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December 4, 2018

Houston, Texas

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
The Welcoming and Membership Committee is glad to introduce our newest members. On
Sunday, November 18 the Session received three new members. Please take the time to introduce
yourself and get to know them.
Colleen Akehurst moved here from New York City with her
husband DJ Shetty and she has been attending St. Philip for about a
year now. Colleen grew up in Baltimore, MD and went to Cornell
University for a Bachelor of Science and to M.I.T. for a SM degree.
She works as a Consumer Goods Executive in Houston. Her hobbies
include traveling and cooking. Key factors in deciding to join St.
Philip were our worship, the friendly congregation and our
ministers. She has already participated in a some of the activities of
Peacemaking and Social Justice and looks forward to other events
they plan.
Usually we see the parents join the church followed by their
children, but not with our two new members, Denis and Janet
Martin, whose daughter is Selena Brinegar. Attending since
March, they both enjoy our music programs. Janet also likes our
worship services, friendly congregation and our ministers.
Hands down they both exclaim that St. Philip’s inclusiveness is
very important to them, so much that they were included in
Alternative Market activities just minutes after joining. Denis
and Janet grew up in Oklahoma, and met their freshman year at
the University of Oklahoma. Denis became a chemical
engineer and Janet was a school nurse before retiring. Denis stays busy these days as a Master
Naturalist of Texas plants, cooking and photography, while Janet enjoys reading, traveling, and
their two grandchildren.

WEDNESDAYS IN ADVENT

THE SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT

We will gather at noon each Wednesday
during Advent for worship, offering the
readings, prayers, and songs of the season.
Each service will also include communion.
At 12:30, lunch will be available in the
Gathering Area for $5. Dates for this year
are December 5, 12, and 19. Join us as we
mark these days of anticipation and hope!

There will be no 8:30 service on December 9.
Please join us at 11:00 a.m. for Lessons & Carols
for the Season of Advent presented by the St. Philip
Choir; Matthew Dirst, organist; and Randall
Swanson, conductor.

CHRISTMAS
CAROL SIGN-ALONG

Phone: 713-622-4807
Address: 4807 San Felipe
Houston, TX 77056

Come join other St. Philipians on Saturday,
December 15 in the dining room, from 68:30 p.m. as we celebrate the season with
our favorite Christmas Carols! This will be
a casual, joyful event for the whole family.
Pizza and cookies will be provided for
snacking.
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UTENSILS GONE-A-MISSIN'
In the last months St. Philip has had two large events that
needed all "hands (and utensils) on deck". But we were short
of utensils both times. I had to borrow from the other
caterer. This meant using all of the other caterer's utensils,
since we could not mix our remaining utensils with hers as
they are different patterns. (Ours are a combination of decades
of donations). What I have discovered is that there is a full
tray of knives, forks, and spoons not in their usual
place. Maybe 150+ in total. If you can help, let me
know. Sometimes kitchen items end up in other parts of the
campus and without too much effort I can find them, but not
this time.
THANKS for your help,
Chuck Johnson

LOST AND FOUND
Anytime there is a potluck meal at church someone always
forgets to pick up their serving containers. These items can
be found in the Mailroom in the Church Office in the designated drawer or on the counter. As the weather teeters between warm and cold, wet and dry, we also find jackets,
sweaters, and umbrellas in a pew or two. If you left something behind after church? Or maybe you found a pair of
gloves that were left behind. You can access this drawer/area
during business hours and on Sunday.

Van Rathgeber and family upon the death of his wife
Barbara on November 25. The memorial service will be
December 13 at 11:00 a.m. at St. Philip.
St. Philippians and their families—Joyce Fox; Jean Miksch—
daughter of Mary Benson, sister of Amye Webster; Ned
Benson, Sharon Webb, Alan Coufal; Elizabeth Carlton
Lithio—granddaughter of Jeanie Flowers; Ralph
Arlinghaus—father of Paul Arlinghaus; Arlette Keene;
T.E. “Joe” Keever; Ian Pearce; Rusty Howard; Phillip
McDaniel; Carol Paine Kendrick; Darnall Burks—father
of Deb Burks; and Hollie Bailey—niece of Peg Palisin.
Always in our prayers are the homebound members of St.
Philip.
Friends of St. Philippians—Betty Reilly—friend of Scott
Easterly; Bennett Williams—friend of Curt and Sharon
Webb; Derek Nusbaum & family – friends of Cameron &
Heather Highsmith; refugee family from Iraq—Hassan,
Enas, Dima and Ahmed; and Grady Reed-friend of
Stephen Paine.

It’s never too late to return your
pledge card. Return them to the
church office anytime. You may
also go to MyStPhilip and make
your pledge through your
account.

November 2018
Called Session Meeting – November 18, 2018
Session received into membership:
Colleen Akehurst by letter of transfer from Fifth Avenue
Presbyterian Church
Denis and Janet Martin by letter of transfer from Cypress
United Methodist Church.
Stated Session Meeting – November 27, 2018
 Session examined ruling elders-elect in the class of 2021,
Lee Ardell, John Boone, Bill Connolly, David Durham,
Vanessa Nenna, and Cathy Patterson; and voted to sustain
their examinations and that they be ordained and/or installed
to the office on January 13, 2019 at the 11:00 a.m. worship
service; and that continuing ruling elder Kate Burkart be
installed at the same time for a three-year term in the class of
2021.
 Session approved acceptance of Ralph and Ralph, P.C.’s
report of its independent audit of the St. Philip Presbyterian
Church financial statements for the years ended 2016 and
2017.
 Session called a Congregational Meeting on December 23,
2018, following the 11:00 a.m. Service of Worship to hear a
report of the Congregational Nominating Committee for the
purpose of electing a Trustee to the Class of 2021.
 Session called an Annual Meeting of the Congregation on
Sunday, February 10, 2019, following the 11:00 A.M.
Service of Worship, for the purpose of electing a slate of
nominees to the Congregational Nominating Committee,
approving the Pastors’ Terms of Call, receiving the 2018
Annual Report, and receiving a presentation of the 2019
operating budget.
 Session elected John Lemen to serve as Clerk of Session for
2019.
Committee and Council Actions:
 Central Mission Endowment Council has approved and
awarded $318,300 grants to twenty-two agencies.
 Mission Committee has taken action to approve the purchase
of no more than 6 car seats for Refugee Services of
Interfaith Ministries of Greater Houston not to exceed a total
amount of $1000.00.
 Property Committee has approved Wilbert Parada’s request
of $1,200 for fall flowers, approved the office area HVAC
system replacement, and approved replacement of the
kitchen freezer.
John A. Lemen, Clerk of Session
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2018 FLOWER CALENDAR: NEW YEAR 
The Flower Calendar is now located in the Gathering Area.
We invite you to commemorate or celebrate a special occasion
by providing flowers for the sanctuary on or around that
special date. Once you have chosen a date and signed up, the
process of sponsoring flowers is quite easy. Near that date
Sandra Truxillo will contact you to find out what kind of
flowers you want and how you want it recorded in the bulletin.
Then she takes care of ordering them. The standard fee for
flowers is $76. (If the flowers you want ordered demand a
higher fee, you will be notified before they are ordered.) The
church office will send you an invoice for the flowers the
following month. We want to take this opportunity to sincerely
thank all those who have provided flowers in the past. We
certainly appreciate your generosity and thoughtfulness.

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS
It is the time to adorn our chancel with poinsettias. You have
the opportunity to make a donation to assist with this. If you
are working down your Christmas task list, you can go to
MyStPhilip and donate online. Choose Flower Fund and
include in optional memo Point and the name of whom you
wish to honor or remember.
Forms will be available in the Gathering Area, and you can put
your contribution in an envelope in the offering plate or return
it with your payment to the Church Office by December 19.
Thank you.
Our Christmas Poinsettias are grown by the citizens of the
Brookwood Community, a living community that creates
meaningful jobs, builds a sense of belonging, and provides
meaning and purpose for adults with disabilities.

Christmas Poinsettias
Donations of any amount accepted
I / we would like to make a donation to purchase
poinsettias to adorn our chancel during this Christmas season
(circle one)

(circle one)

in honor of / memory of

Donor - Your Name(s) (Please print legibly)

Please place in an envelope in the offering plate or return
it with your payment to the church office by Wednesday,
December 19. Payments can be made online—please
note ‘Point’. Use additional paper if needed.

There will be no service of healing and wholeness in
December; please join us again on January 27. In this service,
we claim God’s promise of well-being and seek God’s healing
touch in body, mind, and spirit. In gathering for this service,
we acknowledge that all healing is from God and we affirm
that in the midst of illness, pain, and suffering, our relationship
with God in Christ sustains us.
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ST. PHILIP FAMILIES

PRIMETIMERS CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON

On Saturday, December 8
from 9 - 11 a.m.—we will
meet at the check-in desk at
Bellaire United Methodist
Church, 4417 Bellaire Blvd., 77401 to assist with Jingle Bell
Express distribution. After our shift is finished, we will go for
lunch at Cafe Express in Meyerland Plaza. All ages are
welcome, accompanied by a parent or guardian. You can
sign up by emailing Omar at omar@saintphilip.net.

All Primetimers are invited to the Annual St. Philip
Presbyterian Primetimers Christmas Luncheon. It will be
Friday, December 14 beginning at 11:00 a.m. at the Grotto on
Westheimer*. Entree choices will include: chicken, salmon
and pasta. The cost is $35 per person with complimentary
valet and a cash bar. Please RSVP by Friday, December 7 to
the Church Office—713-622-4807, your check/payment is
your reservation. (* 4715 Westheimer Road, Houston, 77027)

If you are still interested in helping the Jingle Bell Express on
Friday or Saturday from 7:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. email Cathy
Brown at seasonal@ccschouston.org or join the St. Philip
Families above.
Thank you for your generous contributions
in November. We were able to make a gift
of $905 to our mission partner, the
Southerland Nurses Aid School in
Xocenpich, Yucatan, Mexico when Rev.
Pablo Estrella visited with us in early November.

St. Philip members and friends are invited to attend classes
that AARP sponsors on health in your senior years. They meet
Wednesdays in Room 16 from 2:00 p.m. till 3:00 p.m. This
class includes topics like Balance and Stability, Everyday
Movement, Stretch and Release, Memory Fun and Games,
Heart Health Discussions, Strong Muscles, Healthy Bones for
seniors. A complete schedule is available at:
www.healthyourway.com.

The November Communion offering raised $1,850 for the
Institute of Civility. The Institute hosts civility training
workshops, seminars, conferences and speaking engagements
with current legislators and senators focusing on civility as
well as hosting trips to Washington D.C. for high school
students to learn about our government.

CHRISTMAS JOY OFFERING
For more than 80 years, Presbyterians have given generously
at Christmas to lift up those who’ve devoted their lives to the
mission of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). The Christmas
Joy Offering is shared equally by the Assistance Program of
the Board of Pensions, which provides much-needed assistance
to PC(USA) church workers and their families, and to
Presbyterian-affiliated racial ethnic schools and colleges,
which enable students to develop their gifts and find their
calling. The importance of the racial ethnic schools and
colleges of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) is demonstrated
in the continuing partnership between the two entities. We
invite you to make the Christmas Joy Offering part of your
Advent and Christmas tradition at St. Philip this month.

LIVING GENEROUSLY
We have received 126 pledges for 2019 for
a total of $929,861. Our goal for 2019 is
$1,254,000. Pledges of support for 2019
may be returned to the church office
anytime, or pledges may be made online
through MyStPhilip. Extra stewardship packets and pledge
cards are available in the Narthex or church office.

FINANCIAL UPDATE
As we move into December, the church has an operating
deficit of over $200,000. You can help close this gap by
paying remaining pledge balances and/or including St. Philip
in your end-of-year giving plans. Thank you!

HEALTH YOUR WAY

GOD’S FAMILY AT WORSHIP
The Education Committee invites all elementary-aged children
and their families to the annual worship workshop series next
month. Classes will be co-led by committee members and St.
Philip worship leaders during the Sunday School hour each
week in January.
 January 6 - The Sacrament of Communion
 January 13 - The Sacrament of Baptism
 January 20 - Worship and the Church Year
 January 27 - Music and Worship
We hope to see you there!

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN
Let us rejoice in all the blessings the Christmas season brings!
All women of the church are cordially invited to join the
Presbyterian Women for our annual Christmas Luncheon in
Fellowship Hall. December 16 at 12:30 p.m. till 2:00 p.m.
please RSVP by calling the Church Office at 713-622-4807 or
by email: welcome@saintphilip.net by December 11. Please
indicate if you need child care.
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NURSERY CARE
IS AVAILABLE THROUGHOUT THE MORNING
8:30 a.m.—12:30 p.m. Infants and children through 4 years old
are invited to our Nursery which is staffed by professional
childcare providers. Please find our Nursery in Room 106 of
the Education Building along the Sunday School Classroom
hallway on the first floor. An usher or a greeter will be happy
to direct you there.

SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES FOR ALL AGES

Below are the classes that are offered on Sunday.
Godly Play (Age 3 to K) - Room 104
Children’s Music—Room 105
Grades 1—5 - Room 105
Grades 6—8 - Room 206
Grades 9-12 - Room 205

CHURCH & SOCIETY—Room 201 – December 9 - An
Analysis of the bibliography Double Vision: The Unerring Eye
of Art World Avatars Dominique and John de Menil. With this
book as a background, Bill and Ginny will discuss the
importance of Dominique and John de Menil for art,
education, and human rights in Houston, presented by Dr.
William Camfield, professor emeritus of art history at Rice
Univ., and Ginny Camfield. December 16 - Telling the Story
With Symbols - a look at the artwork at St. Philip - The St.
Philip Chancel Guild will show us the artwork presentations at
St. Philip that tell the story of the Christian faith through
symbols, presented by Jane Larkin and Roderick James.
December 23 - Film Study - Coco - This brilliantly colorful,
culturally sensitive film presents powerful themes of
perseverance, teamwork, and gratitude, and will be especially
moving for anyone who has had to separate from
family ,whether because of death or another reason, presented
by Kate Burkart, leader of film and media studies at St. Philip
since 2003.

BIBLE STUDY—Room 204 – We are studying The Psalms,
primarily from the NRSV and Dr. Robert Alter’s The Book of
Psalms: A Translation with Commentary. All are welcome.

SPa—Room 200

- We are studying Holding Faith: A
Practical Introduction to Christian Doctrine by Cynthia L.
Rigby. The Saint Philip Adults class is a fellowship of adults
from all walks of life who gather for learning and community.
It is a conversation/dialogue-based/interactive class. Sharing
leadership is easy and fun and asking questions is what it is all
about. Contact: Omar@saintphilip.net.

CHILDREN'S CHAPEL—Children in pre-K through first
grade are invited to attend Children's Chapel with Rev. Omar
Rouchon and a parent helper following the conversation with
children during the 11 o’clock service on the second and fourth
Sundays. In the Children's Chapel, our young disciples learn
the whos, whats, wheres, whens and whys of worship, while
praying, singing and hearing God's word at an age-appropriate
level. Children return to join the congregation in the first few
pews on the lectern side of the church for the last hymn.

WEEKDAY CLASSES
PUB CLUB
Pub Club is a group for men in the church who like to enjoy
fellowship, stories and spirited discussion once a month at a
local pub. Pub Club meets the fourth Tuesday of each month
usually. Our next gathering is Thursday, December 27 at
Under The Volcano, 2349 Bissonet St., 77005 Men interested
in attending may eat beforehand or order food from the pub.
For more information or questions, please contact Tim Burgess
at TimRB1987@gmail.com.

MIDWEEK BIBLE STUDY
John Wurster leads Bible study weekly at 10:30 a.m. on
Wednesdays in the Dining Room.

PRESBYTERIAN MEN’S WEEKLY FELLOWSHIP
Men of all ages are welcome to participate in this self-led
group. The Men’s Weekly Fellowship meets each Friday in the
Conference Room at noon. The book we are using is
Preaching The Women of the Old Testament; Who They Were
and Why They Matter written by Lynn Japinga. The men who
wish to participate should bring a bag lunch; refreshments will
be provided. The group wraps up promptly at 1:00 p.m.
Please contact Gary Gardner at ggardne148@aol.com if you
have any questions.

MONDAY EVENING STUDY GROUP
Join the discussion in the dining room (in the Administration
Building, at the south end of campus) December 10 with St.
Philip’s Monday evening study group! Besides conversation,
our meetings include fellowship, refreshments, and a brief
devotional, as we continue our study of Holding Faith by
Cynthia Rigby. We will be discussing chapter 4 in part two,
God meets us: In what ways does God claim us? The doctrine
of the Trinity. We meet each second and fourth Monday, from
5:30 to 7:00 p.m., though we will not meet December 24
(Christmas Eve). Come even if you haven’t done the reading;
the discussion is always timely and thought provoking.

THEOLOGY ON TAP
Join a community of people in their 20s and 30s for
compassionate conversation regarding all matters of the life of
faith. We meet monthly at different restaurants in Houston and
pose questions for group reflection and discussion. Bring a
friend or your partner, your questions and ideas, and your thirst
for knowledge! Next meeting is December 11 at 6:30
p.m. The place will be announced soon.

WOMEN’S MONTHLY BOOK GROUP
A monthly interest group for women who like to read books,
socialize, and have a night out meets the second Thursday of
each month at 7:00 p.m. Our next meeting on December 13,
will be at the home of Nina Lambright. We will discuss The
Dry by Jane Harper. This self-led, interactive group produces
lively discussions and wonderful fellowship. For more
information contact Sarah O’Dell at sarah.odell6@gmail.com.

PW CIRCLES FOR DECEMBER
• Wednesday Evening Circle—1st Wednesday of the month
at 6 p.m. in the Dining Room

