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Houston, Texas

CONFIRMATION
The church nurtures those baptized as children and calls them to make public their personal
profession of faith and their acceptance of responsibility in the life of the church. Currently we
have a group of students who have been partnered with an adult confirmation partner and who have
been participating in classes each Sunday learning about Presbyterian faith and their place in the
church. After interviews with our session on May 13, these students will be confirmed and received
into membership of the church during the 11:00 service on May 20. We would like to introduce
them to you.
Sasha Arlinghaus
A valued team member of the Pershing Panda’s Lacrosse team in the spring,
Sasha also participates with the cross-country team in the fall. She is in 8th
grade at Pershing Middle school and belongs to the National Junior Honor
Society. If you don’t find her playing lacrosse in her spare time, you will find
her shopping. Sasha plans to go to college and hopes to play lacrosse at this
level. For eight years, Sasha has attended Cho-Yeh and participated in
Conclaves. Additionally she volunteers with the Kids Against Hunger
program at St. Philip. Participating in confirmation class, Sasha’s faith has
grown from what she has learned about the history of the Presbyterian church.
She says that having an adult partner like Kate Crary has been great. She and
Kate had to teach a lesson and she feels that is the best way to learn it. Sasha is
very grateful to become a part of the church as a participating member.
Callie Bream
Callie goes to Kinkaid and is in the seventh grade. She is in the
school orchestra and dance class, and plays volleyball, basketball,
and softball for Kinkaid. Callie likes to jump on her trampoline
with her younger sister or play with her dog named Bella. She
helped assemble blessing bags on Mission Day at St. Philip.
Though not thinking about college she is interested in teaching
middle school math. From confirmation classes Callie has learned
about how God, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit were connected and it
made her think about how they influence her faith on a daily basis.
Having Liz Miguez as an adult confirmation partner allowed her to
share experiences and how these experiences connected to the lesson. What did you gain this year
by team teaching a class for confirmation? “I was able to learn better because of the fun activities
that were planned and the engaging conversations that took place.” Callie is happy and ready to
officially join and become a part of the church.
Gabriel Han
Gabriel is in the 8th grade at Rainard School and is actively involved with
Boy Scouts. His free time is filled by video games and reading. Gabriel has
attended Conclaves with St. Philip at Cho-yeh. Outside of church, Gabriel
volunteers for Interfaith Ministries. He hopes to attend Texas Tech, with a
career path in biomedical or biochemical engineering. “Without Dr. Wright
with me, I would have missed out on so many opportunities for learning,”
he states about his confirmation partner, Larry Wright. By team-teaching a
class for confirmation, he has developed skills in team-leading and
teaching. What you don’t know about Gabriel Han and he would like to
share with you - “I can’t whistle, and I love Jesus.”
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Shirley Ann Frautschi
An eighth grader at Awty International
School, Shirley Ann is in the French
program. Soccer and track are her
favorite physical activities and she also
participates in the youth symphony and
band. We have heard Shirley Ann
perform multiple times during worship
services through the years. If she isn’t
doing homework, she is listening to old
rock-n-roll (Led Zepplin, Van Halen,
Guns and Roses, or ELO), bike riding or
Face-timing with friends. Giving back to the community,
Shirley Ann raises money for Heifer International. Three times a
year (Easter, Halloween and Christmas) she makes little gift
baskets for 200+ residents at Bayou Manor and distributes them.
Though a few years off from college she thinks she might want
to go to UT Austin, Fairfield University or Trinity University.
Through the confirmation class, Shirley Ann has learned more
about right and wrong and enjoyed having confirmation partner
Julia Fox on this journey.
Shirley Ann abounds with creativity, bravery, humor, smarts, a
sense of play, outdoorsy-ness, independence, and joie de vivre.
She asks good questions and makes good points, and, from my
view, really lives out her faith by caring for others - people and
creatures (and bugs!) alike. She's an inspiration to me, and her
particular constellation of gifts reminds me of a favorite
question asked at ordination/installation: will you serve the
people with energy, imagination, intelligence, and love?
Whether she knows it or not, just by being who and how she is
in the world, she is already living a resounding "yes". All best,
Julia Fox
Charlotte Murphy
Charlotte is a rising freshman at St.
Agnes Academy who will be trying out
for the Tiger Girls dance team there.
When not in school, she enjoys hanging
out with friends, binge-watching Grey’s
Anatomy and playing with her dog
Ruby. Charlotte has attended summer
camp at Cho-Yeh and Jubilee at MoRanch in the past. A student in the
National Junior Honor Society, she
volunteers with various organizations to
meet her obligations. Charlotte would like to say thank you to
her confirmation partner Nancy Higgs for helping her
throughout her journey. Charlotte is looking forward to taking a
heritage trip to China in June with her family where she will get
to visit her home town and orphanage.
I have watched these young women and men grow and evolve
spiritually quite significantly in these months. Some started at,
“Do I believe at all? What do I believe?” …to individually
making some quite profound observations about God, Jesus,
faith in general….and their own faith specifically. I’m quite
impressed with their thoughtfulness and ability (and willingness)
to express themselves. Nancy Higgs

Fiona Murphy
Fiona is an 8th grader at
Meyerland Performing and
Visual Arts Middle School and is
in the choir and theatre program.
She has many interests including
to playing video games, playing
music on her guitar, ukulele, or drums, hanging out with friends,
and writing, drawing, and creating things in her journal. Fiona
has been to Jubilee and Conclaves with St. Philip; she went to
Heifer Ranch in Arkansas with many other Presbyterian
churches and was the only St. Philipian to go on that trip. She
has volunteered at many charities, although most of her work is
with CCSC and her school. Though a few years off, she has
thought that she either wants to go into acting, fashion, a
restaurant and hotel management program and perhaps own her
very own business. Fiona has learned many things during
confirmation: how the church works and many other beliefs of
the church. She is so excited to become a member of the church!
Her confirmation partner Jennifer Wilson has helped her learn
much more and taught Fiona about the church and how it has
helped her as a member.
Fiona has gained a better
understanding about God, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit. She has
met and has gotten to know new people and has learned even
more about the people she already knew. Fiona says, “I really
hope I can make a change or help the world through the church.”
I had the privilege of being Fiona Murphy’s confirmation
partner. Fiona is mature beyond her years in her faith. Very
insightful. Very much a leader, as evidenced by the teaching
lesson on Worship which she put together herself and which was
both educational and engaging. Fiona wants to serve the
church ,and I think St. Philip should embrace her gifts, her
enthusiasm and her commitment. Jennifer Wilson
Molly Vestal
Molly will be a freshman at Bellaire
H.S. in the fall. Her extra-curricular
activities include Girl Scouts, yearbook,
and volunteering weekly at Pet Connect
Rescue. Her favorite things to do in her
pastime are working on her bulletj o u r n a l , b a b y s i t t i n g , wa t c h i n g
“Riverdale” weekly with her best friend,
and snacking on Doritos. Molly has
attended Mo-Ranch Junior High Jubilee
two summers and Cho-Yeh Conclaves
twice as well as summer camp. Volunteering, she works with
iLead, Pet Connect Rescue, Epilepsy Foundation of Texas, and
Animals on Wheels. Molly is thinking pre-med or nursing will
be her course of study in the future. Her confirmation partner,
Rhonda Sands has helped enhance her faith journey because she
gained insight from someone who had already experienced her
own faith journey. Molly enjoyed teaching the polity of the
church because it helped her learn how the church is run. Molly
is excited to become a member of this caring and teaching
community.
I have enjoyed getting to know Molly more during this exciting
process. Her heart is huge and she truly cares about others. She
uses humor and honesty to discuss difficult issues and loves
harmony. I am enthusiastic about Molly making a difference for
Christ at St. Philip and in the community. Congratulations,
Molly - Rhonda Sands.
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Joseph Webster
Joseph is an eighth grader and is active
in Boy Scouts, the Cinco Ranch Junior
High choir, and swims with Power
Aquatics. He is a big fan of video
games and Netflix.
Experiencing
Christian summer camp both at Mo
Ranch and Tall Timber Ranch
(Leavenworth, WA), Jospeh has also
enjoyed going to Mo Ranch with St.
Philip each June. He volunteers with
Kids Against Hunger and does multiple mission projects with
Troop 608 in Katy. Joseph would like to attend Texas A & M
University, but is not sure what he might study, though he does
love animals and biology. The confirmation class has given him
the chance to interact with people of all ages. His experience in
confirmation class definitely was enhanced by having Chuck
Johnson as his confirmation partner. “Chuck is awesome!”
exclaims Joseph. “We have had great conversations, and he is
so much fun to talk with and be around.” During the lesson that
Chuck and Joseph team-taught (and during class), he has learned
to be a better listener.
It was clear to me from our first meeting that Joseph
"understood the big picture," i.e. what this confirmand process is
all about. We both arrived ready to learn together. It has been
a blessing watching Joseph over these 20 weeks respond and
grow with the whole class. His confidence is refreshing. He
wanted to be there, and it showed! It was obvious early on that
the 17 of us were meant to be together... a Godincidence. The
word coincidence does not adequately describe what we all
experienced. (Note to St. Philip: This young church will be
ready when their time to lead arrives - God has blessed us with a
ready continuance.) Chuck Johnson
From Amye (mom): Joseph is a somewhat rambunctious,
friendly and fun-loving son. He is a good friend to others. We
love to hear him singing in the shower and around the
house. Fun Fact: Joseph had the privilege of attending session
meetings when I first served on session (2004-2007) and he was
a newborn.
An anonymous donor has made a gift of a redbud tree which has
been planted near the staff parking lot in honor of the 2018
Confirmation Class.

Dear Friends,
The Day of Pentecost is this Sunday. Pentecost is
always a highlight of the church year, as we celebrate the gift of
the Holy Spirit and attend to the Spirit’s work within us,
between us, and among us. The sustaining presence of God is
mediated through the Holy Spirit. The Spirit brings us to ever
new understandings of our salvation and directs us to live in
solidarity with all creation. The Spirit illumines minds, convicts
hearts, and awakens both individuals and communities to lead
lives of faith and service so as to embody and extend God’s love
throughout the world.
It is a particular joy and especially fitting for us to
celebrate confirmation this Pentecost. We have eight young
people who have been engaged in weekly study since January,
learning basic features of theology and exploring the life of
faith. They presented faith statements to the Session this past
Sunday. On Pentecost, they will make their professions of faith
in our 11:00 service and be received into the membership of the
church. We have more details about the students in this year’s
class in this issue of the Philip-Eye.
The faith statements that these youth have prepared are
beautiful and candid, insightful and inspirational. I’d like to
share some excerpts so you can glimpse the ways faith is finding
expression in these young disciples:
 A Christian is someone who tries to understand the power and
being of God, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit through practice and
hopes for progress towards a world where God’s will really is
done on earth as it is in heaven.
 I believe that the most important part of the mission of St.
Philip is how welcoming it is. . . . I want to continue to go on
my faith journey with Jesus, and I want to have a place in this
welcoming community.
 Jesus is the Son of God and my Savior. I think of him as a
brother or friend who always has my back.
 I think everyone was created equally by the love of God, no
matter sexual orientation, looks, or beliefs. I love the fact that
our church embraces that. I love that St. Philip lets everyone
come and enjoy the Lord’s grace.
 I believe Jesus died for me and everyone. . . . When Jesus was
alive he was the most humble man and that encourages me to
be the most humble person I can be.
 I believe that we have been given a gift of life and that we
should be grateful.
 God helps you when you are struggling and loves you when
nobody else does.
 Jesus taught us to treat each other with love and respect. As a
Presbyterian, I believe that Jesus is important because of his
death on the cross and the salvation freely given to all.
Confirmation, of course, is not the end of learning and growing
in faith; instead, confirmation gives us the vocabulary so that we
can continue these conversations more deeply. I am thankful for
the young people in this year’s class. I am thankful for the adult
partners who walked with them during these months of study. I
am thankful for what’s been learned, shared, and expressed; and
I’m thankful for the promise of what’s to come as the Spirit
continues to work within the community of St. Philip.
Faithfully yours,
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THROWBACK ST. PHILIP
See page 6 for information about these pictures. If you
have any pictures from activities, including Central
Presbyterian Church, please contact Lorrie Castle at
lorrie@saintphilip.net or 713-622-4807.

We are near the top of Section 6, with 2 handicap (wheelchair)
slots available for our use. Lots of fun activities for the
kiddos! Visit the table in the Gathering Area to select your seats
and pay for your tickets!

CO-ED PICK-UP BASKETBALL
Join us for friendly competition and exercise through pick-up
basketball in the gym at Bellaire United Methodist Church
(4417 Bellaire Blvd, Bellaire, TX 77401). We will meet weekly
on Wednesdays at 7 p.m. All skill levels are welcome. For
more info or questions contact Henry Owen—
r.henry.owen@gmail.com or 704-975-4005.

CHURCH DIRECTORIES
The Communications & Technology Committee is proud to
release the 2018 Church Directory. They would like to remind
you that electronic access to the directory is available on the
church website—www.saintphilip.net through MyStPhilip and
on your smartphone with the Church Life app. You can pick up
your traditional copy in the Gathering Area. If you picked up a
directory May 6 and it is imperfect, please email
lorrie@saintphilip.net or call her at 713-622-4807.

SERVICE OF HEALING AND WHOLENESS
The next service of healing and wholeness will be May 27. In
this service, we claim God’s promise of well-being and seek
God’s healing touch in body, mind, and spirit. The service
includes individual prayers with the laying-on of hands and
anointing with oil, along with scripture readings and hymns.
Those seeking healing in their own lives or in the lives of others
are encouraged to attend, as well as those who feel called to pray
with those who suffer. In gathering for this service, we
acknowledge that all healing is from God and we affirm that in
the midst of illness, pain, and suffering, our relationship with
God in Christ sustains us.

PENTECOST OFFERING

This year we celebrate the 20th anniversary of the Pentecost
Offering. This Special Offering of the Presbyterian Church
(U.S.A.) unites us in a church wide effort to support young
people in Christ and inspire them to share their faith, ideas, and
unique gifts with the church and the world. Our gifts will
support the Young Adult Volunteer Program (YAV’s),
ministries with youth (including the Youth Triennium), and
programs for children at risk. May 20 is the day of Pentecost
when we will celebrate with communion and welcome the
confirmation class into membership to St. Philip. By giving to
the Pentecost Offering, we are nurturing the faith of those who
are the church to come; children, youth, and young adults. You
are invited to join with the worldwide church in building for our
future, in building individual lives of faith. If we all do a little, it
adds up to a lot.
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NURSERY AND PRESCHOOL
8:30 a.m.—12:30 p.m. Infants and children through 4 years old
are invited to our Nursery which is staffed by professional
childcare providers. Please find our Nursery in Room 106 of the
Education Building along the Sunday School Classroom hallway
on the first floor. An usher or a greeter will be happy to direct
you there.

SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES FOR ALL AGES
ALL CLASSES BEGIN AT 9:30 A.M.
Godly Play (Age 3 to K)—Room 104
Grades 1 & 2—Room 105
Grades 3,4 & 5—Room 103
Grades 6-8—Room 206
Grades 9-12—Room 205

BIBLE STUDY—Room 204—After completing the story of
David in 1 Samuel—1 Kings: 1-2, we are now studying The
Psalms, primarily from the NRSV and Dr. Robert Alter’s The
Book of Psalms: A Translation with Commentary. We also
consider the insights of other translations and scholars to deepen
our understanding of God’s continuing message of faithfulness
to His people. Al Waldrop is leading the discussion while
Nancy Cook is on sabbatical this spring. All are welcome.

CHURCH & SOCIETY—Room 201—May 20 - Planned
Parenthood Gulf Coast Faith Leaders Initiative - What is the
theological basis for clergy to be an advocate for Planned
Parenthood? Why are the services of Planned Parenthood vital
to a functioning society and why should that matter to
Christians? Presented by Rev. Keatan King and Anjel Johnson,
Public Affairs Field Manager for Planned Parenthood Gulf
Coast. May 27 - Film and media study: Look Closer. What do
the opening images of a movie or television show tell us about
how to see what follows? Join Kate Burkart as we revisit the
openings of class favorites like Little Miss Sunshine; Breaking
Bad; O Brother, Where Art Thou?; The Shawshank Redemption;
and To Kill a Mockingbird (and maybe more!) to really see how
they announce the themes, character conflicts, or plot points of
the story.
Church & Society will conclude the spring semester with the
May 27 presentation. C & S will be on summer vacation and
will reunite for a preview of the fall semester on Rally Day,
September 9.

SPa—Room 200—Join us as we explore Lisa Miller’s The
Spiritual Child – The New Science of Parenting for Health and
Lifelong Thriving. We will discuss brief sections of the book
each week – come with your questions, observations and
insights – regardless of having read any of the text. Whether
parent or spiritual nurturer of young children in your life, all
have something to contribute to our thoughtful discussions. If
you have questions contact Omar Rouchon at
omar@saintphilip.net.

CHILDREN'S CHAPEL—Room 203—May 27 - On the
second and fourth Sunday of each month, children in Pre-K
through first grade are invited to attend Children's Chapel with
Omar Rouchon and a parent-helper following the conversation
with children during the 11 o’clock service. Here our young
disciples learn the whos, whats, wheres, whens and whys of

worship, while praying, singing, and hearing God's word at an
age-appropriate level.

WEEKDAY CLASSES
MIDWEEK BIBLE STUDY
John Wurster leads this study Wednesday mornings at 10:30 in
the Dining Room. Everyone is welcome.

PRESBYTERIAN MEN’S WEEKLY FELLOWSHIP
Men of all ages are welcome to participate in the self-led group.
The Men’s Weekly Fellowship meets each Friday in the
Conference Room at noon. The book we are studying is
Preaching The Women of the Old Testament; Who They Were
and Why They Matter written by Lynn Japinga The men who
wish to participate should bring a bag lunch; refreshments will
be provided. The group wraps up promptly at 1:00 p.m. Please
contact Gary Gardner at ggardne148@aol.com if you have any
questions.

PUB CLUB
Pub Club is a new group for men in the church who like to enjoy
fellowship, stories and spirited discussion once a month at a
local pub. Pub Club meets the fourth Tuesday of each month.
Our next gathering is Tuesday, May 22 at 7 p.m., Richmond
Arms, 5920 Richmond Ave., 77057. Men interested in
attending may eat beforehand or order food from the pub. For
more information or questions, please contact Tim Burgess at
TimRB1987@gmail.com.

THEOLOGY ON TAP
Join a community of people in their 20s and 30s for
compassionate conversation regarding all matters of the life of
faith! We meet monthly at different restaurants in Houston and
pose questions for group reflection and discussion. Bring a
friend or your partner, your questions and ideas, and your thirst
for knowledge! Next meeting is June 10 at 6:30 p.m. Cane
Rosso, 4306 Yoakum Blvd, 77006 .

MONDAY EVENING STUDY GROUP
Join the discussion in the Dining Room (in the Administration
Building, at the south end of campus) June 11 with St. Philip’s
Monday evening study group! Besides conversation, our
meetings include fellowship, a brief devotional, and
refreshments, as we finish our study of The Righteous Mind by
Jonathan Haidt. We will be discussing chapters 10 (The hive
switch), 11 (Religion is a team sport), and 12 (Can’t we all
disagree more constructively?), and the conclusion. We meet
from 5:30 to 7:00 p.m. Come even if you haven’t done the
reading; the discussion is always timely and thought-provoking.
We will be enjoying a summer break after this meeting, but
watch this space for “what’s next” in the fall.

WOMEN’S MONTHLY BOOK GROUP
A monthly interest group for women who like to read books,
socialize, and have a night out meets the second Thursday of
each month at 7:00 p.m. Our next meeting on June 14, will be
at the home of Nancy Young; we will discuss Eleanor Oliphant
is Completely Fine by Gail Honeyman. This self-led, interactive
group produces lively discussions and wonderful fellowship.
For more information contact Sarah O’Dell at
sarah.odell6@gmail.com.
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SESSION HIGHLIGHTS
April 2018
Called Session Meeting – April 15
 Session received into membership Joyce Fugit by letter of transfer from Presbytery of New Covenant.
Stated Session Meeting – April 17
 Session approved the following recipients of the Communion Offerings:
 May: Pentecost PC(USA)
 June: Seafarer’s
 July: CCSC
 August: Project CURE
 September: Kids Against Hunger
 October: Peace and Global Witness PC(USA)
 November: Institute of Civility
 December: Joy Offering PC(USA)
Committee Actions:
 Mission Committee has approved a plan to have each member of the committee serve as a liaison to two Mission Partners.
John A. Lemen, Clerk of Session

Throwback St. Philip—Pics on page 4. The top picture:
Jeanette & Max Wennenweser, Pam Keever, Carol Lucas,
and Jane Lee. Bottom picture from Elizabeth Duerr: AIDS
Care Team 1995—Carl Utley, Roy Nelson, Ruth Hobbs,
Dick Weber, Jim Lawson, William Howard, Peter
Vennema, Joyce Fox, Diane Vennema, Ramona Heard,
Donna Host, Sara Jean Jackson, Mac McKinnon, and
Helen Orman.

St. Philippians and their families—Elizabeth Carlton Lithio,
Ann Morgan—sister to Dorothy Blackwell, Toto McGehee,
Carolyn Vestal, Trudy Cleveland, David Castle, Cathy
Truxillo—sister-in-law of Sandra Truxillo, Ralph
Arlinghaus - father of Paul Arlinghaus, Arlette Keene,
Susan Harwood Kaczmarczik—Joe Harwood’s daughter,
T.E. “Joe” Keever, Ian Pearce, Rusty Howard, Phillip
McDaniel, Ruth Weber, Carol Paine Kendrick, Erica
Stokes, Diane Boddington Nahajzer, Joe Ann Berwick,
George Helland, Alice Pennington, Joyce Randolf, Van
Rathgeber, and Penny Vieau
Friends of St. Philippians—Wilson Revis-of Max & Jeanette
Wennenweser, refugee family from Iraq—Hassan, Enas,
Dima and Ahmed; Trudy Smith Alexander-of Robin &
Gary Willis; Barry McCarthy-of Wayne and Sandra
Truxillo; and Grady Reed-of Stephen Paine.

Many, many thanks to fourteen members of St. Philip who
served breakfast to the homeless on Sunday, May 6 as part of
the Lord of the Streets (LOTS) program at Trinity Episcopal
Church. They were Linda Bevill, Skip Britton, Ginny and Bill
Camfield, Janet and Don Davis, Robert Estill, Governor Frazier,
Judye and John Hartman, Tom Lewis, Gay and John Van Osdall
and Jenilee Simmons. If you would like to make a short term
commitment to take part in this gratifying mission, please call
Janet Davis at 713-464-2385. The next date to serve is
September 16.

IFM OPERATION
IMPACT GATHERING JUNE 2
Last year Operation IMpact delivered
hurricane survival supplies to hundreds
of elderly Meals on Wheels recipients,
which may have been lifesaving for
many during Hurricane Harvey. This
year St. Philip volunteers will again
deliver
supplies to an expanded
number of recipients. We need as
many volunteers as possible for this year’s effort on June 2.
Volunteers may sign up in the church Gathering Area on
Sundays. All volunteers will meet in the Dining Room on June
2 at 9:30 a.m.
It only takes a couple of hours to bring hope and possibly
lifesaving supplies to our most vulnerable citizens. Teams are
mixed ages and genders, and you don’t have to be super strong
to help. Please join us by signing up to help!

