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LENT VBS 2017: ONE SAYS THANK YOU!
This year’s Lent VBS theme comes from Luke’s gospel, the story of the healing of the Ten Lepers.
The story concludes with one of the healed returning to offer his thanks. In the midst of God’s grace,
we are always called to express our gratitude. As we begin our Lenten journey, offering gratitude is
an important spiritual practice that we all can work on.
For the past three years, Advent and Lent VBS or “Vacation Bible Saturday” have become wellattended opportunities for learning and worship, prayer and fun for our youngest disciples. Children
are able to spend an extended period of time focusing on the day’s theme, exploring it in many
different ways – through song, drama, games, art and science, too!
Our one-day VBS model has become very popular; and with the practical challenges of recruiting
adult volunteers for week-long summer VBS programs, the Education Committee has elected to try
a day-long summer VBS program this year, to be held on Saturday, July 15. Save the date! You
may still register for Lent VBS by visiting the church website.
We hope to see many of our young disciples on Saturday, February 25 and Saturday, July 15.

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
On February 19 the Session welcomed eight new
members to the congregation. We have included
introductions of four of these individuals. In the
next issue of the Philip-eye we will have
introductions on: John and Judye Hartman, Mike
Huffman, and Susan Huffman (no relation). You
can see pictures of these new members in the
Gathering Area. Please take the time to say hello
and welcome them to our church.
MRS. SHARON WEBB
Sharon joins us by letter of transfer from the
Presbytery.
She is a former member of
Memorial Drive Presbyterian Church. She grew
up in Houston and attended Waltrip High School

and the University of Houston. Sharon is a
homemaker and enjoys travel and babysitting her
grandchildren. She and her husband Curt who
were married in 1993 heard about St. Philip
through a friend and were drawn by our worship
service and friendly congregation. She has been
previously ordained as an Elder, and her interests
include Worship, Missions, and Peacemaking
and Social Justice. She is happy to join St
Philip!
MR. WILLIAM CURTIS (CURT) WEBB
Curt also joins St. Phillip by letter of transfer
from the Presbytery. He is a former member of
Memorial Drive Presbyterian Church. Curt grew
up in New Mexico, Arizona, and West Texas.
He graduated from Baylor and is employed as an
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Dear Friends,
From year to year, Easter is a moving target on the calendar. Dated according to the cycles of the moon and the spring
equinox, Easter can fall anywhere between March 22 and April 25. This year Easter is April 16, three week later than Easter 2016.
The date for Easter determines a number of things on the church calendar, including the liturgical season of Lent. A fortyday period preceding Easter (Sundays aren’t included in the count), Lent begins this year on March 1, Ash Wednesday. A season of
contemplation and renewal, Lent is a time to grow in grace and to discover new aspects of faith.
Accordingly, our Lenten journey includes increased opportunities for worship and learning. For each of Lent’s forty days, I
will send out a morning e-votion. These brief reflections on biblical passages are distributed via e-mail. You can join the list by
sending me a note at john@saintphilip.net. On Sunday mornings during Lent, we have an additional adult class called, “Discovering
and Delivering Your Spiritual Gifts.” Susan Lange joins me in leading this class. A psychologist and former clinical director at the
Interface-Samaritan Counseling Center, Susan has become a part of the St. Philip community after living for several years in Fort
Worth. This class will help us explore the topic of spiritual gifts, identify the gifts God has given us, and consider the difference they
can make our lives individually and as a community of faith. This class will meet in the Dining Room beginning March 5 at 9:30
a.m.
On Ash Wednesday, March 1, we have worship at 12 noon and 6:30. These are identical services that include the
imposition of ashes. A sign of mortality and penitence, the ashes symbolically represent our dependence on the faithful love of God,
which has been made known to us in Jesus Christ. On the subsequent Wednesdays of Lent, we will continue our practice of having
worship at 12 noon. We have a diverse line-up of preachers who will offer sermons based on the writings of Paul: Jim DeMent,
Austin Seminary senior and St. Philip member (March 8); Kristin Huffman, former associate pastor at Memorial Drive Presbyterian
Church (March 15); Laureen Suba, Presbyterian minister and former St. Philip member (March 22); Jonathan Britt, associate pastor
of St. Thomas Presbyterian Church (March 29); Duane Larson, interim pastor at Christ the King Lutheran Church (April 5). The
service lasts for about 30 minutes with lunch available afterwards in the Gathering Area.
See our website for further opportunities for Lent, including a family activities calendar. I’m looking forward to this season
and for the ways that God will be at work in the community of St. Philip.
Faithfully yours,


New Members cont.
attorney. His favorite hobbies are golf, reading and walking.
Curt and wife Sharon have been married twenty-four years. He
was attracted to St. Philip by our worship service, staff, and the
friendliness of our congregation. Previously ordained as an
Elder, Curt is interested in involvement with Worship,
Stewardship, and Missions.
MRS. CHRISTINE GAY VAN OSDALL
Gay joins us by reaffirmation of faith. She was previously
ordained as an Elder and Deacon. She grew up in Bryan and
attended both the University of Texas and Texas A&M. She is
retired and her favorite hobbies include reading, volunteering,
and working out. She and her husband John heard about St.
Philip through a friend. She was attracted by our worship and
the ministerial staff. Her major interests are Missions and
Peacemaking and Social Justice.
MR. JOHN LEWIS VAN OSDALL
John joins St. Philip by letter of transfer from the Presbytery.
He is a former attendee of Memorial Drive Presbyterian Church.
He has been previously ordained as both Elder and Deacon.
John and wife Gay were married in 1964. He is retired and lists
his hobbies as working out and weekend farming. John grew up
in Houston where he attended Bellaire High School and the
University of Texas. John heard about St. Philip from our Senior
Pastor and was drawn by our staff and friendly congregation.
His major interest with our church is in Missions.

SEEING IN A NEW LIGHT
The first of our new display screens is now up
and working in the office lobby. In time, they
will also be installed in the education building
and the gathering area. The screens will allow
us to present announcements, photographs,
campus maps, visitor information and more in
an engaging fashion, while lessening our
reliance on the printed paper posters taped to
the doors. The project is being led by our communications
committee.

SERVICE OF HEALING AND WHOLENESS

The next service of healing and wholeness will be February
26 at 5:00 p.m. In this service, we claim God’s promise of
well-being and seek God’s healing touch in body, mind, and
spirit. The service includes individual prayers with the
laying-on of hands and anointing with oil, along with
scripture readings and hymns. Those seeking healing in their
own lives or in the lives of others are encouraged to attend,
as well as those who feel called to pray with those who
suffer. In gathering for this service, we acknowledge that all
healing is from God, and we affirm that in the midst of
illness, pain, and suffering, our relationship with God in
Christ sustains us.
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UNHELPFUL LISTENING PATTERNS
The Peacemaking and Social Justice Committee would like to share a series of strategies and tips as we seek to remain in
relationship with family, friends, acquaintances, and others during these days when conversation can be difficult. We begin with
these unhelpful listening patterns:

•
•
•
•
•

Half-listening – Half listeners use body language like head nodding and occasional eye contact, but their attention is focused
elsewhere.
Selective Listening – Selective listeners may assume that they already know what the other person is saying so they don’t listen
closely. Selective listeners may also hear only what they want to hear.
Interrupting – Interrupters forcefully interrupt a speaker in mid-sentence to finish the speaker’s thought or speak their own
thoughts before hearing everything the speaker has to say.
Reactive Listening – Reactive listeners listen only until they want to say something. Prior to speaking, they are preparing their
statement rather than listening to what others are saying.
Defensive Listening – Defensive listeners enter a conversation with the assumption that the other speaker will be “on the
attack.” They look for points of disagreement that can be used in a counterattack.

From: To Strengthen Christ’s Body: Tools for Talking About Tough Issues, The Presbyterian Peacemaking Program, 2008,
Presbyterian Mission Agency

PW SPRING GATHERING
Presbytery of New Covenant PW and the Mission Committee of Webster Presbyterian Church invite ALL WOMEN to the Spring
Gathering, "Walk With Me," on Saturday, April 29 at 9:30 a.m. at Webster Presbyterian Church. The Rev. Helen DeLeon, Associate
Pastor at Webster Presbyterian Church, will lead our worship service. Take a journey with Keynote Speaker, Jim White of Free the
Captives, a faith-based anti-human trafficking 501(c)(3) non-profit that fights the exploitation and trafficking of Houston’s
youth. Become engaged and mobilized in the fight against modern day slavery and human trafficking. Lunchtime speaker, Jeff Carr,
former Director of Public Affairs and News Chief at NASA’s Johnson Space Center in Houston, will help us trek to the moon and
share experiences of lunar communion. The art exhibit created by artists and builders from Webster PC and the local community
guide you to a greater understanding of walking in the shoes of victims of human trafficking.
Details about mission opportunities, schedule, registration, meals, and child care can be found on the presbytery website at the end of
February: www.pbyofnewcovenant.org - click on Ministries and follow the link to Presbyterian Women. Information will also be
available at a table in the Gathering Area after the worship services during March.
The day promises to enrich women of all ages and stages of life. Hope to see you on April 29!
Webster Presbyterian Church
201 West NASA Parkway,
Webster, TX 77598
(282) 332-1251
Registration begins at 9:30 a.m.
“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has chosen me to bring good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim liberty to
the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to set free the oppressed:” Luke 4:18

IN OUR PRAYERS
Walter Baker and family upon the death of his brother in Scottsdale, AZ
Jennifer Wilson recovering from knee replacement surgery, February 21
Joan Boelens’ son—Jim who is coping with cardiac problems
Marian Murphree – moved to hospice care
Margaretta Bolding – moved to The Treemont for rehab
Bette Shumake – recovering well at Buckingham
Barbara Rathgeber – receiving dialysis
Barbara Cloninger – Hospice care at Home Sweet Home in Katy
Jack Wetmore – friend of Wayne and Sandra Truxillo, is receiving treatment
Dan Cleveland’s niece Deanna in Kissimmee, FL fighting Stage IV Breast Cancer
Jack Wetmore – friend of Wayne and Sandra Truxillo, is receiving treatment
Stephen Paine’s friend Bill Ward – complications from prostate surgery

Recuperating at Home: Joe Ann Berwick, Jan Conner, Larry Dean, Helen Harris, Malcolm Host, T.E. “Joe” Keever, Alice
Pennington, Cynthia Shoup, Jean Stanley, Sondra Sullivan, Penny Vieau, Ruth Weber,

February 21, 2017

SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES FOR ALL
ALL SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES BEGIN AT 9:30 A.M.

NURSERY AND PRESCHOOL
8:30 a.m.—12:30 p.m. Infants and children through 4 years old
are invited to our Nursery which is staffed by professional
childcare providers. Please find our Nursery in Room 106 of the
Education Building along the Sunday School Classroom hallway
on the first floor. An usher or a greeter will be happy to direct
you there.

SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES FOR ALL AGES
Godly Play (Age 3 to K)—Room 104
Grades 1, 2, & 3—Room 105 Grades 9-12—Room 205
Grades 4 & 5—Room 103
Confirmation Class—Room 202
Grades 6-8—Room 206
Youth Choir/Youth Group—next meeting will be on March 12
Youth Choir (Grades 6-12) - 3:30—Choir Room
Youth Group (Grades 6-12) - 4:30—6:30 Youth Room

CHURCH & SOCIETY—meets in the St. Philip Dining
Room on February 26 - Ethical Wills-Inspiring the Next
Generations - In this workshop, Rabbi Schloss will begin by
introducing the concept of ethical wills and share some brief
biblical examples as well as excerpts from several modern
ethical wills. She will also talk about different mediums for
creating an ethical will, and will give writing prompts for the
class to begin working on their own ethical will. Time will be
left for those participants who would like to share what they
have written with the rest of the class to enable us to experience
various ways of addressing the same prompt. Rabbi Schloss
serves at Temple Beth Tikvah, Clear Lake, Texas. March 5 - In
Life and in Death We Belong to God - Continuing in the
conversation from February 26, Rev. John Wurster will reflect
on ethical wills from a Presbyterian perspective with particular
attention to how they might be incorporated into the funeral
service. This session will also offer some general guidelines for
planning a funeral.

BIBLE STUDY – Room 204 – The class is engaged in a study
of the book of 1 Samuel which tells of the rise of the kingdom
of Israel and the eventual rise of David as their leader, revealing
throughout the very human traits of the people involved in the
narrative. The Bible study class utilizes the insights of a variety
of scholars to expand our understanding of God’s message of
faithfulness to His people. Nancy Cook and Al Waldrop lead
the discussions. All are welcome.

SPa—Room 200 - The SPa (Saint Philip Adults) class is a
fellowship of adults from all walks of life who gather for
learning and community. It is a conversation/dialogue-based/
interactive class. Sharing leadership is easy and fun and, as you
probably can tell, we're not a group that is shy about asking
questions! We are currently reviewing the revised common
lectionary through Feasting on the Word. Contact Greg Han at
greg@hanmail.me

CHILDREN'S CHAPEL
On the second and fourth Sunday of each month, children in Pre
-K through first grade are invited to attend Children's Chapel
with Omar Rouchon and a parent-helper following the
conversation with children during the 11 o’clock service. In the
Children's Chapel, our young disciples learn the whos, whats,
wheres, whens and whys of worship, while praying, singing and

hearing God's word at an age-appropriate level. Children return
to join the congregation in the first few pews on the lectern side
of the church for the last hymn. Please contact Omar Rouchon
if you have any questions. The next service is February 26.

WEEKDAY CLASSES
MONDAY EVENING STUDY GROUP
On Monday, February 27, at 5:30 p.m., we conclude our
discussion of Martin Thielen’s book What’s the Least I Can
Believe and Still Be a Christian? with chapters 16 through 21
in Part 2, “Ten Things Christians Do Need to Believe.” Topics
include:
• Jesus’ death: What about suffering?
• Jesus’ resurrection: Is there hope?
• Jesus’ legacy: Is the Church still relevant?
• Jesus’ promise: Who is the Holy Spirit?
• Jesus’ vision: What is God’s dream for the world?
• A final question: Do mainline Christians believe in
getting saved?
We meet for fellowship, a brief prayer, and study each
second and fourth Monday, from 5:30 to 7:00 p.m., in the
Dining Room (in the administration building, at the south
end of campus). Note: Since the Duerr lecture follows our
meeting, those attending both gatherings might wish to
bring their own dinner.

MIDWEEK BIBLE STUDY
John Wurster is leading a study of the Book of Revelation. This
final book of the Bible has long puzzled readers with its vivid
imagery and apocalyptic themes. Over the coming months, we
will read the entire book and piece together its meaning and
significance. The class meets at 10:30 a.m. on Wednesday in the
Dining Room.

PRESBYTERIAN MEN’S WEEKLY FELLOWSHIP
Join the Men’s Weekly Fellowship each Friday. They meet on
Fridays in the Conference Room at noon. The book that they
are discussing is What’s the Least I Can Believe and Still Be a
Christian? A Guide to What Matters Most by Martin Thielen.
Please contact Robert Estill about copies of the book
reestill@sbcglobal.net The men who wish to participate should
bring a bag lunch; refreshments will be provided. Men of all
ages are welcome to participate in the self-led group. The group
wraps up promptly at 1:00 p.m.

MONTHLY BOOK GROUP
A monthly interest group for women who like to read books,
socialize, and have a night out meets the second Thursday of
each month at 7:00 p.m. at a member’s home. Our next meeting
is March 9 at the home of Amye Webster. The book we will be
discussing is A Man Called Ove by Frederick Backman. We
will also talk about book nominations and the 2017 timeline.
This self-led, interactive group produces lively discussions and
wonderful fellowship. For more information go to: http://
saintphilip.net/BookGroup.html or Sarah O’Dell at
sarah.odell6@gmail.com

February 21, 2017

ASK A PROFESSOR
We welcome Dr. Margaret
Aymer, Professor of New
Testament at Austi n
Presbyterian Theological
Seminary on February 26
at 5:30 p.m. in the Dining
Room. Young adults will
have a chance to pick her
brain informally over dinner
before her lecture, "From Babel to Pentecost: Postmodernism,
Christians and Scripture.” Dr. Aymer is a well-spring of
wisdom and insight into the texts of the New Testament. Over
dinner, we'll hold informal conversation and a time for you to
ask those burning questions about the gospels, Paul, or the
epistles that you've always had, but never asked a scholar!
Afterward, stay for dessert and Dr. Aymer's lecture in
Fellowship Hall.

NIGHTLY LECTURES
Speaker for the 20th annual Duerr Lecture Series, February
26, 27, and 28 will be Dr. Margaret Aymer, Associate
Professor of New Testament, Austin Presbyterian Theological
Seminary. Her lectures, “From Babel to Pentecost:
Postmodernism, Christians and Scripture,” will look at
ways in which postmodernity challenges all Christians while
calling us to be more faithfully and more passionately engaged,
both with the Christian scriptures and with the provisional,
partial, contextual theologies that arise in Christian
communities.

BROWN BAG LUNCH
Men and women are invited to meet with Dr. Margaret Aymer
on Monday, February 27, at noon in the Dining Room. Please
bring a brown bag lunch and enjoy informal conversation with
the speaker for the Duerr Lecture Series. Drinks are provided.
Bring a friend, all are welcome, and no reservations necessary.
Note that there is only one lunch meeting and both men and
women are invited.

THEOLOGY ON TAP
Join persons in their 20s and 30s who
engage heart and mind in exploring the
mystery of faith through worship,
theological conversation, and mission
within an inclusive, supportive community
that is committed to serving our neighbors
with compassion and humility. Next
meeting is March 7 at 6:30 p.m. The Black Labrador—4100
Montrose Blvd #8, Houston, TX 77006 .

ANNUAL CHURCH PICNIC
Join us for the Annual Church Picnic!
The fun begins
following the 11am Jazz Communion service on Sunday, April
23. We will provide fried chicken and drinks. Please bring
folding chairs and a pot-luck dish to share: A-H side dishes, I
-N desserts, O-Z salads/veggies. Weather permitting, this
event will be held outside on the front lawn; otherwise, join us
in the Fellowship Hall. All ages are welcome. We will have
fun games and activities, so please dress comfortably for this
active outdoor event. Please RSVP to the church office so that
we will provide enough chicken.

CONFIRMATION CANIDATE
The church nurtures those baptized as
children and calls them to make public
their personal profession of faith and
their acceptance of responsibility in the
life of the church. Currently we have a
group of students who have been
partnered with an adult mentor and who
have been participating in classes each
Sunday, learning about Presbyterian
faith and their place in the church. On
Easter, April 16, after interviews with
our session, these students will be
confirmed and received into
membership of the church. For this
newsletter we would like to introduce you to Eleanor Kimbro.
An eighth-grader at Lanier Middle School, Eleanor has
participated in theatre for three years. Her last show at the
school was Legally Blonde which just closed. The best part of
Eleanor’s day is ‘definitely rehearsals’ and getting to spend time
with her friends and work on the shows. Through May she will
continue in the Lanier Dance program on the Dance Team. Her
family has participated in the Mo-Ranch retreat several times.
Last year Eleanor enjoyed the youth trip to Galveston and looks
forward to Montreat this summer. Some of her volunteering has
been at Interfaith Ministries, Meals on Wheels, Kids Against
Hunger, Houston Food Bank, and the Seafarers. As Eleanor
looks forward to high school next year, she hopes to be accepted
at Carnegie Vanguard HS—HISD school for the gifted and
talented.
Eleanor has learned a lot over the last few months in
confirmation classes. “But I would say what stands out to me
most is that it's okay to have questions about faith that you don't
know how to answer. We learn and grow as a community, and
we answer questions together.”
Kate Burkhart, Eleanor’s partner, said this about her, “Eleanor is
an amazingly talented and intelligent young woman. I know she
is taking seriously what it means to be part of the Presbyterian
family. It is a joy and a privilege to partner with her on this
journey.”

PRIMETIMERS TRAVEL TO BELLVILLE
On Thursday, March 23, the Primetimers will travel to
Bellville, to visit the famous Newman’s Castle. Mike Newman,
owner of Newman’s Bakery, began constructing a Europeanstyle medieval castle in 1998 and now offers tours of his home
to groups. The Primetimers will enjoy lunch at the castle
followed by a tour of the grounds. Cost for the lunch and tour is
$15, which will be collected on the bus. Lunch choices will be
ham or turkey sandwich or a garden salad. After the visiting the
castle, St. Philippian Doris Cantrell, has invited us to her home
in Bellville for a brief visit before our return to Houston. We
will meet at the church and depart promptly at 9 a.m. Please call
the church office to reserve your spot and contact Omar
Rouchon with any questions.

February 21, 2017

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Thursday, March 9 at Nouveau Antique Bar (2913 Main St.) will be the POP’s Rodeo Event
from 6-9 p.m. Prayers of the People Chaplaincy will be honoring another member of the St.
Philip Young Adult Group! POP is proud to be presenting the 2017 Young Professional’s
Award to Tim Burgess! We hope you are able to come out and celebrate Tim’s dedication to
St. Philip and greater Houston community on this meaningful and exciting night. Enjoy food
from St. John’s Fire Food Truck. An exciting addition is a performance by rising Houston
Country Artist Shaun Michael! To purchase tickets go to: https://popministry.org/popsrodeo.

LOOKING TO LENT

 Ash Wednesday is March 1. We will have services at 12 noon (lunch available afterwards) and 6:30 p.m.
 Lenten Wednesday Services begin March 8 at noon with lunch at 12:30 p.m. Guest preachers will lead us on a Lenten journey
with the Apostle Paul.

 A new Sunday morning adult class for Lent begins March 5: “Discovering and Delivering Your Spiritual Gifts” led by Susan


Lange and John Wurster. What are the gifts God has given us? What difference can they make in our lives? The class meets in
the dining room.
You are invited to mark the forty days of Lent with e-votions, daily biblical reflections prepared by John Wurster and distributed
via e-mail. You can join the distribution list by sending an e-mail to john@saintphilip.net.

PCHAS NEW MOMS
Our Mission partner Presbyterian Children's Home and Services (PCHAS ) has an immediate need for
items to support a new mom who delivered unexpectedly early. We also have additional moms due to
deliver in the next two months and really need to build supplies for them . PCHAS representative Sarah
Cleary spoke eloquently at our Mission Day, and illustrated the excellent aid and development of talents
and skills of each of their young moms in in their program. PCHAS is not an open-ended handout, but
rather aid to young women going through a tough time and helping them to become self-sufficient for
their families.
At this moment, there is an immediate need for:
Diapers (newborn and larger, as babies grow quickly)
Clothes, new or used , 0- 3 months
Baby bath and baby soap
Boppi, new or used
Bottles and bottle brushes

Diaper bag, new or used
Baby Tylenol and Thermometer
Blankets, new or used
Burp cloths

Additionally you may contribute an Amazon gift eCard to PCHAS that will be used to purchase these items. Helping PCHAS with
these items allows the organization to reserve their funds for education, training, transportation, and medical needs for their
clients. Gift eCards can be delivered electronically to sarah.cleary@pchas.org
Many thanks, Janet Hess (PCHAS Ambassador)

MARCH COMMUNION OFFERING
Around the world, millions of people lack access to sustainable food sources,
clean water, sanitation, education, and opportunity.
Each gift to One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS) helps to improve the lives of
people in these challenging situations. The offering provides us a way to share
God’s love with our neighbors in need. In fact, OGHS is the single, largest way
that Presbyterians come together every year to work for a better world.
One Great Hour of Sharing, received during the season of Lent (March 1 April 15), makes a difference in the world through three impactful programs:
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, the Presbyterian Hunger Program, and SelfDevelopment of People.
Would you like to see more
pictures from Mission Day?
Visit the website or check
out any of our social media
sites.

Godly Play
Children
making
cards on
Mission
Day for
Seafarers.
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Top - Blessing Bags materials; Dick Powell—MORanch, Knitters, Community Garden with Spa, Youth
working in Community Garden, Kids Against Hunger
volunteers made meals in the Latin Rice flavor.

