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Let us rejoice in all the blessings
the Christmas season brings!
All women of the church are cordially
invited to join the Presbyterian Women
for our annual

Christmas Luncheon
St. Philip Presbyterian Church
Fellowship Hall

December 16, 2018
12:30 p.m. till 2:00 p.m.
Please RSVP by calling the Church Office
at 713-622-4807
or by email: welcome@saintphilip.net by December 11.
Please indicate if you need child care.

PW CIRCLES FOR DECEMBER
• Wednesday Evening Circle—1st Wednesday of the month
at 6 p.m. in the Dining Room

SERVICE OF HEALING AND WHOLENESS
The next service of healing and wholeness will be November
25. In this service, we claim God’s promise of well-being and
seek God’s healing touch in body, mind, and spirit. The
service includes individual prayers with the laying-on of hands
and anointing with oil, along with scripture readings and
hymns. Those seeking healing in their own lives or in the lives
of others are encouraged to attend, as well as those who feel
called to pray with those who suffer. In gathering for this
service, we acknowledge that all healing is from God and we
affirm that in the midst of illness, pain, and suffering, our
relationship with God in Christ sustains us.

HEALTH YOUR WAY
The Health Your Way program sponsored in part by AARP
will not meet Wednesday, November 21. A complete
schedule is available at: www.healthyourway.com.

RESCHEDULED - AGAIN! PRIMETIMERS
HOUSTON MURAL TOUR
Have you ever wondered about the growing presence of large
scale outdoor murals appearing around Houston? Join us on
Friday, November 30, for a guided bus tour of various
neighborhoods in central Houston, visiting many of the city’s
newest and most popular murals. We will learn about the
artists, their works, and their connection to the neighborhood,
finishing our tour with lunch at the El Tiempo Cantina. Cost
will be $10, not including lunch. RSVP by Sunday,
November 25. Please remember to wear comfortable shoes
and bring a hat. The bus will depart from St. Philip at 9 a.m.

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS
It is the time to adorn our chancel with poinsettias. You have
the opportunity to make a donation to assist with this. If you
are working down your Christmas task list, you can go to
MyStPhilip and donate online. Choose Flower Fund and
include in optional memo Point and the name of whom you
wish to honor or remember.
Forms will be available in the Gathering Area, and you can put
your contribution in an envelope in the offering plate or return
it with your payment to the Church Office by December 19.
Thank you.
Our Christmas Poinsettias are grown by the citizens of the
Brookwood Community, a living community that creates
meaningful jobs, builds a sense of belonging, and provides
meaning and purpose for adults with disabilities.

Christmas Poinsettias
Donations of any amount accepted
I / we would like to make a donation to purchase
poinsettias to adorn our chancel during this Christmas season
(circle one)

WEDNESDAYS IN ADVENT
We will gather at noon each Wednesday during Advent for
worship, offering the readings, prayers, and songs of the
season. Each service will also include communion. At 12:30,
lunch will be available in the Gathering Area. Dates for this
year are December 5, 12, and 19. Join us as we mark these
days of anticipation and hope!

(circle one)

in honor of / memory of

Donor - Your Name(s) (Please print legibly)

Please place envelope in the offering plate or return it
with your payment to the church office by Wednesday,
December 19. Payments can be made online—please
note ‘Point’. Use additional paper if needed.
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CHRISTMAS TIME IS COMING
Since 1980, Christian
Community Service
Center (CCSC) has
spread holiday cheer
through Jingle Bell
Express! With your help,
2,500 under-served children will receive new toys, books and a
holiday food package for his/her family. At Jingle Bell
Express, parents or heads of households can choose their
children’s unwrapped gifts from age-sorted bins, so that they
participate in what their child will receive. Here’s how to help
your neighbors in need have a beautiful Christmas!
Next week we will begin signing up volunteers to help
organize and distribute toys for CCSC Jingle Bell
Express. We need volunteers the week of December 3 for the
following:
Monday, 6-8 p.m.: Help unload truck and supplies
Tuesday, 6-8 p.m.: Assemble food packages
Wednesday, 6-8 p.m.: Sort and arrange toys and books
Friday and Saturday, 7:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.: Assist client
families as they “shop” for toys, books and food packages.
Any (or all!) of these opportunities are wonderful events for all
ages, and give families a chance to make a difference in
someone’s Christmas. Sign-up table will be in the Gathering
Area starting this Sunday, and running through November.
St. Philip Families
On Saturday, December 8 from 9 - 11 a.m.—we will meet at
the check-in desk at Bellaire United Methodist Church, 4417
Bellaire Blvd., 77401. After our shift is finished, we will go
for lunch at Cafe Express in Meyerland Plaza. All ages are
welcome, accompanied by a parent or guardian. You can
sign up by emailing Omar at omar@saintphilip.net.

TOY & BOOK DRIVE FOR JINGLE BELL
EXPRESS
WE NEED YOUR HELP! The last day for CCSC toy and
book collection is Sunday, December 2. Please stop at the
table in the Gathering Area for more information, or just bring
an UNWRAPPED new toy or book for a child up to fifteen
years old, and put it in the collection box. CCSC requests that
non-violent, unwrapped primary toys (as opposed to
stocking stuffers) are most helpful!
CCSC has set up a WISH LIST through AmazonSmile. The St.
Philip’s website has a direct link to the CCSC WISH LIST
which allows you to make purchases on Amazon and have
them shipped directly to CCSC. Now that’s an easy way to
shop!

JOHN BLOW CLEARING HOUSE
The Clearing House is the place to bring all discards
(magazines, books, clothing, household items, anything and
everything). These items will be passed on to various agencies
that are supported by our church. The main bulk of the items
are now going to Christian Community Service Centers, The
Women’s Home, SEARCH, and House of Tiny Treasures.
The Clearing House is located in the brick building behind the
Fellowship Hall Kitchen. It is open on Sundays from 9:00
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. During the week a key is available in the
Church Office. We cannot take furniture or electronics. Many
thanks to Janet Davis, Don Davis, and Paul Pennington for
their work in the Clearing House.

ST. PHILIP VOLUNTEERS, YOU ROCK!
Thanks to the hands of over 23 volunteers, 125 Christmas
boxes for Seafarers were lovingly packed & wrapped in one
hour. We could not have accomplished this without the many
donations from all of you of shoe boxes, hand knitted caps,
wash cloths, toothpaste, toothbrushes, soap, combs, pens,
Texas gifts....all of those things that you have been hauling to
Church so that the boxes would be full. There is no limit to
your generosity! 125 sailors will be so grateful for you this
Christmas! Thank you!

CHRISTMAS JOY OFFERING
For more than 80 years, Presbyterians have given generously
at Christmas to lift up those who’ve devoted their lives to the
mission of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). The Christmas
Joy Offering is shared equally by the Assistance Program of
the Board of Pensions, which provides much-needed assistance
to PC(USA) church workers and their families, and to
Presbyterian-affiliated racial ethnic schools and colleges,
which enable students to develop their gifts and find their
calling. The importance of the racial ethnic schools and
colleges of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) is demonstrated
in the continuing partnership between the two entities. We
invite you to make the Christmas Joy Offering part of your
Advent and Christmas tradition at St. Philip this month.
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NURSERY CARE
IS AVAILABLE THROUGHOUT THE MORNING
8:30 a.m.—12:30 p.m. Infants and children through 4 years old
are invited to our Nursery which is staffed by professional
childcare providers. Please find our Nursery in Room 106 of
the Education Building along the Sunday School Classroom
hallway on the first floor. An usher or a greeter will be happy
to direct you there.

SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES FOR ALL AGES

Below are the classes that are offered on Sunday.
Godly Play (Age 3 to K) - Room 104
Children’s Music—Room 105
Grades 1—5 - Room 105
Grades 6—8 - Room 206
Grades 9-12 - Room 205

CHURCH & SOCIETY—Room 201 – November 25 Veterans for American Ideals is a nonpartisan group of
veterans who share the belief that America is strongest when
its policies and actions match its ideals, presented by Adam
Babiker, U.S. Army veteran, a former refugee, and a Muslim.
Advent - December 2 - The Lord God Made Them All - Art
Quilts Inspired by Nature, presented by Hope Wilmarth, Fiber
Artist. December 9 - An Analysis of the bibliography Double
Vision: The Unerring Eye of Art World Avatars Dominique
and John de Menil, presented by Dr. William Camfield, Prof.
emeritus of art history at Rice Univ., and Ginny Camfield.
December 16 - Telling the Story With Symbols - a look at the
artwork at St. Philip, presented by the St. Philip Chancel
Guild. December 23 - Film study—Coco, presented by Kate
Burkart.

WEEKDAY CLASSES
PUB CLUB
Pub Club is a group for men in the church who like to enjoy
fellowship, stories and spirited discussion once a month at a
local pub. Pub Club meets the fourth Tuesday of each month.
Our next gathering is Tuesday, November 20 at The Ginger
Man, 5607 Morningside Dr., 77005 Men interested in
attending may eat beforehand or order food from the pub. For
more information or questions, please contact Tim Burgess at
TimRB1987@gmail.com.

MIDWEEK BIBLE STUDY
This class will not meet Wednesday, November 21. On
November 28, John Wurster will lead Bible study at 10:30
a.m. in the Dining Room.

PRESBYTERIAN MEN’S WEEKLY FELLOWSHIP
This class will not meet November 23. Men of all ages are
welcome to participate in this self-led group. The Men’s
Weekly Fellowship meets each Friday in the Conference
Room at noon. The book we are using is Preaching The
Women of the Old Testament; Who They Were and Why They
Matter written by Lynn Japinga.
The men who wish to
participate should bring a bag lunch; refreshments will be
provided. The group wraps up promptly at 1:00 p.m. Please
contact Gary Gardner at ggardne148@aol.com if you have any
questions.

MONDAY EVENING STUDY GROUP

primarily from the NRSV and Dr. Robert Alter’s The Book of
Psalms: A Translation with Commentary. All are welcome.

On Monday, November 26, at 5:30 p.m., we continue our
discussion of Cynthia Rigby’s book Holding Faith, with
chapter 3 in Part 2, “God meets us.” The topic is “Where does
God meet us? The doctrine of the incarnation.” We meet for
fellowship, refreshments, and a brief devotional each second
and fourth Monday, from 5:30 to 7:00 p.m., in the Dining
Room (in the Administration Building, at the south end of
campus).

SPa—Room 200

THEOLOGY ON TAP

CHILDREN'S CHAPEL—Children in pre-K through first

Join a community of people in their 20s and 30s for
compassionate conversation regarding all matters of the life of
faith. We meet monthly at different restaurants in Houston and
pose questions for group reflection and discussion. Bring a
friend or your partner, your questions and ideas, and your thirst
for knowledge! Next meeting is December 11 at 6:30
p.m. The place will be announced soon.

BIBLE STUDY—Room 204 – We are studying The Psalms,

- We are studying Holding Faith: A
Practical Introduction to Christian Doctrine by Cynthia L.
Rigby. The Saint Philip Adults class is a fellowship of adults
from all walks of life who gather for learning and community.
It is a conversation/dialogue-based/interactive class. Sharing
leadership is easy and fun and asking questions is what it is all
about. Contact: Omar@saintphilip.net.
grade are invited to attend Children's Chapel with Rev. Omar
Rouchon and a parent helper following the conversation with
children during the 11 o’clock service on the second and fourth
Sundays. In the Children's Chapel, our young disciples learn
the whos, whats, wheres, whens and whys of worship, while
praying, singing and hearing God's word at an age-appropriate
level. Children return to join the congregation in the first few
pews on the lectern side of the church for the last hymn.

WOMEN’S MONTHLY BOOK GROUP
A monthly interest group for women who like to read books,
socialize, and have a night out meets the second Thursday of
each month at 7:00 p.m. Our next meeting on December 13,
will be at the home of Nina Lambright. We will discuss The
Dry by Jane Harper. This self-led, interactive group produces
lively discussions and wonderful fellowship. For more
information contact Sarah O’Dell at sarah.odell6@gmail.com.
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SESSION HIGHLIGHTS
October 2018
Stated Session Meeting – October 16, 2018
 Session approved the 2019 Challenge Budget of $1,759,840
that was proposed by Budget Council.
 Session elected Ada Fuller to serve as St. Philip Treasurer
for 2019.
 Session approved collecting a free-will offering to support
the Sutherland Nursing School & Bethesda Clinic on
Sunday, November 4, 2018 at 8:30 a.m.
 Session approved the recommendation of Property
Committee to invite the Presbytery of New Covenant to
relocate the Presbytery’s office to the St. Philip campus.
 Session approved the use of Spark Rotation curriculum for
Advent and Christmas by Spark House for Advent VBS.
 Session approved a Strategic Planning Process and Timeline
to develop and implement a strategic plan for St. Philip.
 Session elected Anne Wilson, Chuck Seidel, Kate Crary,
Kate Burkart, and Nancy Young, to serve as Ruling Elder
Commissioners to the November 17, 2018 Stated Meeting of
the Presbytery of New Covenant at St. Andrew’s
Presbyterian Church, Houston, and elected Amye Webster
and Tim Burgess as alternates.

St. Philippians and their families—Bill Taylor; Carol
Johnston; Toto McGeHee; Alan Coufal; Carolyn Vestal;
Dorothy McMillan—mother of Nancy Higgs; Elizabeth
Carlton Lithio—granddaughter of Jeanie Flowers; Ralph
Arlinghaus—father of Paul Arlinghaus; Arlette Keene; T.E.
“Joe” Keever; Ian Pearce; Rusty Howard; Phillip McDaniel;
Ruth Weber; Carol Paine Kendrick; Joe Ann Berwick;
George Helland; Alice Pennington; Joyce Randolf; Van
Rathgeber; Penny Vieau; and Darnall Burks—father of Deb
Burks.
Friends of St. Philippians—Betty Reilly—friend of Scott
Easterly; Bennett Williams—friend of Curt and Sharon
Webb; Derek Nusbaum & family – friends of Cameron &
Heather Highsmith; refugee family from Iraq—Hassan,
Enas, Dima and Ahmed; Trudy Smith Alexander-friend of
Robin & Gary Willis; and Grady Reed-friend of Stephen
Paine.
Congratulations to Julia Fox and Alex Brewer on their
marriage on November 17, 2018.

Committee Actions:
 Mission Committee has taken action to support the CCSC
Jingle Bell Express Toy and Book Drive for our all-church
efforts to support families for Christmas, which will take the
place of the Adopt-A Family project through Kids Meals.
 Peacemaking and Social Justice Committee has endorsed
bringing the Out of Order documentary film to St. Philip in
2019.
Called Session Meeting – October 21, 2018
 Session received into membership:
 Jonathan Davis and Krystal Davis by reaffirmation of
faith.
 Jerri Workman by letter of transfer from First
Presbyterian Church, 800 Jefferson Street, Kerrville,
Texas 78028.
John A. Lemen, Clerk of Session

It’s never to late to return in your
pledge card. Return them to the
church office anytime. You may
also go to MyStPhilip and make
your pledge through your
account.

