August 6, 2019
Volume 63, Issue 14

Christ is risen, indeed!
So . . . now what do we do? Especially in
light of the fact that suffering continues
despite our claim that Christ has
conquered sin and death? What does it
look like to live as people of hope while
still having our eyes wide open to the
sufferings of the world? In this threepart series, we will consider how hope
deepens our grief, remedies our despair,
expects the impossible, and compels us
to act in ways that change the world for
the better. Dr. Cynthia Rigby’s first
lecture will be at 9:00 a.m. in the Choir
Room will be Hope & Despair, followed
by Hope & Madness at 10:15 and finally
Hope & Action at 12:30 p.m. on August
17. Lunch will be available for $5 in the
Fellowship Hall at 11:30 a.m.
Dr. Rigby is a highly sought-after
speaker who enjoys lecturing and
teaching for academic, church, and
denominational events both domestically
and internationally. Dr. Rigby is actively
engaged with congregations, preaching, teaching adult education classes,
and leading church conferences on why Christian doctrines matter in real
life. An ordained minister in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), Professor
Rigby serves on the board of the Presbyterian Publishing Corporation and
recently served as an author of the Sarasota Statement for the Next
Church (2017). Dr. Rigby's latest book is Holding Faith: A Practical
Introduction to Christian Faith (Abingdon Press, 2018). She is also the
author of The Promotion of Social Righteousness (Witherspoon Press,
2010) and is co-editor (with Beverly Gaventa) of Blessed One: Protestant
Perspectives on Mary (Westminster John Knox Press, 2002) and editor of
Power, Powerlessness, and the Divine: New Inquiries in Bible and
Theology (Duke University Press, 1997). She is currently completing a
book on Christian feminist theology for Baker Academic Press and a book
on "grace and play". Register for the lectures and see more details at
saintphilip.net.
Dr. Rigby will preach on Sunday, August 18 at both the 9:00 and the
11:00 worship services.
The Summer Lecture Series at St. Philip focuses on speakers and subjects that
enhance our Christian faith, challenge our thoughts, and deepen our faith and
service.
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“I don’t think there’s anything holier than hope,” said Lily Maguire,
when asked where she saw God in our visit to the Whitney Plantation
on the banks of the Mississippi River in Louisiana. In a place which
seemed utterly God-forsaken for it’s cruel, violent, and abhorrent
history of chattel slavery, the youth on the Spiritual Pilgrimage still
sought signs of God’s mercy among humanity’s inhumanity. Lily
reflected on how remarkable she thought every enslaved adult and
child was for continuing to live each day in the hope of freedom.
Conversation flowed freely around the dinner table at University
Presbyterian Church in Baton Rouge as Claire Steward, Austin
Lippincott, Elias Han, and Joseph Webster reflected on the museum’s
existence as revealing God’s work in educating people about slavery.
Lulu Murphy and Callie Bream saw God in this labor of love to honor
the dignity and worth of each of these children of God by name.
Historians and curators of the collection searched ardently through
receipts of sale from slave owners and other documents to gather
and memorialize as many names of enslaved individuals as possible.
This rich conversation represents only the first day in an 11-day
pilgrimage to Montreat throughout multiple cities in the south.

Purpose. The purpose of the
Peacemaking and Social Justice
Committee is to highlight and
support the denomination’s
Peacemaking Program; and, as
described more fully in St. Philip’s
Commitment to Peacemaking (2003),
to do peacemaking through:
encouraging worship that
expresses the reality of God’s
peace-giving,
encouraging prayer and Bible
study,
creating opportunities for
peacemaking in families and
community living,
working with and supporting
community ministries,
supporting study and response
to global issues,
studying global security
concerns,
making peace with the Earth,
and
receiving the Peace and Global
Witness Offering.

Less than a week after the conclusion of our pilgrimage, a mass
shooter ravaged the community of El Paso, not far from the banks of
the Rio Grande in Texas. In his own words, he wrote that he
denounced “racial mixing” and called on white supremacist ideas to
express his beliefs. It is for such a time as this that we made our
pilgrimage. The education we gained in museums must be taken into
streets, schools, and civic life for the sake of racial justice and
equality in the present moment. Our nation needs people of faith
prepared to speak against racist ideas and actions, committed to the
idea that each person is made in the image of God. We need leaders
who refuse to believe this is just “how it is,” and who are living and
working for the day when peace reigns. In a week of profound sorrow
and unspeakable loss, may we join our youth in the holy practice of
hope for our world.
Grace and peace,
Keatan

Grant Approval for Film Showing
Funding has been received from Presbytery’s Lynn Johnson Social Justice
grant that will allow for a showing here of the documentary, Out of Order.
This film describes the complex experiences of LGBTQ persons working to
achieve ordination in the PC(USA).
What have been the experiences of
LBGTQ clergy who have been told by word or action that they weren’t
welcome in their own churches? Or in their home presbyteries? Joining us
for the showing and leading a time of audience participation will be two
friends of St. Philip, the Rev. Michael Kirby, Sr. Pastor at Northminster
Presbyterian Church in Evanston, IL and the Rev. Susan Quinn Bryan, retired
minister at Community of the Servant Savior Presbyterian Church in Houston.
The film presentation will be publicized throughout the Presbytery. It will also
provide a wonderful opportunity for all St. Philippians to get a better
understanding of this denominational issue still confronting our congregations
and presbyteries. Saturday, September 28, 3-5 p.m. in the Dining Room.
Everyone is welcome!
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Presbyterian Women
Presbyterian Women (PW) offers
a variety of ways for women to
live out their faith in an inclusive,
caring community beginning
with Bible study at St. Philip.
Please join any one of the circles
for their monthly meetings
beginning in September.

Presbyterian Women (PW) offers a variety of ways for women to live out their faith in
an inclusive, caring community beginning with Bible study at St. Philip. The PW
Circles will begin meeting in September; details to follow. Currently, the 2019-2020
Horizons Bible Study Guide Love Carved in Stone by Eugenia Anne Gamble will be
available for purchase in circle meetings in September. The cost is $12 and $17 for
the large print edition.

Circles
Sunday Circle
3rd Sunday of the month after 11
a.m. service
in the Dining Room
ä
Monday Morning Saints
2nd Monday of the month
at 10 a.m.
in the Dining Room
ä
Wednesday Morning Circle
4th Wednesday of the month at 10
a.m.
at Brazos Towers
at Bayou Manor
ä
Wednesday Evening Circle
1st Wednesday of the month at 6
p.m. in the Dining Room

SUMMER OFFICE HOURS
Through August 9, the church office will be closed on Fridays. This schedule, similar
to what we did last summer, helps us conserve energy and better cover staff
vacations. We will return to regular Friday office hours (8:30-4:00) on August 16.

POOL TABLE
The youth rooms are undergoing some changes with new furniture acquired from
Interface Samaritan Counseling Center. After review of the use of the room, it has
been determined that the pool table does not best serve faith formation of the youth.
If you or someone you know would be interested in making a monetary donation to
the youth program, it can be yours/theirs. Please notify Lorrie Castle at 713-6224807 or lorrie@saintphilip.net by August 16, at that time the table will be listed for
public sale.

FREE DEMENTIA CAREGIVER EDUCATION
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ARE YOU EXHAUSTED AND ANXIOUS?
ARE YOU WORRIED BY YOUR LOVED ONE’S
BEHAVIOR?
ARE YOU CONFUSED ABOUT HOW TO MANAGE?
The Savvy Caregiver Program is a 2 hour, 6 week
class offering facts about dementia/Alzheimer’s stages
and reasons for behavior changes.
With new
knowledge and skills, you develop positive and
powerful ways to manage a better quality daily life with your loved one.
When: September 22 – October 27, Sundays 12:30-2:30pm
If you are interested in the class at St. Philip Presbyterian Church, please
contact Sharon Cantrell, Caregiver Educator for Amazing
Place, at 713.440.8177 or:
SCantrell@amazinglacehouston.org.
*“This project was supported, in part by grant number
90ALGG0016-01-00, from the U.S. Administration for
Community Living, Department of Health and Human Services,
Washington, D.C. 20201. Grantees undertaking projects under
government sponsorship are encouraged to express freely their
findings and conclusions. Points of view or opinions do not,
therefore, necessarily represent official Administration for Community Living policy."

Help give a sailor a special Christmas gift this year! The Mission committee is
accepting donations of personal items, such as those listed below, to fill the
2019 Seafarer’s Christmas Boxes, through November 10.
Each year
congregations from the Houston area pack personal items that sailors use
every day in empty shoeboxes and wrap them with Christmas paper. The
boxes will be delivered to the Seafarer’s Center, and then personally taken to
the ships by the Port chaplains. Annually, over 10,000 wrapped boxes have
been delivered to over 500 ships, from over 65 different countries. St. Philip
will be packing boxes on November 10. The seafarers greatly cherish these
gifts. On board the ships for many months at a time, away from their
families, a personal touch of a gift is so important to these sailors.
Collection boxes are in the Gathering Area and in the Church Office for
donations. See below for the items we are looking for.
Empty Shoe Boxes

Address Book

Baseball Caps

Body Powder

Combs

Cotton Swabs

Dental Floss

Deodorant

Deodorant Soap

Disposable Razor

Foot Powder

Gum

Hard Candy

Hot Chocolate
Packets

Hotel Samples

Key Chains

Lip Balm

Nail Clippers

Mechanical Pencils

Paper Clips

Pens

Playing Cards

Pocket Notebooks

Popcorn
(Microwave Packets)

Rubber Bands

Sewing Kits

Shampoo

Shaving Cream

Small Tissue Packs

Socks

Sudoku

Texas Souvenirs

Toothbrush

Toothpaste

USB Flash Drives

Wash Cloths

Word Searches

Antiseptic Cream

Purpose. The purpose of
the Mission Committee is to
develop and nurture the
congregation as it reaches
out to support Christ’s
mission locally and around
the world as well as
through the PCUSA. The
Committee works to make
mission an integral part of
the life of the congregation.
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Weekday Classes
MONDAY EVENING
STUDY GROUP

Mission of Christian Education
Committee: Empowered by the
Holy Spirit, to guide us as we
engage and inspire to build
faith and discipleship within the
children of God.


NURSERY CARE
IS AVAILABLE
THROUGHOUT THE
MORNING
8:30 a.m.—12:30 p.m. Infants and
children through 4 years old are
invited to our Nursery which is
staffed by professional childcare
providers.
Please find our
Nursery in Room 106 of the
Education Building along the
Sunday School Classroom
hallway on the first floor. An
usher or a greeter will be happy
to direct you there.

On Monday, August 12, at 5:30
p.m., we conclude our discussion of
Marcus Borg’s book Meeting Jesus
Again for the First Time, with
chapter 6, “Images of Jesus and
images of the Christian life.” Besides
conversation, our meetings include
light food and drink, fellowship, and
a brief devotional. We meet each
second and fourth Monday, from
5:30 to 7:00 p.m., in the Dining
Room (i n the Administration
Building, at the south end of
campus). Watch this space for the
announcement of our next book.
THEOLOGY ON TAP
Join a community of people in their
20s and 30s for compassionate
conversation regarding all matters of
the life of faith. We meet monthly at
different restaurants in Houston and
pose questions for group reflection
and discussion. Bring a friend or
your partner, your questions and
ideas, and your thirst for
knowledge!
Next meeting is
Tuesday, August 13 at 6:30 p.m. at
Boheme, 307 Fairview Street,
77006.

PUB CLUB
Pub Club is a group for men in the
church who like to enjoy fellowship,
stories, and spirited discussion once
a month at a local pub. Pub Club
meets the fourth Tuesday of each
month at 7:00 p.m. Our next
gathering is Tuesday, August 27,
location to be determined. Men
interested in attending may eat
beforehand or order food from the
pub. For more information or
questions, please contact Tim
Burgess at: TimRB1987@gmail.com.

WOMEN’S MONTHLY
BOOK GROUP
A monthly interest group for
women who like to read books,
socialize, and have a night out
meets monthly at 7:00 p.m. Our
next meeting on August 8 will be a
social at Bellagreen—2305 W.
Alabama, 77098. This self-led,
interactive group produces lively

discussions
and
wonderful
fellowship. For more information
contact
Sarah
O’Dell
at
sarah.odell6@gmail.com.


Sunday School

Sunday School Classes return
on Rally Day, September 8!
Below are the classes you can
look forward to.
ALL CLASSES BEGIN AT 9:30 A.M.

Church & Society - Room 201 Leaders Mickey Meyers & C J Miller
Sept. 8 - Rally Day - Class reunion
and preview of coming attractions +
Aunt Jane Larkin’s coffee cake Sept.
15 - Protecting the Unprotected Ashley Smalls - Texas Dept. of
Family and Protective Services.
Sept. 22 & 29 - The Jail and
Torches That Never Were:
Debunking the Scopes-trial Myth Bruce Yaeger - Author of Wrestling
Brothers: Rethinking ReligionScience Relationships. Sept. 22:
Background to the Trial. Sept. 29:
The Trial and its Aftermath.
October Reformation Themes
Oct. 6 - The Protestant Reformation
in France - the Origins of Calvinism Prof. John H. Zammito - Rice Univ.
History Dept.
Oct. 13 - The Second Vatican
Council and Ecumenical Efforts
Toward Dialogue - Garland Pohl Catholic Ecumenist.
Oct. 20 - A viewing of the film
“Luther and the Reformation”
narrated by Rick Steves.
Oct. 27 - Reformation Sunday - The
Scots Confession - Rev. Greg Han Director of Interfaith Relations at
Interfaith Ministries of Greater
Houston.
Nov.
3 - Jewish/Presbyterian
Dialogue Group - Hand in Hand Center for Jewish-Arab Education in
Israel - Julie Maclemore Wells - a
member of Houston area Jewish/
Presbyterian Dialogue Group.
Nov.
10 - Reflections on a
Sabbatical in England - Rev. Dr. John
Wurster - St. Philip Pastor/Head of
Staff.

Spa
Room 200 - We are studying What's
the Least I Can Believe and Still Be a
Christian? by Martin Thielen. A
contemporary look at essential - and
non-essential Christian belief, this
introductory book takes a look at
common assumptions and important
questions of faith. The St. Philip
Adults class is a fellowship of adults
from all walks of life who gather for
learning and community. It is a
conversation/dialogue -based/
interactive class. Sharing leadership
is easy and fun and asking questions
is what it is all about. Contact:
Omar@saintphilip.net.

BIBLE STUDY

Translation with
September 8.

Commentary,

on
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CHILDREN'S CHAPEL
Children in pre-K through first grade
are invited to attend Children's
Chapel with Rev. Omar Rouchon and
a parent helper following the
conversation with children during the
11 o’clock service on the second and
fourth Sundays. In the Children's
Chapel, our young disciples learn the
whos, whats, wheres, whens and
whys of worship, while praying,
singing and hearing God's word at an
age-appropriate level. Children
return to join the congregation in the
first few pews on the lectern side of
the church for the last hymn.

Room 204 – Al Waldrop, leader. We
will resume our study of the Psalms,
primarily from the NRSV and Dr.
Robert Alter’s The Book of Psalms: A

SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES
FOR ALL AGES BEGINNING
SEPTEMBER 8

All classes begin at 9:30.
Godly Play (Age 3 to K)
Room 104
Children’s Music
Room 105
Cecy Duarte
Grades 1—5 - Room 105
Grades 6—8 - Room 206

LITURGIST CAMP
Join Keatan King for a summer class on cultivating skill in serving as a
liturgist. Whether you love any opportunity to lead liturgy or you’re a firsttimer seeking coaching, this is your chance to learn what makes for good
liturgical leadership, to practice in the Sanctuary, and to sign up for Sundays
to lead. Come to a single-session class at 9:30 a.m. on August 25 in Room
201. All ages and skill levels welcome!

FEELING THE SHIFT
It's "out and about"... Pat Clark's
book, Feeling the Shift about her battle with
lymphoma. Pat Clark is Pastor Emerita, St.
Stephen Presbyterian Church
and former moderator of the
Presbytery of New Covenant.
We would like you to come by for a relaxed afternoon of conversation and fun
to celebrate the publishing of Pat's book. There will be copies available for
purchase of course. And if you have purchased yours on Amazon - bring it with
you for a signature from the author. Most important we want to have a time
for friends to gather and giggle with no gavels, no omnibus motion blah-blahblah. You may come and go as your schedule allows. There will be light
nibbles and refreshment.
1420 Harvard St. 77008 (in the Heights).
Sunday, August 11 from 2-4 p.m.
Contact Chuck at: chuckjohnson7006@gmail.com
if you think you might come by.
We choose welcome!

Chuck Johnson & Steve Nettles

Grades 9—12 - Room 205

WORSHIP LIVE
Worship with us, whenever,
wherever. Our Communications
& Technology Committee has
made it possible for you to see St.
Philip Sunday services from your
home -- or wherever you have a
computer, phone, or tablet. You
can watch the service live at
11:00 on Sundays or view it - and
other archived services - when
convenient. Look for the
Worship button on our website,
saintphilip.net.

Laura Burgess and family upon the death of her maternal
grandfather—Perry Marks on August 3 in Kansas.

If you have any comments
or suggestions for the
Philip-Eye please send
them to:
philipeye@saintphilip.net
Or call 713-622-4807 and
ask for Lorrie.

4807 San Felipe
Houston, TX 77056
Phone: 713.622.4807
Fax: 713.622.5405
Philipeye@saintphilip.net
www.saintphilip.net

@StPhilipHouston

St. Philippians and their families—John Bobbitt; Lance Wilmarth; Max
Wennenweser; Keith Fletcher; Bonnie Moore; Guy Aldrich; Toto
McGehee; Rita Hannah; Virginia Lemen; Nita Davis; Jim Bratton; Walter
Baker; T.E. “Joe” Keever; Susan Leonard; Arlette Keene; Betty Golemon;
Joyce Fox; Yvonne Hayes—mother of Lorrie Castle; Terry Kelso—
daughter of Jeanne West; Dona Rowe—mother of William Rowe; John
Palisin—brother of Peg Palisin; Carolyn Jones—sister of Cynthia Shoup;
Bessie Johnson—mother of Pat Lindsay; Elizabeth Carlton Lithio—
granddaughter of Jeanie Flowers; Ralph Arlinghaus—father of Paul
Arlinghaus; Rusty Howard; Phillip McDaniel; Carol Paine Kendrick; Ann
Morgan—sister of Dorothy Blackwell; and Hollie Bailey—niece of Peg
Palisin.
Always in our prayers are the homebound members of St. Philip.
Friends of St. Philippians—Willie Jo Schaefer—friend of Pam Rush; Shirley
Stubblefield—caregiver to Rusty Howard; and Grady Reed—friend of
Stephen Paine.

