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April 3, 2018

Houston, Texas

FINAL REPORT ON LENTEN OFFERING
OF VOLUNTEER TIME AND EFFORTS
On the first Sunday of Lent, I invited the congregation to consider taking on an act of
service to help someone else rather than giving up something. Social networking, twitter,
alcohol, chocolate, swearing, meat, sweets, soda, coffee, and fast food were the top 10
things users of Twitter have tweeted that they are giving up for Lent in 2018. How did we
do instead?
Two hundred and fifty individuals reported over 1500 hours of service! That’s over 190
eight-hour days that organizations benefited from not having to pay someone to complete
a task. 474.5 hours were dedicated to serving at St. Philip. How we appreciate our
faithful choir members, office volunteers, Sunday School teachers, quilters and knitters,
committee members, Kids Against Hunger packing teams, and community gardeners!
619 hours were reported as counseling, mentoring, tutoring, and serving at many of our
local Mission Partners and as far away as Ghost Ranch, Montreat, and the Yucatan.
Thank you for all the ways this congregation reaches out to others in need. You have
truly demonstrated that you are the hands and feet of Christ, serving in countless ways to a
world in need. Well done, good and faithful servants!
Anne Wilson, Chair of Mission Committee
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Thank you to all of the women who attended the 2018 PW Retreat on March 24 at St. Philip.

ATTENTION COLLEGE STUDENTS
The Mark and Velma Freeman Scholarship Fund annually
provides scholarship assistance to St. Philip students attending
college or graduate school. The application form is now
available on the church website or by contacting the church
office. All application materials need to be returned to the
church BEFORE May 1. More info | Application Form:
saintphilip.net/SubmitForms

THROWBACK ST. PHILIP
See page 6 for information about these pictures. If you
have any pictures from activities, including Central
Presbyterian Church, please contact Lorrie Castle at
lorrie@saintphilip.net or 713-622-4807.

Please welcome citizens from The Brookwood Community
Sunday, April 8. The Easter lilies and Christmas poinsettias that
have adorned the sanctuary for the respective holidays are
purchased from The Brookwood Community which provides
important support to the adults with disabilities. To learn more
about Brookwood before Sunday, go to:
www.brookwoodcommunity.org.

CHANCEL GUILD
invites you to participate in preparing our worship space for
services. Every six months we solicit volunteers to take one
Sunday to oversee that preparation. Our primary duties include
checking the flowers before worship and emptying the water in
the baptismal basin after the service. Currently we are seeking
volunteers for April through September. Please join us! Look
for the signup sheet in the Gathering Area. Contact Jane Larkin
at 713-621-1222 or l.larkin6561@att.net for more information.

SERVICE OF HEALING AND WHOLENESS
The next service of healing and wholeness will be April 22. In
this service, we claim God’s promise of well-being and seek
God’s healing touch in body, mind, and spirit. The service
includes individual prayers with the laying-on of hands and
anointing with oil, along with scripture readings and hymns.
Those seeking healing in their own lives or in the lives of others
are encouraged to attend, as well as those who feel called to pray
with those who suffer. In gathering for this service, we
acknowledge that all healing is from God and we affirm that in
the midst of illness, pain, and suffering our relationship with
God in Christ sustains us.
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WEEKDAY CLASSES

NURSERY AND PRESCHOOL
8:30 a.m.—12:30 p.m. Infants and children through 4 years old
are invited to our Nursery which is staffed by professional
childcare providers. Please find our Nursery in Room 106 of the
Education Building along the Sunday School Classroom hallway
on the first floor. An usher or a greeter will be happy to direct
you there.

SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES FOR ALL AGES
ALL CLASSES BEGIN AT 9:30 A.M.
Godly Play (Age 3 to K)—Room 104
Grades 1 & 2—Room 105
Grades 3,4 & 5—Room 103
Grades 6-8—Room 206
Grades 9-12—Room 205

BIBLE STUDY—Room 204—After completing the story of
David in 1 Samuel-1 Kings: 1-2, we are now studying The
Psalms, primarily from the NRSV and Dr. Robert Alter’s The
Book of Psalms: A Translation with Commentary. We also
consider the insights of other translations and scholars to
deepen our understanding of God’s continuing message of
faithfulness to His people. Al Waldrop is leading the discussion
while Nancy Cook is on sabbatical this spring. All are welcome.

CHURCH & SOCIETY—Room 201— April 8 - C & S
class begins a 4-part series focusing on mission at St. Philip. As
a response to the good news of the Easter message, we find
opportunities for serving others. First in the series - Mission Out
the Back Door - Newspring - Robert Westheimer, founder and
chairman of Newspring, tells the story of the faith-based nonprofit organization dedicated to making positive social and
economic impact in the Spring Branch area of Houston.
Through Newspring’s Visual Arts programs, to support
academic achievement, and Newspring’s Business Development
Programs, to offer unique opportunities to develop business
leaders and support small business development in Spring
Branch—professionals, business men and women, artists,
teachers and supporters help others to create pathways to career
and financial opportunity. Newspring is a recipient of a grant
from the Central Mission Endowment Fund. April 15 - The
Beacon Law - Legal Services for Homeless People presented by
Leslie S. Ginzel, Program Director at Beacon Law and Julie
Falcon, Development Director at The Beacon.

SPa—Room 200—We are engaging in a Lenten Bible study
using the book Interrupting Silence—God’s Command to Speak
Out by Walter Breuggemann. If you are not able to obtain a
copy, please join us still! You may contact Omar Rouchon if
you have any questions - omar@saintphilip.net.

CHILDREN'S CHAPEL—Room 203—April 8 - On the
second and fourth Sunday of each month, children in Pre-K
through first grade are invited to attend Children's Chapel with
Omar Rouchon and a parent-helper following the conversation
with children during the 11 o’clock service. Here our young
disciples learn the whos, whats, wheres, whens and whys of
worship, while praying, singing, and hearing God's word at an
age-appropriate level.

MIDWEEK BIBLE STUDY
John Wurster leads this study Wednesday mornings at 10:30 in
the Dining Room. Everyone is welcome.

PRESBYTERIAN MEN’S WEEKLY FELLOWSHIP
Men of all ages are welcome to participate in the self-led group.
The Men’s Weekly Fellowship meets each Friday in the
Conference Room at noon. The book they are studying is
Amazing Grace, by Kathleen Norris. The men who wish to
participate should bring a bag lunch; refreshments will be
provided. The group wraps up promptly at 1:00 p.m. Please
contact Gary Gardner at ggardne148@aol.com if you have any
questions.

MONDAY EVENING STUDY GROUP
Join the discussion in the Dining Room (in the Administration
Building, at the south end of campus) April 9 with St. Philip’s
Monday evening study group! Besides conversation, our
meetings include fellowship, refreshments, and a brief
devotional, as we continue our study of The Righteous Mind by
Jonathan Haidt. We will be discussing part 2 (There’s more to
morality than harm and fairness,) chapter 7 (The moral
foundation of politics). We meet each second and fourth
Monday, from 5:30 to 7:00 p.m. Come even if you haven’t done
the reading; the discussion is always timely and thoughtprovoking.

THEOLOGY ON TAP
Join a community of people in their 20s and 30s for
compassionate conversation regarding all matters of the life of
faith! We meet monthly at different restaurants in Houston and
pose questions for group reflection and discussion. Bring a
friend or your partner, your questions and ideas, and your thirst
for knowledge! Next meeting is April 10 at 6:30 p.m. at the
Kirby Ice House, 3333 Eastside St. 77098.

WOMEN’S MONTHLY BOOK GROUP
A monthly interest group for women who like to read books,
socialize, and have a night out meets the second Thursday of
each month at 7:00 p.m. Our next meeting on April 12, will be
a social at Hungry’s, 2356 Rice Blvd., 77005. This self-led,
interactive group produces lively discussions and wonderful
fellowship. For more information contact Sarah O’Dell at:
sarah.odell6@gmail.com.

PUB CLUB
Pub Club is a new group for men in the church who like to enjoy
fellowship, stories and spirited discussion once a month at a
local pub. Pub Club meets the fourth Tuesday of each month.
Our next gathering is Tuesday, April 24 at 7 p.m. Moontower
Inn, 3004 Canal St., 77003. Men interested in attending may eat
beforehand or order food from the pub. For more information or
questions, please contact Tim Burgess at
TimRB1987@gmail.com.
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KNITTING FOR A CAUSE
Knitters - it’s time to start knitting for the Christmas SeaFarer
Boxes for this year. We average 125 boxes. We currently have
thirty-five hats, so we need you to consider- in your down time
or devotional time - to make some hats for this Mission Project.
We can send you tags for the hats or you can pick them up in the
Sea Farer Mailbox in the Mail Room. A pattern is available on
the SPPC website, in the Mail Room, or design your own.
Crochet hats are also accepted. Usually the craft room has yarn
you can use for this project, or use your own. Thank you for
your time and talent. Any questions email Sue Shirley Howardsue@fluencyhouston.com.

ST. PHILIP NEWSPRING BUTTERFLY
The St. Philip butterfly has landed. Thanks to Micah Meyers for
encapsulating the spirit of our church and the art students at
NewSpring for bringing it to life. We invite you to take time to
enjoy this symbol illustrating our welcoming congregation.
Look for the table the next two weeks either in the Gathering
Area or near the butterfly and join in completing the funding of
this project. Proceeds go to scholarships for low income
students.

BEYOND MISSION DAY!!!
Mission Day was a great success; and the Mission Committee
would like to extend continuing opportunities to serve
throughout the year. One of our largest Mission partners is
CCSC, which provides food and services to at-risk families
throughout the year. One way of helping these families ensure a
successful education experience for their children is to make
sure that they have the school supplies that they need for the
year.
We hope you have a few hours to spare, as we are signing up
fun volunteers for the Back-to-School Client Registration event!
When: Monday – Thursday, May 7 – 10, 2018
Time: 8:30 am – 1:30 pm (shifts available if needed)
Where: Bellaire United Methodist Church, 4417 Bellaire
Blvd.
Who: YOU (and 25 others each day)
If you would like to help, please contact Janet Hess at 281-7554919, or at jhess49@hotmail.com. Be on the lookout for the
actual Backpack distribution event in August and the Jingle Bell
Express in December.

SALLY DEMENT
Sally joins St. Philip by
transfer from the New
Covenant Presbytery. She
grew up in Nebraska and
graduated from the
University of Nebraska,
Lincoln. Sally is a retired
teacher and lists her favorite
hobbies as sewing, quilting, and reading. Sally found St. Philip
through a friend and was drawn by our worship service as well
as our ministerial staff and friendly congregation. She and
husband, Jim Dement, were married in 1970 and have three
adult children: Stephen and twins Suzanne and Jonathan.
Sally’s past activities include past Moderator of the Presbyterian
Women of the New Covenant Presbytery, and past President of
Church Women United. It is no surmise that she is interested in
being involved with Presbyterian Women at St Philip. Sally’s
husband Jim has just been ordained a minister in the
Presbyterian Church (PCUSA).

MELISSA ANN POLKA
PW CIRCLES
• Sunday Circle—3rd Sunday of the month after 11 a.m. service in
the Dining Room
• Monday Morning Saints—2nd Monday of the month at 10 a.m. in
the Dining Room
• Wednesday Morning Circle—4th Wednesday of the month at 10
a.m. in the Parlor
• Wednesday Evening Circle—1st Wednesday of the month at 6
p.m. in the Dining Room

Melissa joins St. Philip by reaffirmation. She
grew up in Houston and Austin and was
baptized at St. Philip Lutheran Church here
in Houston. She attended the University of
Texas in Austin. Melissa lists her profession
as commercial insurance broker and names
her favorite activities as music, skiing,
dancing, and being with friends. She found
St. Philip through a friend who is a choir member. Melissa was
attracted to our worship and music program as well as our
friendliness, ministerial staff and location. She has been active
in the St. Philip Choir for a couple of years.
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Wear your new St. Philip t-shirt! Please remember your potluck contribution! Please make enough to serve at least 8! A-H side
dishes, I-N desserts and O-Z salads. Suggestions – mac n cheese, fruit salad or grapes, cherry tomatoes, carrots or of course dessert
– simple things that complement fried chicken. Drinks and fried chicken will be provided! All ages are welcome. We will have fun
games and activities, so please dress comfortably for this active outdoor event. (A perfect event for your new St. Philip tshirt.) Please RSVP to the church office or email welcome@saintphilip.net so that we will provide enough chicken. Don’t forget
your celebration socks!

Our faith urges us to strive for ecojustice: defending and healing creation
while working to assure justice for all of
creation and the human beings who live
in it. This call is rooted in the human
vocation of “tilling and keeping” the
garden from Genesis 2:15, as well as Christ’s charge to work
with and for the most vulnerable.
On EARTH DAY, April 22, you can once again participate in
our effort to support sustainable farming thru our congregational
Equal Exchange sale in the Gathering Area, before and after the
11 a.m. worship service.
Over the last twenty- two years Equal Exchange's impact
amongst farmers has grown beyond coffee farmers in a few
Central American nations. Today the company buys the coffee,
tea, rooibos, cocoa, sugar, and almonds from over 30 cooperatives in 19 countries on 4 continents. These co-operatives
farm their land organically, investing in the long term health of
the soil, the surrounding forest, and the health of the plants.
In addition, your purchase of Equal Exchange products
assists Presbyterian efforts with small-scale farmers around the
world. The funds help to improve the quality, yield and value of
crops so that farmers can earn more income to support their
families and communities.
Please stop by and check out our coffee, teas, chocolates, and
olive oil on offer.

Throwback St. Philip—Pic on page 2. Provided by
Sara Jean Jackson, some of the people in the picture
besides Sara Jean are: John Hannah, Larry & Rene
Wright, Al & Ruthie Waldrop, Lance & Hope
Wilmarth, Jim & Mary Bratton, Susan Estill, Nancy
Cook, Jan Fox, Dan Flowers.

Liz Crowell upon the death of her mother, Fannie Howard
Tapper
St. Philippians and their families—Trudy Cleveland, David
Castle, Toto McGehee, Ralph Arlinghaus - father of Paul
Arlinghaus, Arlette Keene, Susan Harwood Kaczmarczik—
Joe Harwood’s daughter, T.E. “Joe” Keever, Ian Pearce,
Rusty Howard, Phillip McDaniel, Ruth Weber, Carol Paine
Kendrick, Erica Stokes, Elizabeth Carlton Lithio, Diane
Boddington Nahajzer, Joe Ann Berwick, George Helland,
Alice Pennington, Joyce Randolf, Van Rathgeber, and
Penny Vieau
Friends of St. Philippians—Trudy Smith Alexander-of Robin
& Gary Willis, Kimmie Hatfield-of Stephen Paine; Barry
McCarthy-of Wayne and Sandra Truxillo; and Grady Reedof Stephen Paine.

