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The Alternative Market (AM)
provides an Advent opportunity
to dedicate some of our holiday
giving toward doing God’s work
in the world. In this season of
preparation for the birth of the
Christ child, consider making a
donation in honor of friends or
family to one or more of the
good causes represented in the
market.
COVID-19 caused us to have to
think a little outside the box this
year to make the market happen.
But COVID-19 has also created
even greater needs in our
community and among our mission partners. Many non-profits and mission
agencies are grappling with significantly increased needs among their clients as
well as added costs due to COVID precautions. At the same time, many have
had to cancel their normal fundraising events, making budgets tighter. This
has been an anxious year, but with “open minds, willing hands, and generous
hearts,” we can help support our partners and neighbors.
On November 29 we invite you to go to the St. Philip website
(saintphilip.net) and look for the AM icon (see above pic) and click on it; this
link will be available through December 6. You will be taken to a page where
you will find a curated group of our mission partners, representing each of
Mission Committee’s focal areas of Caring, Feeding, and Teaching that are
participating in the Market. The Market allows you to make a single payment
to St. Philip, and your donation will be distributed to the organizations in the
market as you designate. You may donate in any amount to one or more of
these organizations, using either the secure giving portal on the website, in
MyStPhilip, or by making a hard-copy AM list and sending it, with your check,
to the church office.
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THE BEACON: This mission
partner serves the Houston
homeless community through
daily services, civil legal aid,
counseling and mentoring, and
access to housing. Their mission, especially vital during
this challenging time, is to provide essential and next-step
services to restore hope and help end homelessness in
Houston. You can find out more about IMGH at https://
www.imgh.org/
Your donations of any amount will go to support the
Beacon’s integrated approach to homelessness in Houston
and will provide “so much more than a meal.”
In the giving portal, look for “Beacon” in the dropdown menu to
send your gift to this partner.
C H R I S T I A N
COMMUNITY SERVICE
CENTER (CCSC): CCSC,
founded by an ecumenical
group of churches in 1980, serves the poor, hungry,
disabled, and otherwise needy while respecting their
religious, ethnic or cultural differences. CCSC was created
out of faith, and founded in the belief that we are called to
help all God’s children heart to heart and hand in hand.
Its programs include emergency services, employment
preparation, and direct outreach to children and youth. As
a long-standing member congregation, St. Philip has
supported CCSC’s programs with volunteers as well as
mission grants. You can find out more about CCSC at
their website: https://www.ccschouston.org/
Your gifts in any amount will go toward CCSC’s Jingle Bell
Express program, which provides gifts for children in
need. Here is an idea of what your gift might support:
• $10 A soccer ball for a child
• $20 A Hot Wheels race track; a LEGO building kit; or a
LeapFrog plush toy (ages 1-2)
• $25 An art set or wireless headphones
• $30 A dinosaur figures and play mat set; a jewelrymaking kit; or a beginner skateboard
• $40 A deluxe art kit; a set of soccer goals; or a
construction vehicles play set
In the giving portal, look for “CCSC” in the dropdown menu to
send your gift to this partner.
INTERFAITH MINISTRIES FOR
GREATER HOUSTON: For more than fifty
years, this important mission partner has united
people of all faiths to provide services to
citizens of the Greater Houston area. St. Philip
has supported the distribution of hundreds of
shelf-stable meals through the Meals on Wheels
program ahead of this year’s hurricane season. You can
find out more about IMGH at https://www.imgh.org/
Your donations of any amount will go toward providing

holiday meals to home bound seniors of the Greater
Houston area through the Meals on Wheels program.
• A gift of $25 feeds a senior for one week
• A gift of $100 feeds a senior for one month
In the giving portal, look for “IMGH” in the dropdown menu to
send your gift to this partner.
KIDS
AGAINST
HUNGER: St. Philip
has for over 10 years participated as a local satellite of this
national humanitarian organization, whose mission is to
provide fully nutritious meals to children and families
experiencing food insecurity or hunger. Our St. Philip
satellite purchases the ingredients for nutritionally
balanced, protein-rich, easy-to-prepare rice casserole;
volunteers from St. Philip, with help from other groups,
pack the ingredients into packages that make 6 servings
(meals) each. These packages are distributed to children
and families in need through Kids Meals and other
agencies in the Houston area, where food insecurity is
high. The St. Philip packing team, currently led by Butch
Wilson, has packed 1.4 million meals (233,333 packages)
since 2009. We will start packing again once it is safe to do
so. You can find out more about Kids Against Hunger
here: https://www.kidsagainsthunger.org/

Kids Against Hunger

Your gift in any amount will help purchase supplies to
make meal packages
• $10 fills about 12 packages (72 meals)
• $25 fills about 29 packages (174 meals)
• $40 fills about 47 packages (282 meals)
In the giving portal, look for “KidsAgainstHunger” in the
dropdown menu to send your gift to this partner.
LIVING WATERS FOR THE
WORLD: Since 1993, this vital
mission partner has shared clean
water with over 1,000 communities
across 26 countries. Today the
ministry is focused within 11 networked regions: Cuba,
Ghana, Honduras, Southeast Mexico, Dominican
Republic, Nicaragua, El Salvador, Haiti, Peru, and Yucatán
Mexico. St. Philippians are regularly involved with the
installation and training of community leaders in
maintaining water purification systems. Clean water is
especially vital for the prevention of the spread of COVID
-19. You can find out more about Living Waters
at https://www.LivingWatersForTheWorld.org
Your gift in any amount will help bring clean water to a
community in need. $60 supports clean water for an entire
family for a year.

(Continued)

In the giving portal, look for “LivingWaters” in the dropdown
menu to send your gift to this partner.
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MO Ranch: Presbyterian Mo-Ranch
Assembly is a conference and retreat center
near and dear to the hearts of St. Philippians
and the site of our yearly church retreats.
Since 1949, Mo-Ranch has served as a sacred
and transformative place for those who retreat to the Hill
Country for worship, fellowship, relaxation and renewal.
You can find out more about Mo Ranch at https://
www.moranch.org/
Your donations of any amount will apply to Mo-Ranch’s
greatest needs and the continuance of this beloved retreat
center.

In the giving portal, look for “MoRanch” in the dropdown menu
to send your gift to this partner.
NEWSPRING:
This
mission partner is a faithbased non-profit dedicated to
making a positive social and
economic impact in the
Spring Branch area of Houston. NewSpring Visual Arts
programs support academic achievement and career
opportunities for high school and college students from
Spring Branch. NewSpring’s Business Edge is a yearlong
program that supports social entrepreneurship and
economic development in the Spring Branch area. These
programs have continued virtually during the pandemic
and will be supported by your donations. You can find
out mor e about NewSpr ing at https://
www.NewspringCenter.org
Your gift in any amount will support NewSpring’s youthfocused programs.
In the giving portal, look for “NewSpring” in the dropdown menu
to send your gift to this partner.
PRESBYTERIAN PAN AMERICAN
SCHOOL: This important mission
partner is a Christian College Preparatory
School that educates and empowers
young adults for leadership in the global
community. Located in Kingsville, TX,
Pan Am School educates students from countries like
Mexico, China, South Korea, Rwanda, Taiwan, Colombia,
and the United States. Students often come from
missionary families and nations suffering significant
violence. Ninety-six percent of the students go on to
college, many of them to Presbyterian colleges, including
Schreiner University in Kerrville. You can find out more
about Presbyterian Pan American School at http://
www.ppas.org
Your gift in any amount will support the mission of this
school and its diverse students.
In the giving portal, look for “PanAmSchool” in the dropdown
menu to send your gift to this partner.

PRESBYTERIAN
C H I L D R E N ’ S
HOMES
AND
SERVICES (PCHAS): This long-time mission partner
strives to serve like Jesus by caring for children and
families in need. PCHAS does this by helping children
find permanent homes and helping families achieve selfsufficiency. In the Houston area, PCHAS serves through
their Child and Family Program, their Foster Care and
Adoption services, and their Single Parent Family housing.
You can find out more about PCHAS at their website:
https://www.pchas.org/

Your gift in any amount will go toward PCHAS’s
Christmas Giving Tree program. Here is an idea of what
your gift might support:
• $10 Toiletries for a child for a month
• $15 One school backpack
• $20 Youth Bible
• $50 Food for a child for a week
• $100 New bicycle
In the giving portal, look for “PCHAS” in the dropdown menu to
send your gift to this partner.

SEAFARERS: The Houston International
Seafarers’ Centers are a “home away from
home” for seafarers visiting the Port of
Houston. The two centers have served over
a million visiting seafarers and have been the recipient of
hundreds of Christmas boxes, lovingly filled and wrapped,
and warm hats faithfully knitted by St. Philippians over
many years. This ministry is especially important now,
during the pandemic, as Seafarers have not been allowed
to go home to their families while on leave. You can find
out more at https://www.HoustonSeafarers.com
Donations of any amount will support the Chaplains and
the ministry to the Seafarers stuck on ships due to COVID
-19.
In the giving portal, look for “Seafarers” in the dropdown menu to
send your gift to this partner.

Other giving ideas in this season:
Check out the Presbyterian Giving Catalog at https://
presbyteriangifts.pcusa.org/ Our denomination’s Mission
Agency hosts a catalog with a wide variety of gifts that
provide real and positive impact around the world —
including education, livestock, aid for refugees, access to
clean water, and helping to end hunger.
You can purchase notecards and desk-top butterflies
directly from NewSpring at http://
www.NewSpringCenter.org/shop/, or student art
at http://www.NewSpringCenter.org/art-sale/
Peacemaking and Social Justice Committee suggests buying
carbon offsets from Texas Coastal Exchange: https://
www.texascoastalexchange.org/
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All women of the church are invited to join any of the
meetings of Presbyterian Women. The meetings are
virtual, and a Zoom link is sent to all P.W. members of
each circle. If you are not a member of a circle, you are
welcome to participate, so please email Lorrie to request
the link: welcome@saintphilip.net.
Monday Morning Saints
2nd Monday of each month—10 a.m.
Sunday Circle
3rd Sunday of each month—12:15 p.m.
Thursday Evening Circle
1st Thursday of each month—7:00 p.m.

A few of the groups at St. Philip continue to meet during
this time via Zoom and other video conference services—
the session has had meetings, book club, church
committees and Church and Society. We even have
Sunday Coffee Hour. If you would like to participate in
future meetings, please contact the appropriate group’s
leader.
SUNDAY COFFEE HOUR—Gather with fellow St.
Philipians to talk about the sermons, hear about their week
and what helped them get through the week. The Coffee
Hour begins after the closing voluntary. Email Lorrie
Castle at lorrie@saintphilip.net to be added to the list.
WOMEN’S MONTHLY BOOK CLUB—
Our next meeting is December 10
at 7 p.m. and will be a social hosted by Nina Lambright.
Contact Sarah O’Dell for Zoom link –
sarah.odell6@gmail.com.
MIDWEEK BIBLE STUDY WITH JOHN
WURSTER—A look at the Bible readings for the
coming Sunday. Email John for details and to get
on the list - john@saintphilip.net

Christian Community Service Center (CCSC) has designed
a SAFE “drive-thru” approach to Jingle Bell Express
ensuring families in need receive help this Christmas. A
limited number of volunteer openings, to make this a safe
event for all, are available December 8 – 12.
Please note:
• ALL volunteers must be at least 14 years old and
register in advance through this signup link
• Sign up ONLY if you can participate in the entire
volunteer shift
• Outdoor volunteers are needed, including Spanish
speakers (please dress appropriately for weather)
• Some indoor/outdoor volunteer positions require light
lifting
• All volunteers will undergo an on-site health screening
upon check-in at Jingle Bell Express

PRESBYTERIAN MEN’S WEEKLY FELLOWSHIP
Men of all ages are welcome to participate in this self-led
group. The Men’s Weekly Fellowship meets each Friday
via Zoom at noon. Please contact Gary Gardner at
ggardne148@aol.com if you would like to join or know the
current material they are discussing.
CHURCH & SOCIETY - St. Philip Church &
Society class meets 10:00 a.m.. - 10:50 a.m. - November
22 - Yom Kippur - The Highest Holy Day - A study of the
holiest day of the High Holy Days, the Day of Atonement,
its history and significance and how Yom Kippur is
observed at Congregation Beth Yeshurun—Presented by
Rabbi Steven Morgen, Associate Rabbi at Congregation
Beth Yeshurun. November 29 (Thanksgiving Sunday) Media Study Television: Master of None’s “Thanksgiving”
episode touches on generational divides and explores
relationships with both family and friends. The 2017
episode explores and beautifully portrays universal themes
of family coming together for holidays every year among
the difficulties of life, and the love that keeps them united
through thick and thin—Presented by Kate Burkart.
Email Mickey Meyers if you would like to join any of
the classes—mmcgm63@gmail.com.

Children and adults are invited by the SPPC Education Committee to create artwork or brief messages that will encourage
patients or healthcare workers at Houston Methodist Hospital. This will help to spread hope and joy to those tired or
struggling. Please direct your work to either a healthcare worker or a patient. They will be made into slide shows to display
all the messages across the hospital in patient rooms (for messages directed to patients) or in breakrooms, nurses stations,
and hallways (for messages directed to hospital staff). Submissions should be sent in a JPEG to omar@stphilip.net by
Monday, November 30. Thank you for sharing your gifts to love and build up others as Christ taught us.
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October 2020

Stated Session Meeting via Zoom Teleconferencing – October 20, 2020
 Session elected Ada Fuller as Treasurer of St. Philip Presbyterian Church from January 1 through December 31, 2021 or
until her successor is approved by the Session.
 Session approved Ada Fuller, Gary Gardner, Rhonda Sands, Bebe Burns and David Castle as authorized signers on St.
Philip Presbyterian Church banking accounts.
 Session approved revisions and additions to the Personnel section of the St. Philip Presbyterian Church Manual of
Operations.
 Session elected Cathy Patterson, Dick Nunn, Peg Palisin, Bonnie Moore, and Judith Hiott to serve as eldercommissioners to the November 21, 2020 meeting of the Presbytery of New Covenant via Zoom teleconferencing, with
Selena Bringer as an alternate.
Committee and Council Actions:
 Finance Committee has agreed to defer any recommendations relating to the Payroll Protection Plan (PPP) grant until
the first quarter 2021.
 Property Committee has appointed a sub-committee to review alternatives and recommend a way forward to address the
continuing problem of water leakage in the sanctuary.
 Welcoming and Membership Committee has continued to contact visitors who register with the electronic guest register.
John A. Lemen, Clerk of Session

1. Visit saintphilip.net.* Click on in the top right corner.
2. Sign in. If you haven’t done this before, follow instructions for “Need a Login”
3. Once signed in, click on Home button and choose My Profile. There will be two tabs once you do this. You will go to
My Pledge History.
4. In the middle of the box you will see Add Pledge; choose this option.
5. You will then need to enter how much you pledge; choose the fund Pledge Contributions and Select the frequency that
you wish to make your contribution. There are many options to choose from. Then select the time frame in which you
will be giving 1/1/2021 until 12/31/2021. Click Save. If you would like to setup online gift withdrawal, you can do that
at this point.
*Pledges cannot be made in the ChurchLife app.
Pledge cards can still be mailed to the church office at 4807 San Felipe, Houston, TX 77056

CHRISTMAS
POINSETTIAS
It is the time to adorn our chancel
with poinsettias. Beginning right
away you have the opportunity to
make a donation to assist with this.
You can go to the website,
saintphilip.net and click on "Make
A Contribution". Choose Flowers/
Holiday. Include in the optional
memo "Point". Email your honor/
memorial persons to Lorrie at
lorrie@saintphilip.net; otherwise,
you will receive an email, within a
few days asking for names of
people you want to recognize.
Questions? Call Church Office at
713-622-4807.

Christmas Poinsettias

Donations of any amount accepted

I / we would like to make a donation to purchase poinsettias to adorn our
chancel during this Christmas season
(circle one)

(circle one)

in honor of / memory of

Donor - Your Name(s) (Please print legibly)

Please return it with your payment to the church office by Tuesday, December 16.
Payments can be made online—please note ‘Point’. Use additional space below if
needed.
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The Going Forward task force will continue to review on a
weekly basis the coronavirus data and the recommendations of
local health leaders, filtering that information through our
particular context at St. Philip.

Month
1
1
3
3
3
5
5
5
5
6
6
7
8
9
9
12
12
13
13
13
13
14
14
14
14
16
17
18
18
19
24
27
28
29
29
31
31

First Name Last Name
Julie
Itz
Julia
Irick
Brenda
Thompson
Tyler
Lippincott
Evie
Varner
Douglass
Simmons
Toni
Helland
Virginia
McMaster
Edith
Hess
Jean
Stanley
Jared
Ewing
Jim
Lomax
Larry
Wright
Doris
Cantrell
Joe Anne Berwick
Pam
Keever
Sophia
Pitcock
John
Van Osdall
Margaret
King
Douglas
Hannah
Stewart
Coffman
Kallie
Pitcock
Paloma
Frautschi
Nicholas
Arlinghaus
Orlean
Anderson
Bill
Taylor
Edith
Patterson
Judy
Hill
William
Baker
Ellis
Newport
Carol
Johnston
Katherine Boone
Dan
Cleveland
Vicki
McKay
David
Lindsay
Jim
Waggoner
Judye
Hartman

DAILY PRAYER SERVICE
We invite a limited number of people to attend in-person our
11:00 a.m. daily prayer service (Monday-Saturday). Currently, we
have a limit of five persons per day, beginning with Monday's
service. For more information on conditions and to register click
here.

St. Philip is proud to be an Earth Care Congregation and answer
God’s call to care for creation, especially in a time of climate
change. As part of our education efforts, we have been hosting a
series of Church and Society classes this month. On November 8
and 15 our guest speaker, Professor Jim Blackburn, discussed
carbon and plastic footprints, and carbon offsets and how to
purchase them. Professor Blackburn teaches civil engineering at
Rice University, is co-director of Rice’s SSPEED Center (that’s
Severe Storm Prediction, Education and Evacuation from
Disaster), and is on the board of Texas Coastal Exchange, a
nonprofit conservation organization.
Many of us eat local, organic, or sustainable food, or eat less meat
or drive a fuel-efficient vehicle, and these choices can all help to
curb climate change. In the face of the deepening ecological crises
caused by climate change, our call to act as Earth’s caretakers
takes on more meaning.
Purchasing carbon offsets is another way to address climate
change and encourage the growth of renewable energy. Carbon
offsets allow us to pay a fee for our personal carbon emissions –
our “carbon footprint” – while contributing to projects that are
reducing our emissions.
When we purchase carbon offsets, we are offsetting our carbon
emissions that cannot be eliminated by lowering our energy usage.
A typical American family of four releases about 65,000 pounds
(or 32 tons!) of carbon dioxide annually (about twice the global
average).
Texas Coastal Exchange offsets cost $20 per ton of CO2 and
allow you to offset your annual footprint. Your contributions are
paid to Texas landowners who promise to use their land for
carbon sequestration. If you would like to purchase an offset for
someone else, you can also send that person a certificate as your
gift to them.
For more information on calculating your energy footprint and
purchasing carbon offsets, go to Texas Coastal Exchange’s
website at:
https://www.texascoastalexchange.org/.
When we work to protect creation, we are answering God’s call to till and
keep the garden.
Genesis 2:15
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The Peacemaking and Social Justice Committee shares the following tips and encourages families to be aware of the online
presence of the children and youth in their care.
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Connie Mayfield and family upon the death of her sister-in-law Barbara Wilson on November 6.
St. Philippians and their families— Mary Benson; Ellen MacDonald; Arlette Keene; CJ Miller; Jan Ostendorf; Laney Miller;
Susan Huffman; Joyce Fugit; Vicki McKay; Mary Sinderson; Marion Takehara; Emily Estill; Travis Calhoun; Jeanne
West; Lonnie Fugit; Mezgebe Gebray; Douglas Everhart—brother of Nancy Everhart Johnson; Carol Paine Kendrick—
sister of Stephen Paine; Gene Lindley—father of Janet Hess; Betty Grant—sister of Eleanor Grant; John Anderson—
brother of Tom Anderson; Janet Fisher—sister-in-law of Dan Cleveland; Bessie Johnson—mother of Pat Lindsay; Mac
& Beverly Wilson—parents of Butch Wilson; Vera Moore—mother of Chuck Johnson; Kelsey Higgs Gallegos &
family—daughter of Nancy Higgs; Dottie Laas and family—cousin of Sam Fisher; Alice Barron—sister-in-law to Beth
Atkinson; Nikolaus Malczewskyj—father-in-law of Jane Malczewskyj; John Beck—brother of Nancy Young; Margie
Foster—mother of Mark Young; Miriam Kalmbach—aunt of Nancy Higgs; Shirley Boggus—grandmother of Omi
Ford; Jimmy Reagan—father of Sarah O’Dell; Dona Rowe—mother of William Rowe; Elizabeth Carlton Lithio—
granddaughter of Jeanie Flowers; and Ann Morgan—sister of Dorothy Blackwell.
Homebound—Sue Baier; Walter Baker; Joe Anne Berwick; John Bobbitt; Paulie Carlson; Kitty Curry; George Helland; Alice
Pennington; Joyce Randolf; Van Rathgeber; Jean Nelson; Jody Tomforde; and Penny Vieau.
Friends of St. Philippians—Paul Ratliff—friend of Jo Helland; Shirley Graff—friend of Sondra Sullivan; Ruth Duncan and
Melerie Langford—friends of Curt and Sharon Webb; Cecil Trent—friend of Jane Cooper; Craig Slein—friend of
Denise Ferrell and Steve Carmichael; Melinda Penny—friend of Denise Ferrell; David Shebay—friend of Greg Han;
Hyam Ashoo and Clayton Amacker—friends of Peg Palisin and Gary Gardner; Shirley Stubblefield—friend of Barbara
Runge; and Walter "Buddy" Hamman III friend of Robin and Gary Willis.
We also pray for health care workers, first responders, and caregivers; for those who are sick; and for those watch and wait.
If you have a pastoral care need or a prayer request you would like to share, please email deacons@saintphilip.net.
Pledge payments, communion gifts and other gifts to support the Church can be made anytime through our website (http://
saintphilip.net/) or sent to the Church Office at 4807 San Felipe, Houston, TX 77056.

Next edition: December 1 Deadline NOVEMBER 25—3:00 p.m.
Stay connected with regular emails from the pastors until then.

If you have any comments or suggestions for the Philip-Eye, please send them to:
philipeye@saintphilip.net or call 713-622-4807 and ask for Lorrie.

4807 San Felipe, Houston, TX 77056
Phone: 713.622.4807 Fax: 713.622.5405 www.saintphilip.net

