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Voluntary

Sonata in D major: II. Adante con moto
Op. 65/5

Felix Mendelssohn
(1809–1847)

Greeting
Alleluia! Christ is risen! Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!
Hymn

We Are Gathered in the Spirit

NETTLETON

Prayer of Confession
Eternal God,
in whom we live and move and have our being,
whose face is hidden from us by our sins,
and whose mercy we forget in the blindness of our hearts:
Cleanse us from all our offenses,
and deliver us from proud thoughts and vain desires,
that with reverent and humble hearts
we may draw near to you,
confessing our faults,
confiding in your grace,
and finding in you our refuge and strength.
silent prayer

Holy One, in your mercy. Hear our prayer.

Declaration of Forgiveness
Believe the Good News. In Jesus Christ we are forgiven.

Response

Words of Peace
In Christ, God is reconciling the whole world,
and God is entrusting to us the message of reconciliation.
We are ambassadors for Jesus Christ. God’s appeal is being made through us.
Peace be with you. Peace be with all.

Vocal Solo

Thou Art God

Lionel Bourne
(b. 1960)

Thou art the peace of all things calm,
Thou art the place to hide from harm,
Thou art the light that shines in dark,
Thou art the heart’s eternal spark,
Thou art the door that’s open wide,
Thou art the guest who waits inside,
Thou art the stranger at the door,
Thou art the calling of the poor.
Thou art peace, thou art calm.
Thou art my love,
Thou art my Lord and with me still,
Thou art my love, keep me from ill,
Thou art the light, the truth, the way.
Thou art my Savior this day,
Thou art my Savior this very day.
— words by David Adam (b. 1936)

Prayer for Illumination
Scripture Reading

Acts 17:22-34

Preaching to the Whole World

Sermon

John W. Wurster

If Ye Love Me

Solo

Philip Wilby
(b. 1949)

If ye love me, keep my commandments, and I will pray the Father,
and he shall give you another Comforter,
that he may abide with you forever — e’en the Spirit of Truth.
And ye know him, for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you.
I will not leave you comfortless. I will come to you.
— John 14:15-18

Affirmation of Faith

from A Brief Statement of Faith

We trust in Jesus Christ,
fully human, fully God.
Jesus proclaimed the reign of God:
preaching good news to the poor and release to the captives,
teaching by word and deed and blessing the children,
healing the sick and binding up the brokenhearted,
eating with outcasts, forgiving sinners,
and calling all to repent and believe the gospel.
Unjustly condemned for blasphemy and sedition,
Jesus was crucified,
suffering the depths of human pain and giving his life for the sins of the world.
God raised this Jesus from the dead,
vindicating his sinless life,
breaking the power of sin and evil,
delivering us from death to life eternal.
With believers in every time and place,
we rejoice that nothing in life or in death
can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen.

Prayers of the People
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.
Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil;
for Thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.

Hymn

For the Healing of the Nations

CWM RHONDDA

Charge and Blessing
Closing Voluntary

Sonata in D major: III. Allegro
Op. 65/5

Serving today
Liturgists
Keatan King, Omar Rouchon, and Deb Burks

Musicians
Matthew Dirst, organist; Cecilia Duarte, soloist; Randall Swanson, pianist.

Worship notes
Today’s readings from the Revised Common Lectionary are:
• Acts 17:22–31—Paul introduces the Athenians to their “unknown god”: the Lord.
• Psalm 66:8–20—Bless God, who hears our prayers and keeps us among the living.
• 1 Peter 3:13–22—Do not fear; testify to the hope that is in you through Christ.
• John 14:15–21—Jesus says: the Father will send the Spirit, who will abide in you.

Felix Mendelssohn

Music Notes
Organ music — For the organ Felix Mendelssohn wrote six multi-movement sonatas, one of which serves as the source for
today’s opening and closing voluntaries. Classically inspired examples of the genre, these sonatas were partly a response
to the demand for such works in England, where Mendelssohn was widely celebrated as an organ virtuoso. The Sonata in D
major, Op. 65/5, includes a chorale-like introduction, an alluring slow movement reminiscent of his “Songs without Words”
for piano, and a rousing closing movement in sonata-allegro form.
Vocal music — Today’s first solo features a prayer text by the English poet David Adam, retired Anglican priest and former
rector of the Holy Island of Lindisfarne off the northern east coast of England (just south of the border with Scotland), the
ancient and still-important center of Celtic Christianity. Adam is the author of several books collecting meditations, prayers
and art in the Celtic tradition. The musical setting of his “Thou Art God” is by contemporary English composer, organist and
conductor Lionel Bourne. • This morning’s second solo — setting the well-known words of today’s lectionary Gospel passage
“If you love me, keep my commandments…” — is by British composer Philip Wilby, who is Professor Emeritus in the School
of Music at the University of Leeds.
— Matthew Dirst and Randall Swanson
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IN OUR PRAYERS
St. Philippians and their families— Guy Aldrich; Walter Baker; Pam Rush; Greg Moore; Marion Takehara; CJ Miller; Lonnie
Fugit; Mezgebe Gebray; John Bobbitt; Arlette Keene; David Block—brother-in-law of Nancy Lomax; John Beck—brother
of Nancy Young; Margie Foster—mother-in-law of Nancy Young; Tom Martin—father of Jon Martin; Dorothy
McMillan—mother of Nancy Higgs; Keith Thomerson—brother-in-law of Susan Estill; Barbara Wilson—sister-in-law of
Connie Mayfield; Jack Kindig—brother of Ginny Camfield; Shirley and Weldon Boggus, Sr.—grandparents of Omi Ford;
Jimmy Reagan—father of Sarah O’Dell; Dona Rowe—mother of William Rowe; Elizabeth Carlton Lithio—
granddaughter of Jeanie Flowers; and Ann Morgan—sister of Dorothy Blackwell.
Homebound: Sue Baier; Joe Anne Berwick; Paulie Carlson; Kitty Curry; Jane English; Barbara German; George Helland;
Donna Host; T.E. “Joe” Keever; Toto McGehee; Phillip McDaniel; Paul & Alice Pennington; Joyce Randolf; Van
Rathgeber; Jean Nelson; Jody Tomforde; Penny Vieau; and Ruth Weber.
Friends of St. Philippians: Melissa and Sela Calvert—friends of Kay Cash; Dorcas Rhodes—friend of Jan Meyer; Dave Olson
and Clayton Amacker—friends of Peg Palisin and Gary Gardner; Shirley Stubblefield—friend of Barbara Runge; Frank
Wallace—friend of Jim & Nadene Crain; and Walter "Buddy" Hammann III—friend of Robin & Gary Willis.
We also pray for health care workers, first responders, and caregivers; for those who are sick; and for those watch and wait.

The Session has voted to suspend activities at St. Philip indefinitely.
Pledge payments and other gifts to support the Church can be made anytime through our website (http://saintphilip.net/) or sent
to the Church Office at 4807 San Felipe, Houston, TX 77056.

