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DRESSING UP THE SANCTUARY
The St. Philip Stitchers were formed in October 2014 with the dedicated focus of creating quilts for
the homeless children who attend school at House of Tiny Treasures. The formation of this group
amplifies the dedicated mission work of Beverly Baker and Hope Wilmarth who have been sewing
quilts to meet the needs of House of Tiny Treasures for many years.
The St. Philip community supports the mission work of the St. Philip Stitchers in a variety of ways.
The Arts and Crafts Studio offers a generous work space for our monthly work days. Needed
fabric, thread, notions and sewing machines have been donated. The Mission Committee budgets
funds for the St. Philip Stitchers. Money is used to purchase batting, backing fabrics and other
supplies.
In 2015, the St. Philip Stitchers delivered forty-seven
quilts to HTT. In 2016 we delivered fifty quilts to the
Lombardy campus and in March of 2017 we delivered
thirty quilts to the new Dowling St. campus. This year
one hundred quilts were blessed on November 19
during worship, prior to delivery to HTT.
The St. Philip Stitchers accept donations of all kinds
for the school, not just sewing materials to make
quilts. We also take donations of laundry detergent,
baby wipes and diapers, art supplies, children’s books,
gently used clothing for children two—six years,
especially boys’ jeans. See Hope Wilmarth or any of our members if you wish to make a donation.
Members include:
Hope Wilmarth, Beverly Baker, Jan Fox, Laney Miller, Mary Jane McDaniel, Caroyn Vestal,
Mezgebe Gebray, Judith Hiott, Marcia James, Liz Miguez, Judye Hartman, Linda Weinmann, Beth
Atkinson, Nancy Lomax, Nancy Cook, Ruthie Waldrop, and Connie Henderson-Damon
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Dear Friends,
I have a particular fondness for the season of the church year called Advent, which this year begins December 3. I was once
asked to offer a reflection on Advent in an edition of Call to Worship, a journal published by the Presbyterian Church (USA). Here
are some excerpts from that column:
When Jesus Christ called the church into being, he intended it to be a place and a people distinctive from the larger society.
It may already be holly, jolly Christmas in the marketplace, but in the church it is different, the values are different, the
emphasis is different, the rhythms are different. Advent underscores these differences, reminding us that before we are
consumers, we are Christians. Before there was a Claus, there was a Christ.
A people who can keep Advent, who can, at least for a few moments, step away from the cultural holiday avalanche, are also
capable of becoming a people who can love what the world shuns, who can embrace what the world despises, who can speak of
peace when all around there are shouts of war, who can give and share when everywhere else the message is hold and hoard,
who can see life when all anyone else can see is death. Keeping Advent sets us apart. It reminds us that Jesus calls us to be
different, to be changed, transformed.
Advent has other lessons to teach. Advent teaches us to wait and to watch. We learn that the answers don't always come
quickly, that needs are often not immediately met, that resolutions don't arrive on demand. Sometimes, we have to wait and
watch. Waiting and watching are postures that direct us inward, encouraging prayer and growth as we prepare our hearts so
that God can bring something to birth there. Advent teaches us about waiting and watching.
Advent also teaches us about hope. In this season, through song and scripture, we voice a longing for God to make things
right. "O, that you would tear open the heavens and come down," we say with Isaiah (64:1). Laced with that longing is hope,
hope in God's sustaining presence, hope that the miracle of creation will continue, hope that the light will push back the
darkness. These are the prayers of Advent, prayed with the hope that God is close. Hope chooses to trust in that God.
This season also give us the chance to decide that we will be hopeful, that we won't be given to despair, that we will look
beyond the past and the present, trusting in God, who is waiting to walk with us into the future, into some place new. Hope is
what happens to us along the way. Hope is what happens to us in Advent, if we let it, if we choose it.
Advent is too important to relinquish. We have too much to learn. God has too much to say. Do not be afraid. We will get to
Christmas. With joy and thanksgiving, we'll get to Christmas. But there is great blessing on the road between here and there,
great blessing on the road called Advent.
I pray that we will all come to know the hope and promise of Advent more deeply as we move through this season together,
worshiping on Sundays and at noon on Wednesdays. May God bless and keep us as we wait and watch with hope.


IN OUR PRAYERS
Jan & Patrick Conner and family—upon the death of Ben Conner, husband and father on November 14. Memorial Service will be
November 30 at 11:00 a.m.
Beth Hendrickson—in hospice
Ruth Siciliano moved to Woodhaven Village in Conroe
Joe Harwood — recuperating from a broken arm
Ian Pearce — recuperating from a broken hip
Rusty Howard—hospitalized at M.D. Anderson
Wanda McHone—coping with shingles
Ruth Weber—at Belmont Village, Hunter’s Creek
Barbara Rathgeber—receiving dialysis
William Frederick Varner—newborn nephew of Kevin and Kate Varner, ICU.
Erica Stokes — daughter of Curt and Sharon Webb, ongoing vision issues
Ann Merklein—Elizabeth Duerr’s sister has health concerns
Elizabeth Carlton Lithio—granddaughter of Jeanie Flowers, health concerns
Diane Boddington Nahajzer—Laura Burgess’ aunt receiving cancer treatments
Steve Smith—Shelley Smith’s brother receiving cancer treatment
Friends of St. Philippians—Cathy Waxler-of Pat Lindsay; Kimmie Hatfield-of Stephen Paine; Barry McCarthy-of Wayne and
Sandra Truxillo; Jack Wetmore-of Wayne and Sandra Truxillo; Grady Reed-of Stephen Paine
Joys— Matthew Dirst and Sixto Wagan who were married November 18
Rev. Nancy Johnson and Dr. Richard & Meg Scott Johnson upon the birth of their first granddaughter, Persephone Gray
(Poppy) to Meredith & Bradley Stuart.
Recuperating at Home
Joe Ann Berwick, George Helland, T.E. “Joe” Keever, Philip McDaniel, Carey Murphey, Alice Pennington, Van Rathgeber, Greg
Scalpino, Penny Vieau
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COLLECTING ITEMS FOR CHRISTMAS BOXES
The Seafarers Committee is almost ready to pack Christmas
Boxes. Here are the items we are low on: combs, men’s tube
socks, razors, large containers of toothpaste (Kroger & HEB sell
a lot of brands for $1 - so if every member bought one — we
would have plenty), packages of tissues, and of course hotel
samples. Please bring your items by December 3 so that we
can sort them and of course bring what you have already been
saving. WE DO NOT REQUIRE ANY MORE SHOE BOXES
AT THIS TIME. We will pack boxes on December 10. Details
to be announced soon.

Christian Community Service Center (CCSC) is preparing to
spread holiday cheer through Jingle Bell Express 2017! With
your assistance, 2,500 underprivileged children will receive new
toys, books, and a holiday food package for his/her
family. Jingle Bell Express is unique in comparison to other
Christmas programs, as it is organized in a manner where
parents “shop” for their children. They believe that this design
lends dignity to families.
Jingle Bell Express needs assistance with new book donations
and volunteer engagement. They need to collect hundreds
of new books for children from infancy to age 15. Books should
be nonviolent and unwrapped. Donate your gift of books in the
Gathering Area or Church Office through December 3.
You can be a part of Moving Day December 4, 5-8 p.m., Food
Assembly Day December 5, 6-8 p.m., or Toy & Book Sorting
Day December 6, 6-8 p.m., or join the Jingle Bell Express
Distribution Days event, Friday, December 8, and Saturday,
December 9 from 7:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. Sign up by
emailing seasonal@ccschouston.org.
Thank you St. Philippians for your blessings of books and time
to others during this holiday season. Please contact Angelina
Fonseca at angelinamfonseca@hotmail.com with further
questions.

ST. PHILIP FAMILIES
On Saturday, December 9 from 9 - 11 a.m.—we will meet at
the check-in desk at Bellaire United Methodist Church, 4417
Bellaire Blvd., 77401. After our shift is finished, we will go for
lunch at Cafe Express in Meyerland Plaza. All ages are
welcome, accompanied by a parent or guardian. You can
sign up by emailing Omar at omar@saintphilip.net.

YOUNG ADULTS
The Young adults will volunteer with food assembly on
Tuesday, December 5 from 6:00-8:00 p.m. at Bellaire United
Methodist Church, 4417 Bellaire Blvd., 77401. Thank you for
your compassion, love of neighbor, and generous spirit. Please
RSVP by email to Keatan at keatan@saintphilip.net.

SPONSOR A FAMILY FOR CHRISTMAS

Once again, St. Philip will be sponsoring families
through Kids Meals. These are families that can benefit from
our generosity of giving so that their Christmas morning will
be made brighter and more joyous with gifts. Your
generosity will be essential in helping twelve families
experience the generous spirit of the Christmas season. Each
Sunday through December 10 in the Gathering Area, you
will have the opportunity to get information about these
families. Sponsor a mom, dad, or one or more children. Have
a Sunday School class, Circle, youth group, or individual
families sponsor a whole family! Gather the gifts here at
church; in mid-December, experience the joy of delivering
these gifts to families who will benefit from your care and
compassion. If you cannot sponsor family members, your
monetary donation can go to provide gift cards for
each family denoted with Kids Meals in memo.
Thanks to the generosity of the
congregation, $1,701.76 was
raised for the Peace and Global
Witness through the October
Communion offering. Texas
Refugee Services will receive
$425.44 and PC USA
$1,276.32.
The Peace Concert raised an additional $786 for Texas
Refugee Services bringing their total for the month of October
to $1,211.44.
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NURSERY AND PRESCHOOL
8:30 a.m.—12:30 p.m. Infants and children through 4 years old
are invited to our Nursery which is staffed by professional
childcare providers. Please find our Nursery in Room 106 of the
Education Building along the Sunday School Classroom hallway
on the first floor. An usher or a greeter will be happy to direct
you there.

God's word at an age-appropriate level.
Rouchon if you have any questions.

Please contact Omar

WEEKDAY CLASSES
WOMEN’S MONTHLY BOOK GROUP

Godly Play (Age 3 to K)—Room 104
Grades 1 & 2—Room 105
Grades 9-12—Room 205
Grades 3,4 & 5—Room 103
Grades 6-8—Room 206

A monthly interest group for women who like to read books,
socialize, and have a night out meets the second Thursday of
each month at 7:00 p.m. Our next meeting on December 14
will be a social; watch your email for location. This self-led,
interactive group produces lively discussions and wonderful
f e l l o ws h i p .
F o r m o r e i n fo r m a t i o n g o t o
saintphilip.BookGroup.html or contact Sarah O’Dell at
sarah.odell6@gmail.com.

Youth Group (Grades 6-12) - 4:30—6:30 Youth Room

MONDAY EVENING STUDY GROUP

SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES FOR ALL AGES
ALL CLASSES BEGIN AT 9:30 A.M.

BIBLE STUDY—Room 204—The class is engaged in a
study of the book of 2 Samuel which tells of the rise and
survival of David as their leader, revealing throughout the very
human traits of the people involved in the narrative. The Bible
study class utilizes the insights of a variety of scholars to expand
our understanding of God’s message of faithfulness to His
people. Nancy Cook and Al Waldrop lead the discussions. All
are welcome.

CHURCH & SOCIETY—Room 201—November 26 -The
concluding class in the four-part series is We Were Strangers,
Too: Theology, Justice and Refugees The presentation—
Partnership for the Advancement & Immersion of Refugees
(PAIR)-addresses the distinctive challenges facing young
refugees (mastering a new language and catching up to their
grade level academically) by providing educational mentoring
programs to empower refugee youth to navigate American
society, reach their academic potential, and become community
leaders. Presented by Abbie Drozek-Fitzwater, Program
Coordinator at Las Americas Newcomer School. The Advent
Season focuses on classes with themes of art, music and media.
December 3—Sacred Threads: Fabric Creations by Hope
Wilmarth, a presentation of banners, stoles, and other sacred
themed art quilts by Hope Wilmarth - Fiber Artist.

SPa—Room 200—Fall 2017: Saving Jesus Redux—Ever feel
like Jesus has been kidnapped by one group and discarded by
the other in an on-going culture war? Then join us for Saving
Jesus Redux, a twelve-session DVD-based study from Living
the Questions exploring what a credible Jesus looks like for the
third millennium. Contributors include a host of other
theologians, scholars, and pastors. SPa class is a fellowship of
adults from all walks of life who gather for learning and
community. It is a conversation/dialogue-based/interactive class.
Please contact Omar if you have any questions
omar@saintphilip.net.

CHILDREN'S CHAPEL—Room 203—November 26 - On
the second and fourth Sunday of each month, children in Pre-K
through first grade are invited to attend Children's Chapel with
Omar Rouchon and a parent-helper following the conversation
with children during the 11 o’clock service. In the Children's
Chapel, our young disciples learn the whos, whats, wheres,
whens and whys of worship, while praying, singing and hearing

Join the discussion in the Dining Room (in the Administration
Building, at the south end of campus) November 27 with St.
Philip’s Monday evening study group! Besides conversation,
our meetings include fellowship, refreshments, and a brief
devotional, as we conclude our study of Truth Speaks to Power
by Walter Brueggemann. We will be discussing chapter 5,
“Power and truth among us.” We meet each second and fourth
Monday, from 5:30 to 7:00 p.m. Come even if you haven’t done
the reading; the discussion is always timely and thoughtprovoking. We’re on break in December and will resume our
meetings January 8 with our next selection.

THEOLOGY ON TAP
Join a community of people in their 20s and 30s for
compassionate conversation regarding all matters of the life of
faith! We meet monthly at different restaurants in Houston and
pose questions for group reflection and discussion. Bring a
friend or your partner, your questions and ideas, and your thirst
for knowledge! Next meeting is December 12 at 6:30
p.m. Details to follow.

PUB CLUB
Pub Club is a new group for men in the church who like to enjoy
fellowship, stories and spirited discussion once a month at a
local pub. Pub Club meets the fourth Tuesday of each month.
Our next gathering is Tuesday, November 28 at 7 p.m. at Goode
Company Armadillo Palace, 5015 Kirby Dr. 77098. Men
interested in attending may eat beforehand or order food from
the pub. For more information or questions please contact Tim
Burgess at TimRB1987@gmail.com.

MIDWEEK BIBLE STUDY
John Wurster leads this study Wednesday mornings at 10:30 in
the Dining Room. Each week, we take a look at the Scripture
readings for the coming Sunday, noting the connections and the
convergences, the questions and the protests. Everyone is
welcome. The class will not meet November 22.

PRESBYTERIAN MEN’S WEEKLY FELLOWSHIP
Men of all ages are welcome to participate in the self-led group.
The Men’s Weekly Fellowship meets each Friday in the
Conference Room at noon. The book they are studying is
Amazing Grace, by Kathleen Norris. The men who wish to
participate should bring a bag lunch; refreshments will be
provided. The group wraps up promptly at 1:00 p.m. Please
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contact Robert Estill at reestill@sbcglobal.net if you have any
questions. The group will not meet November 24.

SERVICE OF HEALING AND WHOLENESS
All children ages 3 through
fifth grade are welcome.
Sign up at saintphilip.net
If you have any questions
email: Omar@saintphilip.net.

The next service of healing and wholeness will be November
26 at 5:00 p.m. In this service, we claim God’s promise of wellbeing and seek God’s healing touch in body, mind, and spirit.
The service includes individual prayers with the laying-on of
hands and anointing with oil, along with scripture readings and
hymns. Those seeking healing in their own lives or in the lives
of others are encouraged to attend, as well as those who feel
called to pray with those who suffer. In gathering for this
service, we acknowledge that all healing is from God and we
affirm that in the midst of illness, pain, and suffering our
relationship with God in Christ sustains us.

TREE DECORATING
The Fellowship Committee invites you to join them after
worship on Sunday, November 26 in the Gathering Area for
ornament-making, tree decorating, and hot cider and cocoa. All
craft supplies will be provided.

PRIMETIMERS
Please save the date of Thursday, Dec. 21 for our annual
Christmas Luncheon. A formal invitation to follow.

MO-RANCH
Would you like to help with the 2018 Mo Ranch retreat? We
would love to have your help! Please contact Guy and Melissa
Aldrich at aldrimel@comcast.net or 713-248-2642 if you are
interested.

ADULT PICK-UP BASKETBALL
Join us for friendly competition and
exercise through pick-up basketball in the
gym at Bellaire United Methodist Church
(4417 Bellaire Blvd, Bellaire, TX 77401).
We will meet weekly on Thursdays at 7
p.m. starting October 5. All skill levels are
welcome. No broken ankles allowed. For more info or questions
contact Henry Owen r.henry.owen@gmail.com.

2018 Pledge Update
Pledges Received:
$ 907,828
2018 Pledge Goal
$1,132,000
Pledge cards are available in the office
if you have not yet turned in your
pledge. Thank you!

December PW Circle Gathering
All women of the church are invited to gather on
Sunday, December 10 after the 11:00 worship service in
Fellowship Hall for lunch ($12) and women’s fellowship.
Look for your invitation in the mail.
This will replace all December PW meetings.

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS
It is the time to adorn our chancel with poinsettias. The
first Sunday in December you will have the opportunity
to make a donation to assist with this. If you are
working down your Christmas task list, you can go to
MyStPhilip and donate online. Choose Flower Fund
and include in optional memo Point and the name of
who you wish to honor or remember. Forms will be
available December 3, and you can put your
contribution in an envelope in the offering plate or
return it with your payment to the church office by
December 13. Thank you.

GIVE A GIFT OF SONG
We have on order additional copies of the 2013
Presbyterian hymnal, Glory to God. Hymnals may
be purchased in honor of or in memory of
someone. An inscribed bookplate will recognize
your gift. Hymnals are also available for
individual use. Each hymnal is $20. Return this
form to the church office along with your
payment. Additional forms will be available in the Gathering
Area. If you wish to pay online, choose a designated gift and
type Hymnal in memo line.
Your name:
Number of hymnals purchased:
In honor of
In memory of
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PET COLLAR UPDATE
By Vicki McKay

In the spirit of Thanksgiving, I thought
I would share this post that my friend
Diana Morrow made recently on
Facebook. You may remember that
this summer we collected new and
gently used collars and leashes to send
to Mexico. Altogether we collected
191 collars and 133 leashes, almost 60
pounds altogether! A great big thank
you goes out from me, but I thought
you would like to read the story of
Canela saying thank you.
“COLLARS FOR CABO Canela
the pit bull mix is sweet as a
cupcake, and today she received
her first real collar and leash!
Fittingly, the collar has cupcakes
on it and was a gift from a kind
donor in Houston, Texas.
Canela came with her owner to the
Health Dept. Spay/Neuter clinic
today wearing a stringy, frayed rag
around her neck that served as a
collar and leash. It was bulky and
hot. When her owner put the
cupcake collar on her and we all
told her she looked beautiful, she
brightened up and flashed a smile.
Although the collar was not new
but gently used, it sure made
Canela and her owners happy! We
cannot thank the donor enough, as
well as all those who worked to get
the collar to Canela!
Vicki Higgason McKay organized
donations at St. Philip Presbyterian
Church, Houston, Texas, and
collected a whopping 60 lbs. of
collars and leashes that are now
being distributed.
Thank you, Vicki and donors!!
And thanks again Jeff and Kathy
Payson for transporting from
Houston to Cabo! Brenda and Nora
will be bringing more in Feb.... the
remaining 10 lbs. from Vicki, and
the ones Brenda has bought from
funds raised
by my
Cousin
Christie
Stewart.
Thank you
all!!”

