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PRESBYTERIAN STATEMENT ON
FAMILY SEPARATIONS AT THE BORDER
As Presbyterians gather for the meeting of our 223rd General Assembly, we are mindful of the
many issues of justice, peace and compassion we face, both as citizens of the United States and
members of the Body of our Lord Jesus Christ. While we face issues of peace on the Korean
peninsula, tragic injustice in the Middle East, and the spectre of climate change in our nation and
our world, there is nothing of more urgency than the tragedy that is unfolding at our borders,
where children are ripped from their parents and placed in holding cells, while their frantic
parents scream in agony at the separation. What has this nation become? How have we wandered
so far from Jesus’ kind admonition, “Let the little children come to me … for it is to such as these
that the kingdom of heaven belongs”? How can this be happening in a nation in which so many
claim the traditions of Christianity, Judaism and Islam and the critical importance of families to
the fabric of our lives together?
Perhaps the most egregious aspect of this policy is the willingness of the highest legal official of
our nation to suggest that if a mother has fled violence in her own country to save herself and her
children but has not had a chance to make a proper petition for safety in the U.S., she should be
taught a lesson by having her children taken from her. It is almost incomprehensible that these
acts should be used as a warning to others who would come.
What makes matters worse is the audacity of quoting the Apostle Paul’s admonition to believers in
Romans 13:1 to obey the law (presumably whatever the law says), while ignoring the higher
scriptural demand that “love is the fulfilling of the law” (Romans 13:10). The crisis of tens of
thousands of desperate people coming to the United States for relief seems almost overwhelming.
But as the officials of our government attempt to address the crisis, we cannot afford to tarnish
the highest values of our nation. We must not punish desperate parents by tearing their children
away from them, leaving the parents without access to the children or assurance of their welfare.
In the name of God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ: Stop!
In the faith we share,
Reverend Dr. J. Herbert Nelson, II
Stated Clerk of the General Assembly Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)
June 16, 2018
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THROWBACK ST. PHILIP
See page 5 for information about these pictures. If you
have any pictures from activities, including Central
Presbyterian Church, please contact Lorrie Castle at
lorrie@saintphilip.net or 713-622-4807.

SUMMER BASICS
Beginning July 15, John Wurster will offer a series of classes on
the basic features of Christian faith and practice. Summer Basics
is a course designed as both an introduction to and a refresher on
the essentials of the Bible, worship, sacraments, and doctrine.
It’s a time to learn, remember, and reclaim the core elements of
Presbyterian identity. Why do we do it the way we do it? Why
do we believe that? Why do we say that? What do we mean by
that? The class meets in Room 201 of the Education Building.
Here’s the schedule:
July 15: Bible Basics – Old Testament
July 22: Bible Basics – New Testament
July 29: Basic Worship – the Service for the Lord’s Day
August 5: Basic Worship – Baptism and the Lord’s Supper
August 12: Basic Doctrine – Creeds and Confessions

YOUNG ADULTS
Over the years, young adults have used
summers for special Bible studies and
gatherings to focus on the Biblical text. In
our conversations in the past, issues of
Biblical authorship, redaction (editing),
and compilation of the books to form the
canon emerge often. Addressing these
messy topics doesn't lend itself to a
handful of brief evening gatherings. To do
the subject justice, a deeper course of
study is required. So this summer, SPPC
young adults are invited to learn more
about how the Bible was formed to a book club!
Bible Babel by Kristin Swenson, is a comprehensive guide to
these questions, written in an exceptionally accessible and
engaging tone that few other Biblical scholars achieve :). We'll
start our reading on July 1, and meet three times during the
summer to chat about the book. If you'd like to read along, but
have to miss in-person discussions, that's fine! We could even
create a Facebook group to check in with each other from a
distance as we read. We'll read 20-30 pages per week from July
1 to September 15.
Email Keatan King at keatan@saintphilip.net to
A. request a copy of the book
B. let me know you're reading along with your own copy
C. receive the reading and discussion schedules

CO-ED PICK-UP BASKETBALL
Join us for friendly competition and exercise through pick-up
basketball in the gym at Bellaire United Methodist Church
(4417 Bellaire Blvd, Bellaire, TX 77401). For the summer,
beginning June 7, we will play on Thursday nights. All skill
levels are welcome. For more info or questions contact Henry
Owen-r.henry.owen@gmail.com or 704-975-4005.
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NURSERY AND PRESCHOOL
8:30 a.m.—12:30 p.m. Infants and children through 4 years old
are invited to our Nursery which is staffed by professional
childcare providers. Please find our Nursery in Room 106 of the
Education Building along the Sunday School Classroom hallway
on the first floor. An usher or a greeter will be happy to direct
you there.

SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES FOR ALL AGES

Sunday School Classes are on Summer Recess
until September. Below are the classes you can
look forward to.
ALL CLASSES BEGIN AT 9:30 A.M.
Godly Play (Age 3 to K)—Room 104
Grades 1 & 2—Room 105
Grades 3,4 & 5—Room 103
Grades 6-8—Room 206
Grades 9-12—Room 205

while praying, singing and hearing God's word at an ageappropriate level. Children return to join the congregation in the
first few pews on the lectern side of the church for the last
hymn.

WEEKDAY CLASSES
PUB CLUB
Pub Club is a group for men in the church who like to enjoy
fellowship, stories and spirited discussion once a month at a
local pub. Pub Club meets the fourth Tuesday of each month.
Our next gathering is Tuesday, June 26 at 7 p.m., Beer Market
Co., 3304 Milam St., 77006. Men interested in attending may
eat beforehand or order food from the pub. For more
information or questions, please contact Tim Burgess at
TimRB1987@gmail.com.

THEOLOGY ON TAP

has recessed for the summer. We will resume in September
with our study of The Psalms, primarily from the NRSV and Dr.
Robert Alter’s The Book of Psalms: A Translation with
Commentary. Al Waldrop will lead the discussion, and all are
welcome.

Join a community of people in their 20s and 30s for
compassionate conversation regarding all matters of the life of
faith. We meet monthly at different restaurants in Houston and
pose questions for group reflection and discussion. Bring a
friend or your partner, your questions and ideas, and your thirst
for knowledge! Next meeting is July 10 at 6:30 p.m. Cleburne
Cafeteria , 3606 Bissonnet St., 77005.

CHURCH & SOCIETY— Room 201 – Fall Semester

WOMEN’S MONTHLY BOOK GROUP

BIBLE STUDY—Room 204—The Adult Bible Study Class

2018 Highlights -Sept. 9 - Rally Day - Church & Society class
reunion and preview of the 2018 fall semester. The focus of our
speakers for the fall will be The Class of 2036 - children born
in 2018 who will be 18 yrs. old when Houston celebrates its
200th birthday in 2036. Sept. 16 - The Class of 2036 - Rev.
Cassandra Dahnke, cofounder of The Institute for Civility in
Government and Dr. Bertie Simmons, Furr Senior High School.
Sept. 23 - The Class of 2036 - Joel Goza, visiting scholar of
race, religion and politics at the University of St. Thomas. Sept.
30 - The Class of 2036 - Laurence Payne, Educational
Excellence Resource Group - Interfaith Ministries and author of
The Heart of Houston: Lessons in Servant Leadership. Oct. 7 The Class of 2036 at St. Philip - Rev. Omar Rouchon, Associate
Pastor for education and spiritual formation at St. Philip. Oct. 14
- The Class of 2036 - Immigrant and Refugee Health—Dr.
Padma Swamy and Mehdi Vasigh - Children at Risk - Doctors
for Change.

SPa—Room 200—The SPa (Saint Philip Adults) class is a
fellowship of adults from all walks of life who gather for
learning and community. It is a conversation/dialogue-based/
interactive class. Sharing leadership is easy and fun and, as you
probably can tell, we're not a group that is shy about asking
questions! During the summer break, we invite your input as we
consider topics to discuss in the fall. Contact:
Omar@saintphilip.net.

CHILDREN'S CHAPEL—Room 203— The children’s
chapel meets the second and fourth Sunday excluding the
summer months. Children in pre-K through first grade are
invited to attend Children's Chapel with our Associate Minister,
Omar Rouchon and a parent helper following the conversation
with children during the 11 o’clock service on the second and
fourth Sundays. In the Children's Chapel, our young disciples
learn the whos, whats, wheres, whens and whys of worship,

A monthly interest group for women who like to read books,
socialize, and have a night out meets the second Thursday of
each month at 7:00 p.m. Our next meeting on July 12, will be a
social at Local Foods 2555 Kirby Dr., 77019. This self-led,
interactive group produces lively discussions and wonderful
fellowship. For more information contact Sarah O’Dell at
sarah.odell6@gmail.com.

MIDWEEK BIBLE STUDY
RETURNING IN THE FALL John Wurster leads this study
Wednesday mornings at 10:30 in the Dining Room.

PRESBYTERIAN MEN’S WEEKLY FELLOWSHIP
RETURNING IN THE FALL Men of all ages are welcome to
participate in this self-led group. The Men’s Weekly Fellowship
meets each Friday in the Conference Room at noon. The book
we are using is “Preaching The Women of the Old Testament;
Who They Were and Why They Matter” written by Lynn
Japinga. Please contact Gary Gardner at ggardne148@aol.com
if you have any questions.

MONDAY EVENING STUDY GROUP
Everyone is welcome to the meetings of the Monday evening
study group when we reconvene in the fall! Our next meeting
will be September 10, from 5:30 to 7:00 pm. Join your fellow
St. Philippians for refreshments and a brief devotional as we
open our discussion of our next book (still TBD). We gather in
the Dining Room (in the Administration Building, at the south
end of campus).
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JULY
COMMUNION
OFFERING

We fill an empty shoe box (medium) with personal items that
include: deodorant, shampoo, deodorant soap, hotel samples,
adhesive bandages, medicated powder/cream, toothbrush,
toothpaste, dental floss, cotton swabs, nail clippers, lip balm,
shaving cream, disposable razors, shaving cream, comb, wash
cloth, and small tissue pack. We add a mix of a Texas souvenir,
key chain, sewing kit, mechanical pencil, address book, paper
clips, rubber bands, USB flash drive, pocket-sized notebooks,
pens, Sudoku and word search puzzles, crosswords, playing
cards, gum, hard candy, microwave popcorn, hot chocolate,
baseball cap, or socks.

St. Philippians and their families—Casey Lambright, Roderick
James, Wayne Truxillo, Carolyn Vestal, Elizabeth Carlton
Lithio—granddaughter of Jeanie Flowers, Toto McGehee,
David Castle, Cathy Truxillo—sister-in-law of Sandra
Truxillo, Ralph Arlinghaus - father of Paul Arlinghaus,
Arlette Keene, T.E. “Joe” Keever, Ian Pearce, Rusty
Howard, Phillip McDaniel, Ruth Weber, Carol Paine
Kendrick, Erica Stokes, Joe Ann Berwick, George
Helland, Alice Pennington, Joyce Randolf, Van Rathgeber,
Penny Vieau, and Darnell Burks—father of Deb Burks.

CCSC
( C h r i s t ia n
Community Service
Center) was founded
through a grass-roots
effort
begun in
1977.
In 1980, six
churches including
Central Presbyterian
Church, incorporated
to create CCSC as a
Texas nonprofit corporation. The original vision of the founding
churches was to create an organization to fulfill the Church’s
call in meeting the immediate needs of people in crisis. By
banding together, churches could maximize community
resources and prevent duplication of services. CCSC then
became the local outreach office of its member churches, and
today it is a coalition of 42 unique Christian churches, including
Saint Philip.
CCSC is mission -focused, volunteer-based, and pledges to treat
all people with dignity and respect. Throughout the year, CCSC
organizes two daily food pantries, emergency financial aid, job
preparation resources, and Jingle Bell Express to give toys,
books and a holiday food package to folks who cannot provide
these on their own. And, Saint Philip members will have the
opportunity to volunteer again in July and August to help with
the UPCOMING Back-to-School Drive!
It costs $45 per child to provide a new uniform, backpack, and
HISD required, grade-level specific, supplies for students PreK8th grade. In this way, you can directly provide for a child’s
school experience for a year. The July Communion offering will
be applied to this program. Please give generously to support
the education of our under-served children, and watch for the
Volunteer Signup table in the Gathering Area in July!

Friends of St. Philippians—Derek Nusbaum & family –
friends of Cameron & Heather Highsmith; refugee family
from Iraq—Hassan, Enas, Dima and Ahmed; Trudy Smith
Alexander-of Robin & Gary Willis; and Grady Reed-of
Stephen Paine.
Throwback St. Philip—Pics on page 2 are from Mo—
Ranch 1998. The top picture: Jack Lippincott and the
bottom picture is Ralph Cherrillo and Susan Mitchell.
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