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Voluntary Serenade Franz Joseph Haydn 
   (1732-1809) 

  

Opening Sentences 
  

Opening Hymn 407 (see page 6) Spirit Divine, Attend Our Prayers NUN DANKET ALL’ UND BRINGET HER’  
 

Prayer of Confession 
 

Merciful God, 

in your gracious presence 

we confess our sin and the sin of this world. 

Although Christ is among us as our peace, 

we are a people divided against ourselves 

as we cling to the values of a broken world. 

The profit and pleasures we pursue 

lay waste the land and pollute the seas. 

The fears and jealousies that we harbor 

set neighbor against neighbor 

and nation against nation. 

We abuse your good gifts of imagination and freedom, 

of intellect and reason, 

and have turned them into bonds of oppression. 

Lord, have mercy upon us; 

heal and forgive us. 

Set us free to serve you in the world 

as agents of your reconciling love in Jesus Christ. 
 

 silent prayer 
 

 Holy One, in your mercy.  Hear our prayer. 

The Community of  St. Philip  
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Declaration of Forgiveness 
 

 Believe the Good News.  In Jesus Christ we are forgiven.  
 

Response 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Words of Peace 
 

In Christ, God is reconciling the whole world, 
and God is entrusting to us the message of reconciliation. 
We are ambassadors for Jesus Christ. God’s appeal is being made through us.  
Peace be with you. Peace be with all.  

 

Response 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Prayer for Illumination 
 

Gospel Reading Matthew 13:1-9 
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Solo As with Rosy Steps the Morn   George Frideric Handel 

 (from Theodora)  |  HWV 68/18  (1685–1759) 
 

As with rosy steps the morn, 

Advancing, drives the shades of night, 

So from virtuous toil well-borne, 

Raise Thou our hopes of endless light. 

Triumphant saviour, Lord of day, 

Thou art the life, the light, the way! 
  

 — words by Thomas Morell (1703–1784)  
 

Sermon Sowing Hope  John W. Wurster 

 

Hymn 226 (see page 7) There in God’s Garden SHADES MOUNTAIN 

 

Affirmation of Faith from the Confession of Belhar 
 

 We believe  

 that God has entrusted the church   

  with the message of reconciliation in and through Jesus Christ;  

 that the church is called to be the salt of the earth and the light of the world,   

 that the church is called blessed because it is a peacemaker,   

 that the church is witness both by word and by deed   

 to the new heaven and the new earth in which righteousness dwells,   

 that God’s life-giving Word and Spirit has conquered the powers of sin and death,   

 and therefore also of irreconciliation and hatred, bitterness and enmity,   

 that God’s life-giving Word and Spirit will enable the church to live in a new obedience  

 which can open new possibilities of life for society and the world. Amen. 
 

Prayers of the People 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be Thy name. 

Thy kingdom come,  

thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread, 

and forgive us our debts,  

as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil; 

for Thine is the kingdom, and the power,  

and the glory forever. Amen.  
 

Closing Hymn 450 (see page 8) Be Thou My Vision SLANE 

 

Charge and Blessing 
 

Closing Voluntary  Moment Musical Franz Schubert 

  (1797-1828)  
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Music notes 

This morning’s solo comes from Handel’s Theodora, his second-to-last oratorio, which was first performed in 1750. Apparently 

his favorite work in this genre, it left his London public wanting, despite considerable musical charms. The libretto by Thomas 

Morell, a frequent collaborator and stern moralist, sets a story borrowed from earlier sources. Its principal roles are the 

Christian martyr Theodora, a Roman soldier named Didymus (who converts out of love for her and suffers the same cruel 

fate), and her faithful companion Irene. In Act I Theodora has been taken captive by Valens, the Roman governor of Antioch. 

Irene and their Christian friends, recognizing the inevitability of a tragic outcome, pledge their continued faith, even in the 

face of evil. Her aria “As with rosy steps the morn” expresses hope that the rising sun, evidence of the Lord’s constancy, will 

“drive the shades of night” toward the “endless light” of eternity. 
             — Matthew Dirst 

Worship notes 

Lectionary Readings 

• Genesis 25:19–34 Esau trades his birthright to Jacob for bread and lentil stew. 

• Psalm 119:105–112 Your word is a lamp to my feet; I have promised to observe it. 

• Romans 8:1–11 The Spirit of life in Christ sets us free from the law of sin and death. 

• Matthew 13:1–9, 18–23 Jesus tells and explains the parable of the sower and the seeds. 

Serving today 

Liturgists   
  Keatan King, Omar Rouchon, and Randall Swanson 
  

Musicians 
  Cecilia Duarte, vocalist  |  Matthew Dirst, organist  

  Ann Frautschi, flutist  |  Lily Frautschi, pianist 

acknowledgements 

Artwork by Micah Meyers. 
  

Declaration of Forgiveness Response music © Hal H. Hopson. All rights reserved. Words of Peace Response music © Local Church 

Ministries, United Church of Christ (administered by The Pilgrim Press). All rights reserved. Hymn 226 text © Hinshaw Music, Inc. All 

rights reserved. Hymn 226 music © Birnamwood Publications (a division of MorningStar Music Publishers, Inc.). All rights reserved. All 
reprinted with permission under OneLicense.net account A-720890.  
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The family of Donna Host, who died on Saturday, June 27 in her home. 
 

Alice Pennington and family upon the death of her husband Paul on Sunday, June 28 in their home. 
 

Larraine Lyter-Reed and family upon the death of her sister Linda Lucille Lyter Lacrosse on June 25. 
 

Rev. Paul Debenport and family upon the death of his wife, Nona Debenport, July 5 in Tucson, Arizona. Paul served as associate pastor at 

St. Philip from 1971 to 1981. 
 

Congratulations to Omar Rouchon who welcomed his first niece Elodie Rouchon on June 20. 
 

Congratulations to Caryn & Russell Bahruth who were blessed with granddaughter Sophia on June 28 to Julia and Mike. 
 

St. Philippians and their families— Mary Sinderson; Marion Takehara; Peg Palisin; Emily Estill; Travis Calhoun; Jeanne West; 

Greg Moore; CJ Miller; Lonnie Fugit; Mezgebe Gebray; Vera Moore—mother of Chuck Johnson; Barney Haley—uncle 

of Lorrie Castle; Kelsey Higgs Gallegos & family—daughter of Nancy Higgs; Dottie Laas and family—cousin of Sam 

Fisher; Alice Barron—sister-in-law to Beth Atkinson; Nikolaus Malczewskyj—father-in-law of Jane Malczewskyj; David 

Block—brother-in-law of Nancy Lomax; John Beck—brother of Nancy Young; Margie Foster—mother of Mark Young; 

Tom Martin—father of Jon Martin; Dorothy McMillan—mother of Nancy Higgs; Barbara Wilson—sister-in-law of 

Connie Mayfield; Jack & Pauline Kindig—brother/sister-in-law of Ginny Camfield; Shirley and Weldon Boggus, Sr.—

grandparents of Omi Ford; Jimmy Reagan—father of Sarah O’Dell;  Dona Rowe—mother of William Rowe; Elizabeth 

Carlton Lithio—granddaughter of Jeanie Flowers; and Ann Morgan—sister of Dorothy Blackwell.  
  

Homebound:  Sue Baier; Walter Baker; Joe Anne Berwick; John Bobbitt; Paulie Carlson; Kitty Curry; Jane English; Barbara 

German; George Helland; Arlette Keene; T.E. “Joe” Keever; Toto McGehee; Joyce Randolf; Van Rathgeber; Jean 

Nelson; Jody Tomforde; Penny Vieau; and Ruth Weber.  
 

Friends of St. Philippians:  David Shebay—friend of Greg Han; Kathleen Davies and family—friend of Chuck Johnson; Craig 

and Jamie Slein—friends of Steve Carmichael; Melissa and Sela Calvert—friends of Kay Cash; Dorcas Rhodes—friend of 

Jan Meyer; Dave Olson and Clayton Amacker—friends of Peg Palisin and Gary Gardner; Shirley Stubblefield—friend of 

Barbara Runge; and Walter "Buddy"    
  

We also pray for health care workers, first responders, and caregivers; for those who are sick; and for those watch and wait. 
  

 If you have a pastoral care need or a prayer request you would like to share, 
please email deacons@saintphilip.net. 

Pledge payments and other gifts to support the Church can be made anytime through our website (http://saintphilip.net/) or 

sent to the Church Office at 4807 San Felipe, Houston, TX 77056. 

To join the Zoom Coffee Hour following the service, e-mail Lorrie Castle at lorrie@saintphilip.net.   

mailto:deacons@saintphilip.net?subject=Prayer%20Request
http://saintphilip.net/
mailto:lorrie@saintphilip.net?subject=Coffee%20Hour
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Opening Hymn 407 Spirit Divine, Attend Our Prayers NUN DANKET ALL’UND BRINGET HER’ 
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Hymn 226 There in God’s Garden SHADES MOUNTAIN 
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Hymn 450 Be Thou My Vision SLANE 


