom Anderson; Mac & 
Beverly Wilson—parents of Butch Wilson; Vera Moore—mother of Chuck Johnson; Sarah—cousin of Sam Fisher; Shirley 
Boggus—grandmother of Omi Ford;  Dona & Alan Rowe—mother and his father - William Rowe; Elizabeth Carlton 
Lithio—granddaughter of Jeanie Flowers and Warner Fassnidge - Brian Webster’s stepfather. 
  

Homebound—John Bobbitt; Paulie Carlson; Kitty Curry; George Helland; Jean Nelson; Joyce Randolf; George and Larraine 
Scott; Marion Takehara; and Jody Tomforde.  
  

Friends of St. Philippians— The family of Dahr Jamail, friend of the Church & Society Class; Bill Dixon – friend of Tina Bryan; 
Matt Scalapino—friend of Stephen Paine; Shirley Stubblefield—friend of Barbara Runge; Clayton Amacker—friend of Peg 
Palisin and Gary Gardner. 
   

We also pray for health care workers, first responders, and caregivers; for those who are sick; and for those who watch and wait. 
  

If you have a pastoral care need or a prayer request you would like to share, please email deacons@saintphilip.net. 
 
 
Pledge payments, communion gifts and other gifts to support the Church can be made anytime through our website (http://
saintphilip.net/), text “SPPC” to 73256 and follow the prompts, or sent to the Church Office at 4807 San Felipe, Houston, 
TX 77056.   Pledge cards are being accepted in the Church Office or you can make your pledge in MyStPhilip. 
 

St. Philip changed broker services to Frost Bank in the beginning of 2021. We ask you to call: 
Yvette Webb at Frost Bank – 713-388-1231 for transaction information.  Our new account number is #037-293183. 

 

Please let the bookkeeper know you are making a stock donation.  You may email bookkeeper@saintphilip.net. 
 

If you have any questions, you may always contact Ada Fuller at 713-306-8267 or amariepoet@gmail.com. 

If you have any comments or suggestions for the Philip-Eye, please send them to: 
 philipeye@saintphilip.net or call 713-622-4807 and ask for Lorrie. 

4807 San Felipe,  Houston, TX 77056 
Phone: 713.622.4807     Fax: 713.622.5405     www.saintphilip.net 

Next edition: July 5;  Deadline July 5—7:30 a.m. 
Stay connected with regular emails from the pastors until then. 

The Session has decided to ease our masking requirements. It is possible that conditions could change, and at some point we 
may be advised to return to asking everyone to mask; but for now we can be "mask-optional" for our gatherings at St. 
Philip.  We expect that some of us will opt to continue masking for any number of reasons, including our own health status 
or our proximity to vulnerable people. While we are no longer requiring masks, we support those who choose to wear them. 

mailto:deacons@saintphilip.net?subject=Prayer%20Request
http://saintphilip.net/
http://saintphilip.net/
mailto:bookkeeper@saintphilip.net?subject=Stock%20Option
mailto:amariepoet@gmail.com
mailto:philipeye@saintphilip.net?subject=Philip-Eye

