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ADVENT LESSONS AND CAROLS 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 

In the Middle Ages, the Church kept Advent as a season of great solemnity — a time in 
which to meditate upon the ultimate issues of death, judgment, hell, and heaven. 
 
But Advent was also a time of great rejoicing. For Christ would come, not only as Judge, but 
also as Savior, and would usher in the Kingdom of God. Advent, therefore, provided a vivid 
preparation for Christmas. Processions from west to east, and the use of lights, spoke of the 
Church’s hope in the coming of Christ — the Light of the world — to banish sin and 
darkness.  Antiphons were sung, calling upon God to deliver his people, and readings from 
the Old Testament were seen as pointing to the fulfillment of God’s purposes in Jesus Christ. 
 
This service aims to recapture something of that Advent longing and hope. It begins quietly 
with the Advent Responsory, in which Christ’s coming is announced, “Rise up, O Jerusalem!” 
The Blessing of Light follows, and the service unfolds. 
 
The liturgy is structured around the Advent “O” antiphons, known as the Great “Os.” These 
were originally sung as antiphons to the Magnificat during Vespers from December 17 to 23, 
and have provided a rich source of devotional imagery in Advent. The readings and music 
serve to complement the antiphons, and help us to reflect on the theme of Christ who comes 
to judge and save his people. The musical settings of the “O” antiphons sung this morning are 
newly composed chants in the style of their ancient predecessors. The antiphons are gathered 
together in the final hymn, “O come, O come, Emmanuel,” which is sung by all as the service 
concludes with confident hope in the One who is to come. 

 

PREPARATION 
 

 

 
TOLLING OF THE HOUR 
 
GREETING 
 

  The Lord be with you. 
  And also with you. 
 
HANDBELL VOLUNTARY Savior of the Nations, Come 
   16th-century German tune  •  arranged by Cathy Moklebust, 1996 



3 
 

 GATHERING  
 

 

 
 

ADVENT RESPONSORY	   [PLEASE_STAND]	 Rise Up, O Jerusalem 
   chant  •  Richard Proulx, 1982 
Cantor Rise up, O Jerusalem, stand upon the heights:   
Choir You shall see the salvation of our God.   
Cantor Judah and Jerusalem, fear not nor be dismayed:   
Choir Today you go forth, and the Lord will be with you.  
Cantor Let us go forth in peace.  
Choir In the name of Christ.  Amen.    

 
 

LIGHTING OF THE THIRD ADVENT CANDLE 
 
BLESSING OF LIGHT 
	  

Reader You, O Lord, are my lamp:  
All You turn our darkness into light.     
  With you, O Lord, is the well of life: 
  In your light shall we see light.      
  Your word is a lantern to my feet: 
  And a light upon our path.      
 Jesus Christ is the Light of the world: 
 A light no darkness can quench. 
 
  Blessed are you, Lord our God, King of the universe,  
 eternal creator of day and night.  
 Now, as the day begins,  
 hear the prayer of your faithful people.  
 Wash away our transgressions,  
 cleanse us by your refining fire,  
 and make us temples of your Holy Spirit.  
 May we live in watchfulness as we wait for the coming of your Son Jesus Christ,  
 who shall judge the world and all its works.  
 Rouse us from the sleep of sin  
 and make us ready to enter your Kingdom  
 where songs of praise forever sound.  
 For you are the true light, who lightens everyone,  
 and the new heavens and the new earth  
 join to sing your praise now and for evermore.   
 Amen. 
 

	 [PLEASE_REMAIN_STANDING] 
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OPENING HYMN 83  •  Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus 
 STUTTGART 

 
 

 
 

Text:  Haggai 2:7  |  Charles Wesley, 1707–1788, alt. 
Tune:  STUTTGART  |  Psalmodia Sacra, 1715  |  adapted by William Henry Havergal, 1793–1870 8 7 8 7 

 
 

[PLEASE_BE_SEATED] 
 
 

CHOIR CAROL  Hark, I Hear the Harps Resounding 
 INVITATION  •  from Southern Harmony, 1854  •  arranged by Craig Carnahan, 2014 

 

Hark, I hear the harps resounding! “Christ is near,” we hear them say.  
 “Cast aside the work of darkness, all you children of the day.”  

 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, praise the Lamb! Alleluia, alleluia, glory to the great I AM! 
 

 “Comfort, comfort now my people; tell of peace!” So says our God.  
Comfort those who toil and tremble, mourning under sorrow’s load.  
 

Come, thou long-expected Jesus, born to set thy people free;  
from our fears and pain release us; let us find our hope in thee.  
Born thy people to deliver, born a child, and yet a King;  
born to live in us forever, now thy gracious kingdom bring.  
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SAPIENTIA  I 

WISDOM 
 
O Wisdom, you came forth from the mouth of the Most High, and reach from one end of the 
earth to another, mightily and sweetly ordering all things: come and teach us the way of 
prudence. 

 
FIRST LESSON        O.T. p. 590   |   Proverbs 8:1–11 

THE GIFTS OF WISDOM 
 

Silence is kept. 
 
CHOIR CAROL  The Call of Wisdom 
 Will Todd, 2012 

 

Lord of wisdom, Lord of truth, Lord of justice, Lord of mercy: walk beside us down the years 
till we see you in your glory. Striving to attain the heights, turning in a new direction, 
entering a lonely place, welcoming a friend or stranger. I am here, I am with you. I have called: 
do you hear me? Silver is of passing worth, gold is not of constant value, jewels sparkle for a 
while; what you long for is not lasting. Rulers govern under me with my insight and my 
wisdom. Those who know me know my love, those who seek me find their answer. God the 
Father and the Son, Holy Spirit coeternal: glory be ascribed to you, now and to the end of 
ages.  —  words by Michael Hampel (based on Proverbs 8) 

 
 
 

 

ADONAÏ II 

LORD OF MIGHT 
 
O Adonaï, Ruler of the House of Israel, you appeared to Moses in the fire of the burning bush; 
on Mount Sinai you gave him your law: with outstretched arm come and redeem us. 

 
SECOND LESSON  O.T. p. 50   |   Exodus 3:1–6 

MOSES AT THE BURNING BUSH 
 

Silence is kept. 
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HYMN   [PLEASE_STAND] 102  •  Savior of the Nations, Come 
 NUN KOMM, DER HEIDEN HEILAND 

During the hymn, children pre-K through first grade may go to Children’s Chapel. 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Text:  Veni, Redemptor gentium  |  ascribed to Saint Ambrose of Milan, 340–398 
Tune:  NUN KOMM, DER HEIDEN HEILAND  |  Geistliche Gesangbüchlein, Wittenberg, 1524 7 7 7 7 

 
 

	 [PLEASE_BE_SEATED]	 
	 

	 
 

 

RADIX JESSE	 	  III 

ROOT OF JESSE 
 
O Root of Jesse, you stand as an ensign to the peoples; before you kings shall keep silence, all 
nations bow in worship:  come and save us, and do not delay.  

 
THIRD LESSON O.T. p. 640   |   Isaiah 11:1–10 

THE PEACEFUL KINGDOM 
 

Silence is kept. 
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CHOIR CAROL Judge Eternal, Throned in Splendor 
 Malcolm Archer, 1989 

 

Judge eternal, throned in splendor, Lord of lords and King of kings, 
with thy living fire of judgment purge this realm of bitter things: 
solace all its wide dominion with the healing of thy wings. 
 

Still the weary folk are pining for the hour that brings release: 
and the city’s crowded clangor cries aloud for sin to cease; 
and the homesteads and the woodlands plead in silence for their peace. 
 

Crown, O God, thine own endeavor, cleave our darkness with thy sword: 
feed the faint and hungry heathen with the richness of thy word: 
cleanse the body of this empire through the glory of the Lord. 
 

Judge eternal, throned in splendor, Lord of lords and King of kings, 
with thy living fire of judgment purge this realm of bitter things: 
solace all its wide dominion with the healing of thy wings.  Amen.  

 

  —  words by Henry Scott Holland (1847-1918) 

 
 

 

 

CLAVIS DAVID IV 

KEY OF DAVID 
 
O Key of David, scepter of the house of Israel, you open and no one closes; you close and no 
one opens:  come and deliver us from the chains of prison, we who sit in darkness and in the 
shadow of death. 

 
FOURTH LESSON O.T. p. 725   |   Jeremiah 23:5–6 

THE RIGHTEOUS BRANCH OF DAVID 
 

Silence is kept. 
 
CHOIR CAROL Lift Up Your Heads, O Ye Gates 
 William Mathias, 1973 

 

Lift up your heads, O ye gates, and be ye lift up ye everlasting doors, and the King of glory 
shall come in. Who is this King of glory? The Lord strong and mighty, the Lord mighty in 
battle. The Lord of hosts, he is the King of glory.  

   — Psalm 24: 7-10 
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ORIENS  V 

RISING DAWN 
 
O Rising Dawn, brightness of the light eternal, sun of righteousness: come and enlighten 
those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death. 

 
FIFTH LESSON N.T. p. 92   |   John 1:19–28 

THE TESTIMONY OF JOHN THE BAPTIST 
 

Silence is kept. 

 
HYMN	 	 [PLEASE_STAND] 96  •  On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry 
 WINCHESTER NEW 
 

 
 

 
 

Text:  Jordanis oras prævia  |  Charles Coffin, 1676–1749  |  translated by John Chandler, 1806–1876, alt. 
Tune:  WINCHESTER NEW  |  adapted from Musikalisches Handbuch, Hamburg, 1690 LM 

	  
 

	 [PLEASE_BE_SEATED] 
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REX GENTIUM   VI 

KING OF NATIONS 
 
O King of nations, and their desire, you are the cornerstone that binds two into one: come and 
save the creature whom you have fashioned from clay. 

 
SIXTH LESSON N.T. p. 255   |   Revelation 15:2–4 

A VISION OF THE HEAVENLY KINGDOM 
 

OFFERTORY  Savior of the Nations, Come    BWV 660 
Gifts may also be given anytime at  www.saintphilip.net   Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750)  
 
RESPONSE	 	 [PLEASE_STAND] DIVINUM MYSTERIUM 

 
 
 

Text:  Corde natus ex Parentis  |  Aurelius Prudentius, 348–413  |  translated by John Mason Neale, 1818–1866 and Henry W. Baker, 1821–1877, altered  
Tune:  DIVINUM MYSTERIUM  |  12th-century chant  8 7 8 7 8 7 7 

 

[PLEASE_BE_SEATED]	 
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EMMANUEL  VII 

GOD WITH US 
 
O Emmanuel, our King and Lawgiver, the desire of the nations and their salvation: come and 
save us, O Lord our God. 

 
SEVENTH LESSON N.T. p. 1   |   Matthew 1:18–23 

THE BIRTH OF JESUS THE MESSIAH 
 

Silence is kept. 
 
CHOIR CAROL Behold a Mystical Rose 

 Old Breton Air  •  arranged by Peter Latona, 2001 
 

Behold a Mystical Rose from thorny stem hath sprung;  
Of David’s lineage God chose to give to the world his Son.   
All hail, thou House of Gold, of whom ancient prophets foretold;  
Thy royal praises we sing; thy womb was the court of our King.   
 

Behold the Mother of God, yet lowliest daughter of men;  
At her assenting nod God gave his Son to men.   
All hail, thou Morning Star, who brought Blessed Light from afar,  
Dispel the darkness of night, illumine our path with thy light.   
 

Behold the cause of our joy, who bore the infinite Child,  
To Satan’s kingdom destroy and men to God reconcile.   
All hail, thou Gate of Heav’n, through thee all graces are giv’n;  
Through thee Salvation came; all praised and blest be thy name! 

  

    — words by Richard Cross, 1961 
  

 
 

CONCLUSION 
 

 

 
FINAL LESSON N.T. p. 260   |   Revelation 22:12–13, 16–17, 20 

THE ADVENT OF CHRIST THE LORD 
 

PRAYERS  [PLEASE_STAND]   
	  

 Let us pray. 
 
Silence is kept. 
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  In joyful expectation of his coming to our aid, we pray to Jesus. 
 
Cantor Come, Lord Jesus. chant  •  Richard Proulx, 2000 
 

All  
 
 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord: 
 Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

 Come and save us, Lord God of hosts: 
 Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

 Show us the light of your countenance and we shall be saved: 
 Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

 Show us your mercy, O Lord, and grant us your salvation: 
 Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

 Those who await your appearing cry out: 
 Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

 The Spirit and the Church of God cry out: 
 Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

 All creation cries out in longing: 
 Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

 We await your coming again in power and great glory: 
 Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

 O Emmanuel, King and Savior, come quickly to save us: 
 Come, Lord Jesus. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 	 
	  

Presider Let us pray for the coming of the Kingdom in the words our Savior gave us. 
 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 
 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
 and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
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CLOSING HYMN   Sung by all, as indicated. O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 
  VENI, VENI, EMMANUEL 

  

 

 

 

 

  
 REFRAIN  Sung by all after every verse. 

 

 
 Text:  9th-century Latin hymn  |  translated by John Mason Neale, 1818-1866, altered 
 Tune:  VENI, VENI, EMMANUEL  |  15th-century plainsong, Processionale, Mode I LM with Refrain  
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DISMISSAL 
 

  O Lord Jesus Christ, come at evening time with light,  
 and in the morning with your glory 
  to guide our feet into the way of peace. 
 
  He who receives our prayers says: Surely I come quickly.   
 I am the root and offspring of David, I am the bright and morning star. 
  Amen.  Even so, come, Lord Jesus.  
 
  The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
  And also with you.  

 
[PLEASE_BE_SEATED_IN_SILENCE_FOR_THE_CONCLUDING_ORGAN_VOLUNTARY]	 	 

	 

 
ORGAN VOLUNTARY Savior of the Nations, Come    BWV 661 
 Johann Sebastian Bach 
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MINISTERS OF THE SERVICE 
 

CLERGY 
 

John W. Wurster, Pastor   |   Keatan King, Associate Pastor   |   Omar Rouchon, Ministry Associate 

 
MUSIC MINISTRY  

 

Bell Canto 
 Deb Burks, Steve Carmichael, Maggie Dement, Elizabeth Duerr, Caroline Flowers,  
Jeanie Flowers, Adam Garner, Pam Keever, Larraine Lyter-Reed, Jane Malczewskyj,   

Gregory McDaniel, Bonnie Moore, Clara Reed, Jeanette Wennenweser, and Kathleen Yaeger 
 

St. Philip Choir 
•  SOPRANOS Elizabeth Bellows, Alicia Chew, Judith Crane, Emily Estill,  

Angelina Fonseca, Jan Fox, Julia Fox, Marcia James, Suzanne Kerr, 
Susan Leonard, Jane Malczewskyj, Bonnie Moore, and Melissa Polka 

•  ALTOS Robin Angly, Maggie Dement, Cecy Duarte, Jeanie Flowers, Adele Gorody, 

Eleanor Grant, Jo Helland, Janet Hess, Sara Jean Jackson, Nancy Johnson, Jane Lee,  
Mary McGuire, Virginia McMaster, Mary Sinderson, Jeanette Wennenweser, and Vada Woodall 

•  TENORS Esteban Cordero, Jack Fox, John Lemen, Gerardo Nuñez, Alex Scheuermann, and Miles Smith 

•  BASSES John Bond, David Fox, Gary Gardner, Ed Hess, Roderick James, Chuck Johnson, 
Cletus Johnson, David Kerr, Gregory McDaniel, César Torruella, and Jim Waggoner 

 

Alexander Scheuermann, Cantor 

and the St. Philip Congregation 

 
MUSIC STAFF  

 

Randall Swanson, Director of Music   |   Matthew Dirst, Organist    |   Jeffrey Cooper, Organ Intern  

 
READERS  

 

Lucy & Caroline Vestal, George White, Eleanor Kimbro,  
Austin Lippincott, Zack White, Anne Johnson, and Gregory Germain 

 
ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING  

 

•  STUDENTS William Baker, Sprague Boone, Alexa Demary, Thomas Kimbro, Steven Lawson,  
Rowan Murphy, Caroline Vestal, Lucy Vestal, and Thomas Young.   

•  TEACHERS Cameron Highsmith and McNair Johnson 
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NOTES ON THE MUSIC 
 
•  CHANT — The oldest piece of music in today’s service is the melody for the 12th-century chant 
hymn DIVINUM MYSTERIUM used as our offertory response.  Coming from some three hundred 
years later is the 15th-century chant VENI, VENI, EMMANUEL sung as this morning’s concluding 
hymn. At the opposite end of the age spectrum, but based on early chant tunes like these, 
melodies for each of the “O” antiphons heard this morning were newly composed in recent weeks 
by music director Randall Swanson.  Likewise the music for the opening Advent Responsory and 
the concluding Prayers is chant-based, composed by Richard Proulx (1934-2010), who was a 
highly prolific composer of American church music, based during the last several decades of his 
life in Chicago, where he served as director of music at Holy Name Cathedral and founder & 
director of the highly regarded professional recording ensemble The Cathedral Singers. 

 

•  CHORAL MUSIC — All of the choral pieces in the service come from the late 20th and early 
21st centuries.  The most recent of these is the first choir carol in the service, Hark, I Hear the Harps 
Resounding, which is a rousing 2014 arrangement by Minnesota composer Craig Carnahan (b. 1951) 
of the early American hymn tune INVITATION.  Next is the beautiful The Call of Wisdom by British 
classical composer and jazz musician Will Todd (b. 1970), written for the 2012 Diamond Jubilee 
service at London’s St. Paul’s Cathedral celebrating the 60th anniversary of Queen Elizabeth II’s 
accession to the throne.  Originally composed for children’s voices, the anthem was premiered (on 
live television with an audience of some 45 million people!) by a large auditioned choir featuring 
children from every region and nation of the UK joined by the Choristers of St. Paul’s Cathedral 
and the boys of Her Majesty’s Chapel Royal. The spritely Judge Eternal, Throned in Splendor by 
Malcolm Archer (b. 1952) was composed for the choir of Bristol Cathedral, England. A distin-
guished composer, conductor, and organist, Malcolm Archer served as cathedral director of music 
at Norwich, Bristol, Wells, and St. Paul’s London before assuming his present position as director 
of chapel music at Winchester College.  Lift Up Your Heads, O Ye Gates by Welsh composer William 
Mathias (1934-1992) is “perky, confident, wickedly militaristic and full of Welsh dragons” 
(Roderic Dunnett © 2009). It was commissioned for the 1973 Oxford University Press choral 
collection Anthems for Choirs I, and is the oldest piece of choral music in today’s service.  The final 
choir carol in the service is the lilting Behold a Mystical Rose, featuring the melody of an Old Breton 
air arranged in 2001 by American organist and conductor Peter Latona (b. 1968), director of music 
at the Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception in Washington, DC. 
 

• ORGAN MUSIC — Both organ voluntaries are settings of the 1524 Advent chorale tune NUN 

KOMM, DER HEIDEN HEILAND, and they come from a group of chorale preludes Bach put together 
during his long tenure in Leipzig. BWV 660 (at the offertory) is effectively a chorale trio, with a 
highly decorated melody line in the right hand set above two busy contrapuntal lines that operate 
effectively as a tenor-register duet. BWV 661 (closing voluntary), on the other hand, is a setting for 
organo pleno, with a pedal cantus firmus in long notes and quicker figuration above.  
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