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An Alternative to the Black Friday Doorbuster Dash!!!
Annual Alternative Christmas Market
Every year, St. Philip hosts an opportunity for the congregation to give gifts that not only are fun to
give but that also support nonprofit, cause-based work with ministries such as clean water,
education, relief and assistance projects, and other missions supported by our church. When this
sort of gifting occurs, it honors friends and family and enriches our outreach programs.
This year, we will be experiencing a totally new format for our St. Philip Alternative Market. It
will be a much more festive event for all of us, as it will be held in the Fellowship Hall. We will
have a delicious Soup and Bread lunch with proceeds from lunch going to one of our mission
partners. The Fellowship Committee will offer crafts for the kids to do while their parents shop.
We will have our usual vendors with a few new ones as well. There will be an expanded silent
auction with creative and special Gift Baskets, and beautiful textiles from our Presbyterian girl’s
school program in Pakistan. There may even be a chance to sing out a Christmas Carol or two!
Remember, even if you don’t want to purchase items, this is a wonderful opportunity to talk to
mission partner representatives, and to learn what they do first hand. You may then make a
contribution to the mission right on the spot, which also can be made in the name of a loved one.
To make things easier for everyone, we will be able to check out with cash, checks, or credit cards.
Mark your calendar for November 19, 9:30 a.m. till 10:45 and 12:00 p.m. till 1, in the Fellowship
Hall. What a great event to share with your fellow St. Philipians as we move toward the Advent
Season.
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Kids Against Hunger®
By Butch Wilson
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One of the first things Anne and I volunteered for after we joined St. Philip was to pack food
for Kids Against Hunger® with our College of Wooster alumni group. We had a wonderful time
packing over 10,000 meals in a little under two hours. Shortly after that Saturday, we asked how
we could help on a regular basis. We loved wearing those hairnets and working along
side others with a heart for mission!
is a national organization that was founded in the mid 1970’s. St. Philip
became involved with this organization in September, 2009, through the efforts of James and
Sandra Cooper. We currently pack over 10,000 meals a month with the help of many organizations
that are looking for volunteer opportunities. Since the Coopers’ started this effort, St. Philip has
packed and distributed over 1.1 MILLION meals. To help with Hurricane Harvey relief, we have
distributed over 33,690 meals to four different agencies and churches.
Kids Against Hunger®

Many people from St. Philip as well as other organizations generously contribute their time and
dollars to our program to help cover our costs of less than $0.13 per meal. The meals are a
nutritious blend of black beans, soy, minerals and vitamins and locally sourced rice.
On November 5, Kids Against Hunger® will be the recipient of the November Communion
Offering. We invite you to contribute with your financial support, but know that we can always
use more volunteers to help set up, clean up and pack food for our typical two-hour packing
sessions that usually happen on a Saturday morning. What a great way for families to participate in
a mission project together!
You can learn more about us and even see what’s involved in packing meals on the St. Philip
website. http://www.saintphilip.net/Mission.html If you have any questions or are ready to sign up,
please contact Butch Wilson at butchwilson97@gmail.com.
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emailing seasonal@ccschouston.org.
Thank you St. Philippians for your blessings of books and time
to others during this holiday season. Please contact Angelina
Fonseca at angelinamfonseca@hotmail.com with further
questions.

COLLECTING ITEMS FOR CHRISTMAS BOXES

Christian Community Service Center (CCSC) is preparing to
spread holiday cheer through Jingle Bell Express 2017! With
your assistance, 2,500 underprivileged children will receive new
toys, books, and a holiday food package for his/her
family. Jingle Bell Express is unique in comparison to other
Christmas programs, as it is organized in a manner where
parents “shop” for their children. They believe that this design
lends dignity to families.
Jingle Bell Express needs assistance with new book donations
and volunteer engagement. They need to collect hundreds
of new books for children from infancy to age 15. Books should
be nonviolent and unwrapped. Donate your gift of books in the
Gathering Area or Church Office through November 19.
You can be a part of Moving Day December 4, 5-8 p.m., Food
Assembly Day December 5, 6-8 p.m., or Toy & Book Sorting
Day December 6, 6-8 p.m., or join the Jingle Bell Express
Distribution Days event, Friday, December 8, and Saturday,
December 9 from 7:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. Sign up by

Happy Fall - Happy Halloween and
soon-to-be Happy Thanksgiving but
the Seafarer Committee is already
thinking of Christmas Boxes. Here
are the items we are low on: combs,
men’s tube socks, razors, large
containers of toothpaste (Kroger &
HEB sell a lot of brands for $1 - so
if every member bought one — we would have plenty), wash
cloths, packages of tissues, and of course hotel samples. Please
bring your items by the first of December so that we can sort
them and of course bring what you have already been
saving. We will use it. The sooner we have it the better it is
for us. WE DO NOT REQUIRE ANY MORE SHOE BOXES
AT THIS TIME. We will pack boxes on December 10. Details
to be announced soon.

MEDICAL EQUIPMENT
If you or a loved one is injured or recovering from surgery and
needs medical equipment to use in the interim, please contact
the office. Thanks to members who have given gently-used
items to the church, we have an inventory of pieces to
accommodate different sizes. These include: transfer chair for
bathing, push carts, wheelchairs, padded seat cushion, easy
chair, feeding chair with tray, crutches, walkers, or bedside
toilet.

Rusty Howard—hospitalized at M.D. Anderson
Laney Miller—having surgery November 1
Wanda McHone—coping with shingles
Marion Takehara—in rehab at Parkway Place recovering from an infection
Carla Burns—at Brookdale—Tanglewood
Patrick Ball—at The Forum
Ruth Weber—at Belmont Village, Hunter’s Creek
Barbara Rathgeber—receiving dialysis
Ann Merklein—Elizabeth Duerr’s sister has health concerns
Elizabeth Carlton Lithio—granddaughter of Jeanie Flowers, health concerns
Diane Boddington Nahajzer—Laura Burgess’ aunt receiving cancer treatments
Steve Smith—Shelley Smith’s brother receiving cancer treatment
Cathy Waxler— friend of Pat Lindsay battling ovarian cancer
Kimmie Hatfield—friend of Stephen Paine diagnosed with stage 4 lung cancer
Barry McCarthy—friend of Wayne and Sandra Truxillo recovering from a stroke
Jack Wetmore—friend of Wayne and Sandra Truxillo receiving treatment
Grady Reed—friend of Stephen Paine receiving cancer treatment
Congratulations to Dan & Elizabeth Lithio on the birth of Anna Jean Lithio on October 25. With Anna Jean’s birth, Jeanie Flowers
welcomes her first great grandchild.

Recuperating at Home
Joe Ann Berwick , Bebe Burns, Trudy Cleveland, George Helland, T.E. “Joe” Keever, Philip McDaniel, Carey Murphey, Alice
Pennington, Van Rathgeber, Greg Scalpino, Penny Vieau
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NURSERY AND PRESCHOOL
8:30 a.m.—12:30 p.m. Infants and children through 4 years old
are invited to our Nursery which is staffed by professional
childcare providers. Please find our Nursery in Room 106 of the
Education Building along the Sunday School Classroom hallway
on the first floor. An usher or a greeter will be happy to direct
you there.

SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES FOR ALL AGES
ALL CLASSES BEGIN AT 9:30 A.M.
Godly Play (Age 3 to K)—Room 104
Grades 1 & 2—Room 105
Grades 9-12—Room 205
Grades 3,4 & 5—Room 103
Grades 6-8—Room 206
Youth Group (Grades 6-12) - 4:30—6:30 Youth Room

BIBLE STUDY—Room 204—The class is engaged in a
study of the book of 2 Samuel which tells of the rise and
survival of David as their leader, revealing throughout the very
human traits of the people involved in the narrative. The Bible
study class utilizes the insights of a variety of scholars to expand
our understanding of God’s message of faithfulness to His
people. Nancy Cook and Al Waldrop lead the discussions. All
are welcome.

CHURCH & SOCIETY—Room 201—November includes
a four-part series—We Were Strangers, Too: Theology, Justice,
and Refugees - November 5 - A Jewish Perspective on Social
Action and Refugees This presentation will begin with source
material from the Bible and other Codes of Jewish Law on the
topic of refugees. This will lead into sharing about Jewish
perspectives on the current refugee crisis. Presented by Rabbi
Oren Hayon-Senior Rabbi at Congregation Emanu
El. November 12 - Living the Faith: Social Justice in Islam
This talk will cover the faith-based dimensions of what social
justice means, how it has been practiced historically, and discuss
some of the civic engagement work of Muslims in Houston
serving the marginalized. November 19 - Finding our (Dis)
place: A Theological Response to Refugees Presented by Rev.
Gregory Han, Director of Interfaith Relations, Interfaith
Ministries for Greater Houston. November 26 - Partnership for
the Advancement & Immersion of Refugees Presented by Abbie
Drozek-Fitzwater- Program Coordinator at Las Americas
Newcomer School.

SPa—Room 200—Fall 2017: Saving Jesus Redux—Ever feel
like Jesus has been kidnapped by one group and discarded by
the other in an on-going culture war? Then join us for Saving
Jesus Redux, a twelve-session DVD-based study from Living
the Questions exploring what a credible Jesus looks like for the
third millennium. Contributors include a host of other
theologians, scholars, and pastors. SPa class is a fellowship of
adults from all walks of life who gather for learning and
community. It is a conversation/dialogue-based/interactive class.
Please contact Omar if you have any questions
omar@saintphilip.net.

CHILDREN'S CHAPEL—Room 203—November 12 - On
the second and fourth Sunday of each month, children in Pre-K
through first grade are invited to attend Children's Chapel with

Omar Rouchon and a parent-helper following the conversation
with children during the 11 o’clock service. In the Children's
Chapel, our young disciples learn the whos, whats, wheres,
whens and whys of worship, while praying, singing and hearing
God's word at an age-appropriate level. Please contact Omar
Rouchon if you have any questions.

WOMEN’S MONTHLY BOOK GROUP
A monthly interest group for women who like to read books,
socialize, and have a night out meets the second Thursday of
each month at 7:00 p.m. Our next meeting is November 9 we
will review Mrs. Lincoln’s Dressmaker by Jennifer Chiaverini.
We will meet at Jacqueline Hamilton Taylor’s home. This selfled, interactive group produces lively discussions and wonderful
fellowship. For more information contact:
Sarah O’Dell at sarah.odell6@gmail.com
or go to: http://saintphilip.BookGroup.html

MONDAY EVENING STUDY GROUP
Join the discussion in the dining room (in the administration
building, at the south end of campus) November 13 with St.
Philip’s Monday evening study group! Besides conversation,
our meetings include fellowship, refreshments, and a brief
devotional, as we continue our study of Truth Speaks to Power
by Walter Brueggemann. We will be discussing chapter 4,
“Truth transforms power: Josiah.” We meet each second and
fourth Monday, from 5:30 to 7:00 p.m. Come even if you
haven’t done the reading; the discussion is always timely and
thought-provoking.

THEOLOGY ON TAP
Join a community of people in their 20s and 30s for
compassionate conversation regarding all matters of the life of
faith! We meet monthly at different restaurants in Houston and
pose questions for group reflection and discussion. Bring a
friend or your partner, your questions and ideas, and your thirst
for knowledge! Next meeting is November 14 at 6:30 p.m. at
Cottonwood, 3422 N. Shepherd Dr., 77018.

PUB CLUB
Pub Club is a new group for men in the church who like to enjoy
fellowship, stories and spirited discussion once a month at a
local pub. Pub Club meets the fourth Tuesday of each month.
Our next gathering is Tuesday, November 28 at 7 p.m. at Goode
Company Armadillo Palace, 5015 Kirby Dr. 77098. Men
interested in attending may eat beforehand or order food from
the pub. For more information or questions please contact Tim
Burgess at TimRB1987@gmail.com.

MIDWEEK BIBLE STUDY

This fall we mark the 500th anniversary of the beginning of the
Protestant Reformation with a study of the key biblical texts
behind this historical movement. We will also look at the
various streams of the Reformation, including Lutheran,
Reformed (Presbyterian), Anabaptist, and Anglican traditions. A
study guide is available for all participants. Join John Wurster as
he leads this discussion. The class meets at 10:30 a.m. each
Wednesday in the Dining Room.
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PRESBYTERIAN MEN’S WEEKLY FELLOWSHIP
Men of all ages are welcome to participate in the self-led group.
The Men’s Weekly Fellowship meets each Friday in the
Conference Room at noon. The book they are studying is
Amazing Grace, by Kathleen Norris. The men who wish to
participate should bring a bag lunch; refreshments will be
provided. The group wraps up promptly at 1:00 p.m. Please
contact Robert Estill at reestill@sbcglobal.net if you have any
questions.
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Presbyterian Women (PW) offers a variety of ways for women
to live out their faith in an inclusive, caring community
beginning with bible study at St. Philip. Please join any one of
the circles for their monthly meetings.

PW CIRCLES
• Sunday Circle—3rd Sunday of the month after 11 a.m.
service in the Dining Room
• Monday Morning Saints—2nd Monday of the month at 10
a.m. in the Dining Room
• Wednesday Morning Circle—4th Wednesday of the
month at 10 a.m. in the Parlor
• Wednesday Evening Circle—4th Wednesday of the
month at 6 p.m. in the Dining Room

MO-RANCH
Would you like to help with the 2018 Mo Ranch retreat? We
would love to have your help! Please contact Guy and Melissa
Aldrich at aldrimel@comcast.net or 713-248-2642 if you are
interested.

ADULT PICK-UP BASKETBALL
Join us for friendly competition and
exercise through pick-up basketball in the
gym at Bellaire United Methodist Church
(4417 Bellaire Blvd, Bellaire, TX 77401).
We will meet weekly on Thursdays at 7
p.m. starting October 5. All skill levels are
welcome. No broken ankles allowed. For more info or questions
contact Henry Owen r.henry.owen@gmail.com.

SERVICE OF HEALING AND WHOLENESS
The next service of healing and wholeness will be November
26 at 5:00 p.m. In this service, we claim God’s promise of wellbeing and seek God’s healing touch in body, mind, and spirit.
The service includes individual prayers with the laying-on of
hands and anointing with oil, along with scripture readings and
hymns. Those seeking healing in their own lives or in the lives
of others are encouraged to attend, as well as those who feel
called to pray with those who suffer. In gathering for this
service, we acknowledge that all healing is from God and we
affirm that in the midst of illness, pain, and suffering our
relationship with God in Christ sustains us.

GIVE A GIFT OF SONG
We have on order additional copies of the 2013
Presbyterian hymnal, Glory to God. Hymnals may
be purchased in honor of or in memory of
someone. An inscribed bookplate will recognize
your gift. Hymnals are also available for
individual use. Each hymnal is $20. Return this
form to the church office along with your
payment. Additional forms will be available in the Gathering
Area. If you wish to pay online, choose a designated gift and
type Hymnal in memo line.
Your name:
Number of hymnals purchased:

Don’t forget! Bring your
pledge card to worship on
NOVEMBER 12
or mail to the church in the
envelope provided.

In honor of
In memory of

Thank you.
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Session Highlights
October 2017
Called Session Meeting – October 15
 Session received into membership:
Jeanne West by letter of transfer from University Presbyterian Church, Austin, Texas
Stated Session Meeting – October 17
 Session approved the transfer of membership letter of Cletus Johnson to Trinity Presbyterian Church in Springfield, Missouri.
 Session approved the removal from the membership roll of Mary Wassef at her request.
 Session elected to the Central Mission Endowment Council Pat Lindsay for a three-year term, as nominated by the
Congregational Nominating Committee to serve in the Class of 2020; and elected Sarah O’Dell and Jeannette Wennenweser,
each to serve one-year unexpired terms in the Class of 2018, as nominated by the CNC.
 Session approved Account Signatories for 2018 that had been proposed by the Finance Committee.
 Session elected Ada Fuller to serve as St. Philip Treasurer in 2018, as nominated by the Finance Committee.
 Session approved additions to the Personnel Committee section of the Manual of Operations for St. Philip Presbyterian Church
addressing sabbatical leaves for installed pastors.
 Session elected Anne Wilson, Larraine Lyter-Reed, Ada Fuller, Nancy Young, and Rhonda Sands to serve as Ruling Elder
Commissioners to the November 18 Stated Meeting of Presbytery of New Covenant at Northwoods Presbyterian Church, and
elected Kate Dickinson and Jane Lee as alternates.
Committee Actions:
 Peacemaking and Social Justice Committee has completed the fall planting of the Community Garden.
 Stewardship Committee has scheduled Commitment Sunday on November 12.

SAVE THIS DATE
ADVENT VBS
Saturday, December 2
9:00 a.m. till 2:00 p.m.
All children ages 3 through fifth grade are welcome.
Registration will be available soon.
If you have any questions email: Omar@saintphilip.net.

CLASSICAL MINDS GUITAR CONCERT
Come hear internationally acclaimed classical guitarists Jay
Kacherski and Eddie Healy perform Sunday, November 19 at
2:30-4:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary. Kacherski is a Fulbright Scholar
of contemporary classical music of Mexico who just returned
from a 3-week tour in China. Healy is a composer and concert
guitarist who has performed throughout Spain, Mexico and the
United States. The program will open with the San Jacinto
College Guitar Ensemble directed by Prof. Jeremy Garcia. This
concert is a Preview Concert for the Classical Minds
International Guitar Festival held annually in June. Tickets at the
door: $15 general admission, $10 seniors, $5 students. All
proceeds go towards student scholarships to the Festival. For
further information please contact Nadene
Crain, nacrain@comcast.net.
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Rice Cinema presents:
We Are In It a Film by Yehuda Sharim Friday, November 3rd at 6:30pm @ Rice Cinema
We Are In It chronicles the stories and journeys of five Houston residents and their attempt to find refuge in this American
metropolis. By combining tales of deportation with everyday defeats and resilience, it identifies what lies beneath the surface of
migrant and refugee realities and the unsettling need to move towards political and economic security. The film documents their
personal archives – poetry and paintings of Baghdad, film clips of the Burmese diaspora, songs in Swahili – and their efforts to reenvisage a home amidst experiences of trivialized war, hardship, and alienation.
This event is free and open to the public. Be sure to reserve your free tickets at WeAreInItRice.eventbrite.com
Lessons in Seeing A Film by Yehuda Sharim—Saturday, November 4th at 6:30pm @ Rice Cinema
Lessons in Seeing is the story of Sibhatleab Mebratu, an aging math teacher who spent 25 years as a political prisoner and refugee in
Ethiopia. During his first week in Houston, Sibhatleab visits Salem Market, a store that caters to Houston’s diverse African
communities. The film depicts his journey in a new country, his struggles with eviction, and his love of math in the summer before a
contentious election amid growing anti-refugee rhetoric.
This event is free and open to the public. Be sure to reserve your tickets at RiceLIS.eventbrite.com.
For more information:
www.weareinitfilm.com or http://cinema.rice.edu * 713-348-4882 * arts@rice.edu. Free and open to the public.

