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April 18, 2017 

Dear Friends, 
Amidst the excitement and significance of Holy Week and Easter, the community of St. Philip also elected Omar Rouchon as 

Associate Pastor following our Palm Sunday service. What a special moment it was as Omar returned to the sanctuary following the 

vote and shared with us his sense of call to St. Philip and his appreciation for the journey that first led him to our church in 2007 ï 

and then led him back here in 2015. Omar will be ordained to the Ministry of Word and Sacrament at his home church in Rochester, 

New York on May 28. I look forward to being there for that happy occasion. The Presbytery of New Covenant will then install Omar 

during our 11:00 service on June 4, the Day of Pentecost. That will be our chance to celebrate with the then Rev. Omar Rouchon! 
 

Between now and then, the season of Easter unfolds before us with numerous opportunities for growth: times to worship, to serve, to 

learn. Please have a look at the rest of this Philip-Eye and our website to explore the many offerings. 
 

We continue to be in a period of welcoming new people into our community.  Each Sunday brings many visitors to our worship 

services. I hope you will be on the look for newcomers and welcome them to St. Philip. Those who have recently joined our church 

make special note of the friendliness of our congregation. We all have a part to play in making this a hospitable place. 

I invite you to join me in praying for all that God is seeking to do  in and through St. Philip. 
  

Faithfully yours, 

 " 
 
 

FISH BANK OFFERING I N WORSHIP 
As part of the One Great Hour of Sharing, the children of St. Philip have been 

collecting change to help support the Self-Development of People, Presbyterian 

Disaster Assistance and Presbyterian Hunger Programs, offering assistance to 

communities around the globe.  At the beginning of Lent we read a story about 

ñGracie the Fish,ò learning of the ways in which we are called to care for all of 

Godôs creation, feeding the hungry and offering care to the sick and those 

affected by disaster.  Children are invited to offer their gifts by bringing forth 

their fish banks during worship on April 23 ï Jazz Communion 

Sunday.  Thank you all for participating!  
 

SALAAM SUPPER 
The Peacemaking and Social Justice Committee of St. Philip Presbyterian Church would like to welcome you to a Salaam Supper to 

be held Thursday evening, April 27 , from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. This is an opportunity to gather with church members, friends, 

colleagues, and the community to learn about refugees and services available to them. 
 

Mohamed Mukhtar, an employment case manager for RST Houston who came to the U.S. as a child refugee, will be the speaker. 

This is a chance to learn more about the need for refugee settlement in the United States, the State of Texas and the City of Houston. 

Your questions will be welcomed and opportunities for participation in resettlement services will be outlined. Donations benefit ing 

Refugee Services of Texas will be received at the Supper and are accepted at any time at saintphilip.net, click on designated giving. 
 

Welcoming the poor and oppressed has been a founding principle of our nation and is the foundation of St. Philipôs We Choose 

Welcome message. This is a great opportunity to learn how you can be a part of putting the message into practice.  Please RSVP by 

email to welcome@saintphilip.net, or by calling the church office at 713.622.4807. Cost of the dinner is $10 payable at the door. 

Child care is available by calling the church office.  Location will be announced closer to event based on attendance. 
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April 18, 2017 

 IN OUR PRAYERS 
 

Family of Marian Murphree, who died on April 10; memorial 

service will be Friday, April 21 at 11:00 a.m. at St. Philip 

George Hellandðrehab at Brookdale Post Oak 

Carey Murpheyðrecuperating  

Barbara Rathgeberðreceiving dialysis 

Margaretta Boldingðat The Treemont  

Barbara Cloningerðat Home Sweet Home Hospice Care in Katy  

Anné Keeverðrecovering from leg surgery 

Diane Boddington NahajzerðLaura Burgessô aunt receiving 

cancer treatments 

Steve SmithðShelley Smithôs brother experiencing serious 

health issues 

Dienna ClevelandðDan Clevelandôs niece, cancer in 

Kissimmee, FL 

Jack Wetmoreðfriend of Wayne and Sandra Truxillo is 

receiving treatment  

Recuperating at Home  

Joe Ann Berwick, Jan Conner, Larry Dean, Helen Harris, 

Malcolm Host, T.E. ñJoeò Keever, Phil McDaniel, Alice 

Pennington, Carolyn Vestal, Penny Vieau, Ruth Weber. 

Join us for the Annual Church Picnic!   The fun begins following the 11am Jazz Communion service on Sunday, April 23rd.  Weather 
permitting, this event will be held outside on the front lawn, otherwise, join us in the fellowship hall.   All ages are welcome.  We will 
have fun games and activities, so please dress comfortably for this active outdoor event.   

JAZZ COMMUNION SERVI CE 
Houston composer and jazz pianist, Paul 

English has prepared a unique program for 

St. Philipôs Jazz Communion Service on 

April 23  which includes specific 

selections from his original compositions 

of sacred music: ñCome to the Fountainò, 

ñCreate in Me a Clean Heart, O Godò, 

ñSanctusò, and ñCome Ye Disconsolateò. 

His blend of musical arrangements for additional hymns and 

well-known songs, will warm your heart and inspire your 

soul.  For ñMoonlight Serenadeò and ñDear Lordò, Paul offers 

his heart-felt original lyrics as well.  The service will be 

performed by an array of leading jazz and classical musicians 

including Elisha Jordan, vocals; Cecilia Duarte, vocals; Ingrid 

Gerling, violin/vocals; David Caceres, sax/vocals; Paul 

English, piano; Brennen Nase, guitar/bass; and  Tim Solook, 

drums. Paul's jazz quartet will entertain everyone during the 

picnic lunch after the service. All are invited to attend. 

 

YOUTH FAST FUNDRAISE R 
On May 12-13, St. Philip youth will participate in a thirty-hour 

fast, an educational event designed to help students learn about 

the national and global hunger epidemic. By committing 

themselves to thirty hours of fasting and experiencing first-

hand the effects of hunger, they will raise funds to support the 

CCSC Food Pantry. During the fasting, they will be receiving 

plenty of water, juice, milk, and broth. The Youth will have a 

table in the Gathering Area on Sundays, April 23 through May 

14 to seek pledges for fundraising. We ask that the 

congregation consider making pledges to youth in either dollars 

or donations for the CCSC Food Pantry (most desired items 

include canned, meaty soup, dry cereal, dry beans, rice, bread). 

THE WOMENôS HOME 
Many, many  thanks to everyone for your 

overwhelming and generous support of 

Easter boxes for The Womenôs Home.  

Because of your many gifts, we were able to 

deliver fifty-five beautiful boxes, plus 

several large bags of loose items.  The women are thrilled to get 

the Easter boxes. 


