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TRICK OR TREAT 

 

Halloween’s a time for pumpkins, costumes and global market awareness 
at St. Philip. We will be having our annual Halloween sale where you can 
pre- order Equal Exchange fair-trade chocolate for trick-or-treaters.  The 
fair-trade Halloween chocolate allows us to “say no” to injustices of 
forced child labor on cocoa farms in West Africa. Equal Exchange provides 
monitoring by groups like FLO International and Trans Fair USA that 
check standards and certify producers, ensuring no child labor or forced 
labor was used in the cocoa production and that farmers are paid 
enough. Purchasing fairly traded exports helps to encourage 
sustainable living and development opportunities in the poorest regions 
of the world, providing small-scale farmers with a livable wage.  
 

Please join us at the Coffee Team table on September 29 to order your 
boxes of milk/dark mini chocolates. Coffee, tea, almonds and olive oil will 
also be on offer before and after the 11 a.m. worship service.  

https://www.beliefnet.com/columnists/news/2008/10/churches-push-fairtrade-chocol.php
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Purpose. The purpose of the 
Peacemaking and Social Justice 
Committee is to highlight and 

support the denomination’s 
Peacemaking Program; and, as 

described more fully in St. Philip’s 
Commitment to Peacemaking (2003), 

to do peacemaking through: 

encouraging worship that 
expresses the reality of God’s 
peace-giving,  

encouraging prayer and Bible 
study,  

creating opportunities for 
peacemaking in families and 
community living,  

working with and supporting 
community ministries, 

supporting study and response 
to global issues,  

studying global security 
concerns,  

making peace with the Earth, 
and  

receiving the Peace and Global 
Witness Offering. 

HOW TO HAVE COURAGEOUS CONVERSATIONS  
ABOUT GUN VIOLENCE 

 

Talking about gun violence can be challenging but you don't need a trained 
facilitator or mediator to do it. With the right tools, anyone can have courageous 
conversations. The Rev. Deanna Hollas, the Gun Violence Prevention Ministry 
Coordinator with the Presbyterian Peace Fellowship, will lead a workshop on 
Saturday, October 5, from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m. at St. Philip Presbyterian Church, 
where you will get resources and learn how to host courageous conversations in 
your church or home. "No matter where you fall on this issue," Hollas says, 
"the important thing is we remain in conversation with each other."  
 

In her role with the Presbyterian Peace Fellowship, the Rev. Hollas assists church 
leaders across the Presbyterian denomination in becoming engaged and active in 
the prevention of gun violence. She does this by providing resources, support, 
and encouragement. This can include preaching and teaching as well as 
connecting folks with others in their geographical region, as it is common to feel 
alone and discouraged when trying to change a powerful system.  
 

The Rev. Hollas is the Gun Violence Prevention Ministry Coordinator with the 
Presbyterian Peace Fellowship and the co-founder of Retreat House Spirituality 
Center in Richardson, Texas. She holds a master of divinity degree from Perkins 
School of Theology as well as a diploma in the art of spiritual direction from San 
Francisco Theological Seminary. Deanna and her husband, Chris, are new empty 
nesters, as their youngest of three children left for college this year. In her free 
time, Deanna enjoys listening to music, being outdoors, and discovering delicious 
plant-based, harm-free meals. 

 

On Saturday, October 5 evening at 7:30 p.m., following the workshop, the Rev. 
Hollas will participate in the 12th Annual Concert for Peace in the sanctuary at St. 
Philip Presbyterian Church. 

 

GREEN CELEBRATION DAY! 
 

How do you get to St. Philip? Consider trying a different way on Sunday, 
October 13, as we unveil our new bicycle rack and celebrate God’s good 
creation! 
 

The day’s activities will include: 
 Paperless worship (using the Service for the Lord’s Day in the Glory to God 

hymnal) 
 A group photo of everyone with their travel mug 
 Dedication of our bike rack after 11:00 worship 
 Samples and demonstrations of earth-friendly cleaning products and methods 

(and a how-to-do-it-yourself), led by Lori Murphy 
 Plastic footprint and carbon footprint calculators to play with 
 

In addition, everyone arriving by alternative transportation will receive a special 
sticker indicating their mode of travel. What counts as alternative transportation? 
 Carpooling with other St. Philippians in your neighborhood, or on your way  
 Bicycling (Be among the first to use our new bike rack!) 
 Driving a hybrid or electric vehicle 
 Riding public transportation 
 Walking  
 

What can you do to be ready? 
 Consider whether you can carpool, bicycle, or walk to St. Philip that day—and 

start planning any adjustments to your Sunday morning schedule. (Last 
year’s high temp was only 78!) 

 Hybrid- and electric-vehicle drivers, can you bring someone to church? 
 Cyclists, watch this space for more info about possible “meet-ups” in the 

Heights and/or Memorial areas. 
 Bring your travel mug for a group photo after worship (and save a paper 

cup)! 
 Dress comfortably, even if you are taking “motorized” transportation to 

church. 
 

Genesis is clear that we have been entrusted by God with the keeping of all God’s 
creatures and the earth itself (Genesis 1:26). How can you make a lighter 
footprint for even just one day? Join us in caring for God’s creation! 
 

St. Philip is proud to be a PC(USA) Earth Care Congregation. 
 
 
 

 





The August communion offering amounted to $2,300.  Many 
thanks to the congregation for the support that they showed 
to CCSC to provide food-bank services, clothing, Back to 
School supplies, and Jingle Bell Express Christmas toys to 
underserved families in the central and south west Houston 
area. CCSC is a consortium of 42 Houston area churches, and 
Central Presbyterian was a founding member.  We are proud 
to carry on the work that was started by our sister church. 

 
KIDS AGAINST HUNGER UPDATE 
KAH at St. Philip has now packed over 87,000 
meals this year and over 1,362,000 meals since 
Sandra and James Cooper founded our Kids 
Against Hunger satellite at St. Philip in November 
of 2009. Picture to right: Comerica volunteers who 
packed 11,664 meals that will be delivered to 
those in need in Houston. 

 
TWO OUTREACH OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE THE HOMELESS 
1. In recognition of World Homeless Day in October, SPPC will serve at 

the Beacon Day Center for the Homeless on Saturday, October 12 from 
10:45 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.   Volunteers will serve lunch, do laundry or process 
client intake.  Sign up in the Gathering Area at church between worship 
services  September 29 or October 6, or contact Betsy Boston at 610-304-
3896 or Ehbluzerne@aol.com. 

 

2. New or gently used bath towels will be collected for the Beacon clients to 
shower.  The Beacon’s towel supply is running low, and our help has 
been requested.  Please bring towels to the Gathering Area or the Church 
Office between September 29 through October 13.   

 

In 2018, the Beacon prepared and served 68,686 meals, provided access for 
21,514 showers, and washed and folded 22,728 loads of laundry.  
 

While Houston has made great progress and reduced overall homelessness by 
54% since 2011, the need remains great. On any given day, approximately 3,900 
individuals in our community are homeless. Over the course of a year, 58,000 
men, women, and children in our community will experience homelessness.  More 
information on homelessness in Houston will be available in the Gathering 
Area on Sunday, October 13. 
 

SPPC Mission addresses homelessness in 2019 by partnering with the Beacon, 
SEARCH and Lord of the Streets.  Thank you for making a difference for the least 
of these in Houston. 
 
SEAFARERS 
Help give a sailor a special Christmas gift this year! The Mission committee is 
accepting donations of personal items, such as those listed below, to fill the 2019 
Seafarer’s Christmas Boxes through November 10.  Each year congregations 
from the Houston area pack personal items that sailors use every day in empty 
shoeboxes and wrap them with Christmas paper.  The boxes will be delivered to 
the Seafarer’s Center, and then personally taken to the ships by the Port 
chaplains.  Annually, over 10,000 wrapped boxes have been delivered to over 
500 ships from over 65 different countries.  St. Philip will be packing boxes on 
November 10. The seafarers greatly cherish these gifts.  On board the ships for 
many months at a time, away from their families, a personal touch of a gift is so 
important to these sailors. 
 

Collection boxes are in the Gathering Area and in the Church Office for donations. 
See below for the items we are looking for: 

empty shoe boxes, deodorant soap, hard candy, lip balm, pens, rubber 
bands, small tissue packs, word searches, address book, cotton swabs, 
disposable razors, hot chocolate packs, nail clippers, playing cards, 
sewing kits, socks, toothpaste, antiseptic cream, baseball camps, dental 
floss, foot powder, pocket notebooks, Sudoko, USB flash drives, body 
powder, deodorant, gum, key chains, paper clips, microwave popcorn 
packets, shaving cream, Texas souvenirs, and wash cloths. 
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CHANCEL GUILD 
You are invited to participate in preparing our worship space for services. Our 
primary duties include checking the flowers before worship and emptying the 
water in the baptismal basin after the service.  Currently we are seeking 
volunteers for April through September 2019.  Please join us! Look for the 
signup sheet in the Gathering Area.  Contact Jane Larkin at 713-621-1222 or 
l.larkin6561@att.net  for more information. 
 
WORSHIP LIVE 
Worship with us, whenever, wherever. Our Communications & Technology 
Committee has made it possible for you to see St. Philip Sunday services 
from your home -- or wherever you have a computer, phone, or tablet. You 
can watch the service live at 11:00 on Sundays or view it - and other 
archived services - when convenient. Look for the Worship button on our 
website, saintphilip.net. 
 
JOHN BELL IN HOUSTON 
First Congregational Church of Houston, 10840 Beinhorn, Houston presents a 
Worship and Community Hymn Sing with John Bell from the Iona Community 
in Scotland, on Saturday, October 5 and Sunday, October 6. The Saturday 
workshop will be from 1:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m., and Sunday Hymn Sing at 3:00 
p.m. Click here for more information and to register or go to www.fcc-
houston.org/johnbell.     
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New Class for Sunday Mornings 
 

THE 7 MARKS OF A VITAL CONGREGATION, 
INSPIRATION FOR CONTEMPLATION,  

AND ENCOURAGEMENT FOR CONVERSATION 
 

Time:  9:45 – 10:45 a.m.              Place:  Dining Room 
 

The Strategic Planning Task Force is using resources from the PC(USA) Vital 
Congregations Initiative to help shape our vision for the future.  We believe 
this program offers some important challenges and inspirations for how St. 
Philip might enhance, change, and/or redirect how we live our life 
together.  While Pastor John Wurster is on sabbatical, we feel this is a great 
opportunity to reflect upon some of these important areas.   
 

For five more Sundays in September and October, participate in this Bible 
study and focused prayer time around each of the 7 Marks of Vital 
Congregations.  

A skilled facilitator will lead each week. Centered on a scripture passage and 
reflection by the leader, a time of discussion and questions will follow in small 
and large groups.  The class will conclude with a focused time of prayer.   
 
As we study the word of God around these 7 Marks, the hope is that the 
Spirit of God will lead us to wonder that which transforms and courage to 
faithfully change and follow as disciples of Jesus Christ. 

Date Topic Leader 

9/22 Outward Incarnational Focus 
Rev. Dr. Nate Carlin,  

Assoc. Professor at UTHealth 

9/29 
Intentional Authentic 

Evangelism 

Elder John Hartman, St. Philip member, 
Volunteer Extraordinaire 

10/6 Spirit-Inspired Worship 
Rev. Dr. Rose Niles, Development Officer, 
Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary 

10/13 Caring Relationships 
Rev. Pat Clark, Author, Pastor,  

Spiritual Director 

10/20 Ecclesial Health 
Rev. Dr. Nate Carlin,  

Assoc. Professor at UTHealth 

 

mailto:l.larkin6561@att.net
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001cqmbd4vcHp-LmVFnb7Xf3g2XwGeznrI9qTmiwpSi8jo3p5wfEByu8XIxfOLlwR0xqNQCVVGbH9uzOf7g-2ORLURfLkauLYLSXSo0vYRxejLYDAJ8hfTxlk9FEYzwinIPo_BuwFtvvHyRR2pLY-qy05gpU4bM0ShINOJPSOi7PXeACSIRVFDXWVA3i0kww7qjbg8_fh8L1_M=&c=mOUvSUPrFirYLyrFN_u4P
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001V-w1BVVeL9ArJpSfwqrZeqGnAc3FIM8nfBGFg7g5FBWlxI7wRt2t4L_Au34Cg0h6Mw2jkOWDJun_16rxJ02e8agIfQN2YpDBY8SY5VJ-BXR07PAyv9L0fX8gZpHf3rOt2NmqvEkV4GYPOqKAu3kZES0_P4CznPZTgHLW7E-LmKmN8yw-Ekq2PzZanJJdX6Vc&c=OGS35lLf7hu9B0x_ugNJFpAlpJ-S0F_UU
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NURSERY CARE  

IS AVAILABLE 

THROUGHOUT THE 

MORNING 

8:30 a.m.—12:30 p.m. Infants and 
children through 4 years old are 
invited to our Nursery which is 
staffed by professional childcare 
providers.  Please find our 
Nursery in Room 106 of the 
Education Building along the 
Sunday School Classroom 
hallway on the first floor.  An 
usher or a greeter will be happy 
to direct you there.  

Weekday Classes 
 

MONDAY EVENING  
STUDY GROUP 
Everyone is welcome to the 
continuing meetings of the Monday 
evening study group! Our next 
meeting is September 23, from 
5:30 to 7:00 pm. Join your fellow St. 
Philippians for light snacks and a 
brief devotional as we continue our 
discussion of The Heart of 
Christianity (by Marcus Borg). We 
gather in the Dining Room (in the 
Administration building, at the south 
end of campus), and will be covering 
Part I, “Seeing the Christian tradition 
again,” chapter2, “Faith: The way of 
the heart.” 

PRESBYTERIAN MEN’S  
WEEKLY FELLOWSHIP  
Men of all ages are welcome to 
participate in this self-led group. 
They are currently studying the 
book, The Good and Faithful Servant 
by Hugh Hewitt. The Men’s Weekly 
Fellowship meets each Friday in the 
Conference Room at noon.   Men 
who wish to participate should bring 
a bag lunch; refreshments will be 
provided.  The group wraps up 
promptly at 1:00 p.m.  Please 
contact Gary Gardner at 
ggardne148@aol.com if you have 
any questions and would like to join 
them. 
 

PUB CLUB  
Pub Club is a group for men in the 
church who like to enjoy fellowship, 
stories, and spirited discussion once 
a month at a local pub.  Pub Club 
meets the fourth Tuesday of each 
month at 7:00 p.m. Our next 
gathering is Tuesday, September 
26, 8th Wonder Brewery, 2200 
Dallas St., 77003. Men interested in 
attending may eat beforehand or 
order food from the pub. For more 
information or questions, please 
contact Tim Burgess at: 
TimRB1987@gmail.com.  
 

WOMEN’S MONTHLY  
BOOK GROUP   

September 19 at 
the home of Jessie Fair, and  we will 
discuss I’ll Be Gone in the Dark by 
Michelle McNamara. 

 For more information 
contact Sarah O’Dell at: 

 sarah.odell6@gmail.com.  

  
    Sunday School 

 
Classes begin at 9:45. 

  
Godly Play (Age 3 to K)—Room 104 
- Omi Ford, Joyce Fox, and Ruthie 
Waldrop  
Grades 1—2 - Room 200 for the 
first four weeks - Kara D’Agostino 
and Paul D’Agostino 
Grades 3—5 - Room 103 - Paul 
Arlinghaus and Linda Bevill 
Grades 6—8 - Room 206 - Judith 
Hiott 
Grades 9-12 - Room 205 - Keatan 
King and John Lemen 
 

CHURCH & SOCIETY - Room 201 
- Leaders Mickey Meyers & C J 
Miller— for the next two Sundays the 
topic will be The Jail and Torches 
that Never Were: Debunking the 
Scopes-trial Myth - September 22 - 
Background to the Trial—
September 29 - The Trial and its 
Aftermath - This class will debunk 
the Scopes myth by critiquing the 
biggest perpetrator of that myth: the 
movie Inherit the Wind. Presented 
by Bruce Yaeger - author of the book 
Wresting Brothers: Rethinking 
Religion-Science Relationships.  
October 6 - Calvin, the Valois 
Dynasty, and the French Wars of 
Religion presented by Prof. John H. 
Zammito Rice University professor of 
early-modern European history, 
history of thought from the 
Renaissance to the Era of the French 
Revolution. October 13 - The 
Second Vatican Council and 
Ecumenical Efforts Toward Dialogue  
presented by Garland Pohl, Catholic 
Ecumenist. October 20 - A Viewing 
of the film “Luther and the 
Reformation” by Rick Steves. 
October 27 - Reformation Sunday - 
The Scots Confession - A.D. 1560 
presented by Rev. Greg Han, 
Director of Interfaith Relations & 
Education at Interfaith Ministries of 
Greater Houston.  
 

SPa 
Room 200 - On hiatus and 
participating in 7 Marks (see page 
5) resuming October 27 - The Saint 
Philip Adults class is a fellowship of 
adults from all walks of life who 
gather for learning and community. 
It is a conversation/dialogue-based/
interactive class. Sharing leadership 
is easy and fun and asking questions 
is what it is all about. Contact: 

  

SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES 

FOR ALL AGES BEGINNING 

SEPTEMBER 8 

  

All classes begin at 9:30. 

  

Godly Play (Age 3 to K)   

Room 104  

Children’s Music 

Room 105 

Cecy Duarte 

Grades 1—5 - Room 105 

 Grades 6—8 - Room 206 

Grades 9—12 - Room 205 

 

mailto:ggardne148@aol.com
mailto:TimRB1987@gmail.com?subject=Pub%20Club
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Presbyterian Women 

Presbyterian Women (PW) offers 

a variety of ways for women to 

live out their faith in an inclusive, 

caring community beginning 

with Bible study at St. Philip. 

Please join any one of the circles 

for their monthly meetings 

beginning in September. 

Circles 

Sunday Circle 

3rd Sunday of the month after 11 

a.m. service  

in the Dining Room  

ä 

Monday Morning Saints 

2nd Monday of the month  

at 10 a.m.  

in the Dining Room  

ä 

Wednesday Morning Circle 

4th Wednesday of the month at 10 

a.m.  

 at Brazos Towers  

at Bayou Manor 

ä 

Wednesday Evening Circle 

1st Wednesday of the month at 6 

p.m. in the Dining Room 

  

FREE DEMENTIA CAREGIVER EDUCATION  
St. Philip is excited to host The Savvy Caregiver Program 
with Amazing Place this fall.  The Savvy Caregiver 
Program is a two-hour, six-week class offering facts 
about dementia/Alzheimer’s stages and reasons for 
behavior changes.  With new knowledge and skills, you 
develop positive and powerful ways to manage a better 
quality daily life with your loved one.  

 

When:  September 22 – October 27, Sundays 12:30-2:30pm  
If you are interested in the class at St. Philip Presbyterian Church, please 
contact Sharon Cantrell, Caregiver Educator for Amazing Place, at 
713.440.8177 or: SCantrell@amazinglacehouston.org.    
 
HEALTH YOUR WAY 
St. Philip welcomes the return of a program sponsored in part by AARP which 
meets Wednesdays in Room 16 from 2:00 p.m. till 3:00 p.m.  This class 
includes topics like Balance and Stability, Everyday Movement, Stretch and 
Release, Memory Fun and Games, Heart Health Discussions, Strong Muscles, 
Healthy Bones for seniors.  St. Philip members and friends are welcome to 
attend this free program.  A complete schedule is available at:  
www.healthyourway.com.    

2019-2020 HOLLY HALL BOOK REVIEW AND LUNCHEON 
Launched in 1949, the ever-popular and inspiring Holly Hall Book Review 
Season will begin Tuesday, September 24. Typically, selected books are best 
sellers or biographies. All reviews begin at 10:30 a.m. inside the Dunbar 
Chambers Memorial Chapel at Holly Hall, 2000 Holly Hall Street, 77054-4029. 
Season tickets are $35 and individual tickets are $12.  The schedule of 
featured books and ticket order forms are posted on the bulletin board in the 
Church Office or by contacting Susan Thraen at 281-936-2850. Proceeds from 
the Book Review Series are used to supplement the cost of care for residents 
of Holly Hall who can no longer afford the full amount of their care. 

The PW Circles have begun meeting.  Currently, the 2019-2020 Horizons 
Bible Study Guide Love Carved in Stone by Eugenia Anne Gamble will be 
available for purchase in circle meetings in September.  The cost is $12, and 
$17 for the large print edition.  See Circle Meeting schedule to the right. 

 

Omar@saintphilip.net. 
 

BIBLE STUDY 
Room 204 – Al Waldrop, leader.  We 
are studying the Psalms, primarily 
from the NRSV and Dr. Robert Alter’s 
The Book of Psalms: A Translation 
with Commentary. 
 

CHILDREN'S CHAPEL 
September 22—children in pre-K 
through first grade are invited to 
attend Children's Chapel with Rev. 
Omar Rouchon and a parent helper 

following the conversation with 
children during the 11 o’clock service 
on the second and fourth 
Sundays. In the Children's Chapel, 
our young disciples learn the whos, 
whats, wheres, whens and whys of 
worship, while praying, singing and 
hearing God's word at an age-
appropriate level. Children return to 
join the congregation in the first few 
pews on the lectern side of the 
church for the last hymn.   

Dear Friends at St. Philip, 

We always love reading the Philip-eye and all the interesting things you 
are doing.  We just read about the vegetable garden. What a blessing 
you are  to so many.  We wish we could be there with you, but at 83 and 
87 we just don’t travel anymore.  We send our love and continue to pray 
for you wonderful people! 

Peace and blessings, 
Missie & Sam Lanham 

mailto:SCantrell@amazinglacehouston.org
x-apple-data-detectors://1
x-apple-data-detectors://2
mailto:Omar@saintphilip.net
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Hats off to the Fellowship Committee for another BBQ to put on 

the records at St. Philip.  A special thanks goes to the grill team: 

Paul Arlinghaus, Max Wennenweser, Jim Tinney, Steve Nettles 

and Chuck Johnson. They served up brisket, chicken sausage and 

ribs for all who attended. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There was only one ice cream entry this year—Vanessa Nenna treated all to her 

Ferrero Rocher Surprise.  Thank you to Ann Frautschi for her annual treat of 

homemade pecan pie for everyone. 



 

 

 

If you have any comments 

or suggestions for the   

Philip-Eye please send 

them to: 

 philipeye@saintphilip.net 

Or call 713-622-4807 and 

ask for Lorrie. 

4807 San Felipe 
Houston, TX 77056 

 

Phone: 713.622.4807 
Fax: 713.622.5405 

 

Philipeye@saintphilip.net 
 

www.saintphilip.net 

 
 
 
 
 

@StPhilipHouston 

In Our Prayers 
 
Barbara Runge and family upon the death of her husband Rusty 

Howard.  A memorial service will be held at St. Philip on Monday, 
September 23 at 11 a.m. 

 
St. Philippians and their families—Peg Palisin; Mezgebe Gebray; Max 

Wennenweser; Lance Wilmarth; John Bobbitt; Virginia Lemen; T.E. “Joe” 
Keever; Arlette Keene; Betty Golemon; Jimmy Reagan—father of Sarah 
O’Dell; Yvonne Hayes—mother of Lorrie Castle; Dona Rowe—mother of 
William Rowe; Carolyn Jones—sister of Cynthia Shoup; Elizabeth Carlton 
Lithio—granddaughter of Jeanie Flowers; Ralph Arlinghaus—father of Paul 
Arlinghaus; Ann Morgan—sister of Dorothy Blackwell; and Hollie Bailey—
niece of Peg Palisin.  

 
Always in our prayers are the homebound members of St. Philip: Sue 

Baier, Walter Baker; Joe Anne Berwick; Kitty Curry; Jane English; 
Barbara German; Rita Hannah; George Helland; Donna Host; T.E. 
Keever; Phillip McDaniel; Paul & Alice Pennington; Joyce Randolf; Van 
Rathgeber; Bob Stanley; and Marion Takehara. 

 
Out of Town: Virginia McFarland; Jean Nelson; Joyce Randolf; Van 

Rathgeber; and Penny Vieau. 
  
Friends of St. Philippians—Jerry—son-in-law of Karen Morris;  Willie Jo 

Schaefer—friend of Pam Rush;  Shirley Stubblefield—caregiver to Rusty 
Howard;  Louise and Tommy Jowell—friends of Stephen Paine. 


