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THE ABCs OF LGBTQIA+

by Lorrie Castle

St. Philipds Peacemaking and Soci al
on matters of gender and sexual identity. St. Philip is a mEmmraoft bdtvihek

of PresbyteramdViore Light Presbytemaganizations that work for the full inclusior
persons of all gender and sexual identities in the church and in society.

Continuing with our LGBTQ series, in this article we will guide you tigendgr
identity. Once again, we are grateful to the Rev. Brian Ellison, executive director of
Covenant Network of Presbyterians, for this information.

Gender idenBtg set of social, psychological, and emotional traits, often influenced by
societal expectations that <classify a

Sexs a description of our biological anatomy.
Gendes a matter of selinderstandirig how we identify.

Gender identi@scribes what set of physical, emotional, or cultural traits we most
sdentidyi with.«<Gender identity is:

A Understood to be the result of a variety of factors, rather than a conscious choice
by an individual,

A On a spectrum (vs. binary, i.e., purely one thing or another); it can evolve and be
fluid;

A\ Not necessarily visible to others; and

A Not necessarily related to sexual orientation (who a person is attracted to
emotionally or physically).

These are sdtientifying terms that describe feelings and emotions, not behavior.
CisgendBWh en a personds gender identity m

TransgenédVh en a personds gender identity
otransgender, 6 or oOtrans, 0 not oOotrans
hormones or have surgery to identify as transgender, aedérappropriate to ask
someone whether they have had surgical interventions. While seitentified

people choose to have medical or surgical interventions, these interventions in no w

0l egitimized someoneds trans identity
Gender nbmarpWhen a persond6s gender identit
completely with male or female. [-Al so
binary persons wusually use Othey/thei

Other Words to Know

QueerA catchall term that many persons in the LGBTQ community of diverse
sexual orientations and gender identity prefer, which intentionally does not specify a
orientation. 0 Qiraeymersors,ahose with rr eaotviag selfo n
understanding, and inclusive community in general. cont.


https://covnetpres.org/
https://covnetpres.org/
https://mlp.org/
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cont.
IntersexPeople whose biological anatomy is not entirely

male or female (previously understood as
Ohermaphrodited). These i$f n(W|LEJk\1/\,/Ko
develop naturally in puberty, biological sex characteristics "D \

that are not typically male or female.

QuestioniddPersons who are in a process of exploration ¢
and who might be unsure, still exploring, or concerned
about applying a social label to themselves for various
reasons.

Alliesd Anyonecan be an ally to the LGBTQ community
by attempting to educate themselves about gender and
sexuality issues; working to reduce homophobia and
transphobia in themselves, their families, and their
communities; and doing their best to support LGBTQ
persons in politics, society, and culture.

In our next article we will guide you through a brief histor
of how Presbyterians have addressed the ordination of
LGBTQ persons, and the definition of marriage to include
LGBTQ persons, through the General Assembly [the
churchwide council of the PC(USA)] @hd Book of Order
(the denominationds constitutjion).

YOUR HELP Is NEEDED
St. Philip has been active in doing our part to reduce atmospheric
carbon dioxide. Over 100 solar panels were installed on the roof{ of the
Education Building almost one year ago. They supply 25% of the
electricity needs of the both the Education Building and Sanctuary. If you missed the Eartha@anednaikApril 17,
you missed seeing other ways the church is striving
that needs to be done but we need your input to know the direction you would have us go. If you have NOT ali
completed the Earth Care survey, please do so now by clicking the link below and completing the short survey.
answers are important for they will help guide the church forward. Thank you for your responses.
St. Philip Earth Care Survey April 2021 (surveymonkey.com)

HORIZON BOOKS

The order for Hori zon Study Boof 0 s
Circles wildl be sent in soon. | f ano
please let Lorrie Castlelor(ie@saintphilip.npt or Jan Meyer
(Ismeyer9990@gmail.coknow. Also please indicate if you want a reg
($10) or large ($15) print copy.
Welcome to the 2022022 Presbyterian Womentorizons Bible
study, What My Grandmothers Taught Me: Learning from the Women in
Mat t hewbés Geneal ogy of Jesus ‘
Tamar, Rahab, Ruth, Bathsheba, andiMidatthew names these women f ‘ .
a reason. How might Jesus have heard the stories of his grandmother RIS
might the young Jesus have felt as he heard about his family? What n <SR s ‘ d
stories of these women have added to his sense of identity, as pa | TR
particular family in a particular time and place? What M5 6}"&”4&4’10’6’46!"8
Have you thought about Jesusd gr r)" l’lM can
of-the-Faith teach us? Their stories will lead us into the gospel, the goo augnt Me
about Jesus Christ. By exploring these stories together, we will have Learning from the Women in
idea of what the good news is. Matthew’s Genealogy of Jesus

By Merryl Blair

With Suggestions for Leaders by Magdalena . Garcia



https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/9RQY9CB
mailto:lorrie@saintphilip.net?subject=PW%20Horizon
mailto:jsmeyer9990@gmail.com

