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ARE YOU
COMFORTABLE?
In November the Session made the decision to partner with Ideal Impact, Inc. in an effort to
improve energy efficiency and to reduce energy costs. It was a real eye-opener to discover
that the church, unlike our homes, falls under commercial energy rates, and that less than
half of St. Philip’s monthly energy charge is based on usage.
The other half is currently based on a variety of peak-rate usage formulas. With Ideal Impact’s experience and knowledge, we are implementing a new energy management system,
which will be more efficient and will help us to avoid some of these peak charges.
Ideal Impact, Inc. was founded in 2009 with a goal of saving churches, schools, and faith-related organizations on their energy expenses and thus channel precious funds back into the
organizations’ core programs. The goal is to trim $12,000-$20,000 off St. Philip’s future
annual energy costs.
Since early December, site reviews, training sessions, and weekly staff meetings with Ideal
Impact have been conducted. In late December thermostats were changed to updated Wi-Fi
technology. Through new software, the thermostats are being scheduled via reservations
on the weekly St. Philip calendar. The goal is always to limit the general discomfort to all
that utilize the church buildings --congregation, staff, and outside groups. There will be a
learning period as events are scheduled, and the heating and cooling systems endeavor to
respond accordingly.
In the meantime, we are striving to learn from the inefficiencies in the system; it is important to hear “news of discomfort” as it happens! Facilities supervisor Wilbert Parada and
custodian Dimas Parada will be on call to field your texts and emails regarding inefficiencies throughout the site. St. Philip has a total of 25 HVAC units; therefore, good weekly
scheduling on the church calendar is very important in assuring that rooms are cooled/heated prior to the starting time of the event. If there is not an event listed on the calendar, the
temperature will default to “unoccupied”, meaning the rooms will probably be 10 degrees
hotter/cooler than a normal, comfortable temperature.
We are all stakeholders in this project, and there are many ways we can improve our energy
use at St. Philip. To start, we are asking for your help to conserve where practical and to
take advantage of smart scheduling going forward. We ask for your continued support as
we all work together towards the goal of trimming St. Philip’s energy expenses.
If you are in a room that is uncomfortable, please provide us with the following information: room, temperature on thermostat, and how it feels to your group. Staff will be able to
make some modifications from their mobile devices. You can text this info to:

St. Philip’s

Wilbert Parada - 832-488-0273(text)
Dimas Parada - 713-870-5762 (text)
Lorrie Castle - 832-262-1244 (text) Please reserve any room needed through Lorrie.
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PRESBYTERY’S OUTREACH COMMITTEE SPONSORS
MISSION TRIP TO PERU
MARCH 11 – MARCH 20, 2016 (SPRING BREAK)
When:		
Where:		
Cost:		
		

Depart IAH Friday evening, Mar. 11. Return Sunday morning, Mar. 20
Lima, Peru
Approximately $1,700 – all inclusive
$300 Deposit required to hold your registration

Airline tickets have been reserved; therefore, participants must register and pay the first $300 of the trip cost by Feb. 1,
2016.
There will be two 1-hour long information meetings to learn more about the trip and planned activities. The first is
Tuesday, Jan. 19, 12:00-1:00 pm and the second is Thursday, Jan. 28, 7:00 – 8:00 pm. Both meetings will be at the
Presbytery office, 1110 Lovett Blvd., Houston. Contact Rev. Alex Lee-Cornell, pastorsspc@gmail.org or Rev. Kristi
Blankman, Kristi@SpringBranchPres.org for more information.

AT YOUR BEST OPTUM

St. Philip has welcomed a program sponsored in part by AARP to meet Wednesdays in Room 16 from 2:00 p.m. till 3:00
p.m. This class includes topics such as Balance and Stability, Walk Well, Heart Health Discussions, Strong Muscles,
Healthy Bones for seniors. St. Philip members and friends are welcome to attend. A complete schedule is available at
www.joinatyourbest.com. If you would like to know more, ask Nan Schissler; she is really enjoying the classes.

IN OUR PRAYERS
Family and Friends of Sara Anderson upon her death on Jan. 12th. The memorial service will be Jan. 23rd
at 2:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary.
Don Padgett is recovering from surgery
Ava Keever, daughter of Tyler and Anne has been hospitalized due to dehydration as the result of a viral infection
T.E. “Joe” Keever—Hallmark Healthcare Center after being hospitalized
John Bobbitt recovering from surgery
Gary Whitney recovering from surgery he had today (Jan. 19)
Judy Mitchell, Susan Mitchell’s m,om has been admitted to hospice care in Seattle
Pam Rush’s son Grant is recovering from hip replacement surgery
Sue Baier—Treemont Healthcare Center, recovering from a fall
Shirley Smith—friend of Mary Ann Thomas coping with debilitating health issues
Sondra Sullivan’s son Kyle, recovering from a fall
Jan Conner - Sondra Sullivan’s sister is dealing with multiple health problems
Larraine Lyter-Reed’s brothers: Martin is recovering from below the knee putamputation;
Leland – ongoing cancer treatment
Cynthia Shoup—recovering from surgery for breast cancer
Jean Benson Miksch—receiving cancer treatment—daughter of Mary Benson
Pat Lindsay’s father is at home with a leg wound 		
Recuperating at Home
John Lindsay’s mother has a fractured arm			
Rusty Howard
Janet Hess—recovering from wrist injury			
Mike Tomforde, Jr.—Hallmark HC
HL Britton—residing at Belmont Village			
Betty Knepper
Annie Roach—hospitalized for lung and heart problems		
Malcolm Host
Larry Dean—Seven Acres					Jo Jones		
Pat Clark—treatment at MD Anderson				
Virginia McFarland
Joe Anne Berwick—residing at Belmont				
Penny Vieau
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SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES FOR ALL
Nursery and Preschool
Infants and children through 3 years old
8:30 am to 12:30pm - Room 106
Staffed by professional childcare providers
Age 3 through Kindergarten
Godly Play Class - Room 104
Elementary
Grades 1,2, and 3 meet in Room 105
Grades 4 and 5 meet in Room 103
Middle School
Grades 6-8 meet in Room 206
High School
Grades 9-12 meet in Room 205
Jubilate with Children’s Music Associate
1st through 5th grades 9:30 am – 10:00 am
in Room 105 with Alicia Chew

ADULT CLASSES
SPa CLASS - Room 200
The SPa (Saint Philip Adults) class is a fellowship of adults
from all walks of life who gather for learning and community.
Our discussion-based class meets each Sunday morning;
we use the material from the well-regarded “Thoughtful
Christian” series. Topics are timely and relevant. Please visit
www.thethoughtfulchristian.com for more details. Please
email to spa@spafellowship.org for more information about
the class.
BIBLE STUDY - Room 204
The class is engaged in a study of the book of Ruth.
The Bible study class utilizes the insights of a variety of
scholars to expand our understanding of God’s message of
faithfulness to His people. Nancy Cook and Al Waldrop
lead the discussion. All are welcome.
CHURCH & SOCIETY - Room 201 - Jan. 24 Mary
Marcotte will be back to discuss what’s happening in
churches in neighborhoods that are in transition with
ethnic populations. To see what’s coming up these next
two Sundays check out the Saint Philip website.
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WEEKDAY STUDIES
MONDAY EVENING STUDY GROUP
Monday, Jan. 25, from 5:30 to 7 p.m., is the next meeting
of the Monday evening study group, as we continue
our study of The Historical David: The Real Life of an
Invented Hero, by Joel Baden, with chapter 2, “David in
Saul’s service: Revealing a Biblical cover-up.” Haven’t
read it? No problem! Consider joining us anyway to
hear what your fellow St. Philippians think. We meet
the second and fourth Mondays in the dining room (in
the administration building, at the south end of campus),
and refreshments are provided. There is no better time
to join our group, as we have just started this book and
anticipate continued lively discussions!

MIDWEEK BIBLE STUDY
Wednesday Bible study with John Wurster continues with
a focus on the Gospel of John. While containing some of
the most familiar passages in the whole Bible, John also
offers a distinctive, often complex, presentation of Jesus.
The class meets weekly in the dining room, 10:30 - 11:30
a.m.

PRESBYTERIAN MEN’S WEEKLY
FELLOWSHIP
The Men’s Weekly Fellowship meets every Friday in
the Conference Room at 12:00 pm. They have selected
Words Made Flesh by J. Pittman McGehee. Robert
Estill has copies of the book available for $15. Those
men who wish to participate should bring bag lunch and
refreshments will be provided. All men welcome. The
group wraps up promptly at 1:00 pm.

Are you Presby Pro
(Presbyterian Proficient)?

Test
your
knowlege
about
Presbyterian
history,
symbols,
practices, and more. Each edition
of the Philip-Eye will have two
questions to expand your familiarity
with our faith. The answers are later
in the newsletter.
1. The symbol to the right is the seal of the Presbyterian
Church (U.S.A.) How many different symbols can you
identify in it?
2. What is a synod? Can there be more than one?
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Opportunities

GOD’S FAMILY AT WORSHIP

The Education Committee invites parents and children,
first through fifth grade, to a series of workshops every
Sunday in January where we will explore different parts
of worship at St. Philip. We hope that you can join us!
Classes will begin each Sunday at 9:30 a.m. in Room 103.
Please contact Omar if you have any questions.
Jan. 24 - Celebrating the Church Year–Trudy Cleveland 		
and Roderick James with John Wurster
Jan. 31 - Music at St. Philip – Carol Junkin and Cletus
Johnson with Matthew Dirst and
Jane Malczewskyj

MUSIC AT ST. PHILIP CONCERT SERIES
presents A Night at the
Opera, a showcase of
our talented staff singers
performing music that you
won’t hear in a church service!

These fine singers have developed a fascinating program
for our enjoyment. A duet sung by Alicia Chew and Alex
Scheuermann from Candide, by Leonard Bernstein, and
the title song from Kurt Weill’s Lost in the Stars sung
by Gregory McDaniel will set the program in motion,
followed by solo arias sung by Julia Fox, César Torruella,
Esteban Cordero, and Alex Steuermann from operas by
Mozart, Bellini, Santoliquido, and Verdi, and Brentano
Lieder by Richard Strauss sung by Alicia Chew. Duets
and trios with Robin Angly and various combinations of
singers will include ensembles by Donizetti, Bizet, and
Offenbach. The singers will be accompanied by Matthew
Dirst and Jeffrey Cooper.
Don’t miss this opportunity to hear these fine singers in a
varied program of beautiful music. Sunday, Jan. 24, 6:00
p.m. in the sanctuary. Admission is free, an offering will
be received to help support the Music at St. Philip Concert
Series. Check out and like our Facebook page, Music at
St. Philip Concert Series.

ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
The Session has set the annual meeting of the
congregation for Feb. 14, following the 11:00
service. It will be held in Fellowship Hall and lunch
will be available. The agenda includes a review of
2015, consideration of the pastors’ terms of calls,
and election of members to the Congregational
Nominating Committee.

ARTS & CRAFT STUDIO

The next scheduled Saturday craft is Feb. 6th, from 12 p.m.
till 6 p.m. Please RSVP to Lorrie@saintphilip.net so we
have enough supplies. Bring a snack to share with everyone.
Have any type of craft project that you would like to work
on and just need the company? Come join us!

YOUNG ADULTS SUPER BOWL
PARTY

Young adults continue their tradition of enjoying
the game on Walker and Jessie’s massive
theater screen! This will be Sunday, February
7th. Please bring a snack or beverage to share.
Friends and kiddos are welcome! Contact
Keatan King for more details.

DUERR LECTURE SERIES 2016
ST. PHILIP PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Speaker for the 19th annual Duerr Lecture Series, Feb.
21, 22, and 23, 2016, will be Dr. Joshua Ralston, Lecturer
in Muslim-Christian Relations at the University of
Edinburgh School of Divinity (Scotland). Dr. Ralston’s
lectures, “Bearing Witness: Reframing Christian-Muslim
Encounters,” will explore ways for Christians and Muslims
to encounter one another, debate our truth claims, and work
for the common good. Dr. Ralston holds degrees from Wake
Forest University, New College University of Edinburgh,
Candler School of Theology, and Emory University.
Mark your calendar and plan to attend these lectures as
we explore how we might seek peace, inter-religious
understanding, and justice without giving up on our
particular faith commitments. Dr. Ralston will preach at
the Sunday morning worship services (8:30 and 11:00) and
present lectures each evening at 7:00.
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WOMEN’S HOME EASTER BOXES
Annually, St. Philip gathers items for ‘Easter’ boxes to
give to women at The Women’s
Home. They offer women – many
who are homeless and lack job
skills or education due to abuse,
substance abuse and mental
illness – a home and support. The
boxes include personal items and
accessories. If you would like to
contribute one or more of these
goods, please refer to the list
below and bring to worship or the
office and put in the box marked
Women’s Home. We will collect
items until Sunday, March 20th
and the goal is to donate at least 55 boxes. If you would
prefer to have someone else do the shopping, donations are
taken. If you have any questions, please contact Janet Davis
713.464.2385. Many, many thanks; all is appreciated.
Bar Soap			
Panty Hose/Knee Highs		
Tissues				
Combs				
Shampoo (10-12 oz.)		
Jewelry				
Small Easter novelties		
Wash Cloths			
Razors				
Greeting Cards			
Photo Boxes from craft stores

Cosmetics
Tooth Paste
Postage Stamps
Hairspray
Hotel Samples
Hand Lotion
Scarfs
Deodrant
Memo Pads
Pens/Pencils

LORD OF THE STREETS

The next date for us to serve breakfast to the homeless is
Sunday, Jan. 24th. We gather in the St. Philip parking lot
at 6:30 a.m. to carpool to Trinity Episcopal Church and
are back at the church by 9:00 a.m. in time for Sunday
school. We need 15 volunteers. If this date is good for you,
please call Janet Davis at 713-464-2385 to take part in this
gratifying project.

MONTHLY BOOK CLUB
A monthly interest group for women who like to read
books, socialize, and have a night out meets the 2nd
Thursday of each month at 7:00 p.m. at a member’s home.
At our next meeting, Feb. 11th we will discuss Career of
Evil by Robert Galbraith, This self-led, interactive group
produces lively discussions and wonderful fellowship. For
more information go to: www.saintphilip.net/bookgroup.

Thank you
Notes
SEAFARER MESSAGE FROM A SEAMAN

Presby Pro Answers:
1. The correct answer is eight; cross, bible, dove, pulpit,
flames, triangle, fish, and communion chalice. For more
explanation, go to www.pcusa.org and search for Seal.
2. A synod is the intermediate council serving as a corporate
expression of the church throughout its region. Yes, there
can be more than one; there are 16. St. Philip belongs to the
Synod of the Sun.

Dear Church Members,
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!
Thank you very much for the thoughtful gifts. Although
myself, I claim no religious denomination. I still was
touched by your warm caring present. Thank you from my
heart for making me feel cared for during my Christmas
away from home.
Best Wishes,
Able Seaman Casey Russel onboard Florida Voyager
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St. Philip Mo-Ranch Retreat Weekend: June 9-12, 2016
Each June, members of St Philip Presbyterian Church travel to the Texas Hill Country for a long weekend of Christian
fellowship. In the beautiful surroundings of Mo-Ranch, we study, play, and relax as a church family. Our program begins
after supper on Thursday and continues through worship on Sunday morning. Many families arrive earlier on Thursday to
enjoy the ranch and time in the river. Most of us find it difficult to leave on Sunday.
Our group will be housed in Mo-Ranch’s hotel-style accommodations. The prices listed below are for the full weekend. We
regret that we cannot prorate the fee, as Mo-Ranch requires that we book all rooms for the full retreat. There is a limited
amount of space available, so please register early to avoid disappointment. We will attempt to accommodate your housing
preferences, but we must also give special priority to matching large family groups and persons with physical limitations to
appropriate rooms and locations. Thanks in advance for cheerfully accepting your second choice if necessary.
REGISTRATION may be done either electronically via the St. Philip website (saintphilip.net) or by printed form, available
in the Gathering Area after worship or from the church office. You may pay in full at the time of registration or in three
installments (Feb. 7, Apr. 1, May 1). Confirmations and bills will be sent out by email. (Please be sure that the email you
provide is correct and is an address you check regularly.) All fees must be paid by Feb. 7 (except for installment payments).
No refunds can be made after Feb. 7 and rooms not paid by that date will be cancelled. If you do not cancel your reservation,
you must pay for your room whether you go or not.
NO ROOM ASSIGNMENT CAN BE MADE UNTIL YOUR COMPLETED FORM IS RECEIVED. PLEASE
REGISTER ONE FAMILY (OR INDIVIDUAL) PER FORM.
ACCOMODATIONS (Cost for the entire weekend)
WYNNE LODGE/FLATO LODGE (Each room has two queen beds.)
		
One or two adults: $312.00 (plus meals)
		
Third, fourth adult in same room (plus meals): $21.00/person
		
Children under 18 in same room: lodging is free; meals priced below.
PHEASANT RUN (Rooms have one or two queen beds.)
		
One or two adults: $282.00 (plus meals)
		
Third, Fourth adult in same room: $21.00 (plus meals)
		
Children under 18 in same room: lodging is free; meals priced below.
MANOR HOUSE Large rooms with multiple beds (some twins, some queens in varying combinations). Suitable
		
for families. Common living room.
		
Up to five adults/children in a room: $462.00 (plus meals)
MEAL PRICES
Adults
Children

Breakfast: $8.75
Breakfast: $6.60

Lunch: $11.75
Lunch: $7.75

Dinner: $14.00
Dinner: $9.75

DEADLINE FOR THE
NEXT PHILIP-EYE
IS JANUARY 28TH.

