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The Earth Care Team of the Peacemaking and Social Justice
Committee recently submitted an application for Saint Philip to
become an Earth Care Congregation, an official designation by the
PC-USA. In celebration of our recognition, the committee would
like to encourage everyone to affirm God’s creation by choosing
one small change to make as a commitment to earth care during
Lent. Choose from the ideas below or choose your own change.
 Reduce single use disposable items: plastic water bottles,
coffee cups, straws, Ziploc bags/storage bags, utensils, plates.
 Take your lunch to work or eat out less to avoid food service
packaging.
 Reduce meat consumption. Give up meat one day per week or
one meal per day or both.
 Take an alternate form of transportation once per week. Walk,
bike, carpool, public transportation.
 Unplug electrical devices when not in use.
 Reduce water use by timing your showers.
 Decrease lawn water use: water less or use a rain barrel.
 Bring your cloth grocery bags to the store when you shop.
 Recycle one additional thing. In addition to paper, plastic, and
glass, you can recycle batteries, printer cartridges, etc.
 Compost kitchen scraps.
 Don’t leave your engine running when your car is not in
motion.
As part of your Lenten prayers, these Bible verses can add joy to
your day-to-day efforts to celebrate God’s creation:
Psalms 24, 65, 104
Job 12:7-10
Matthew 6:25-30
Colossians 1:15-23
Share your successes and insights with others by posting a note on
the new earth care bulletin board on the second floor of the
education building.
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Dear Friends,
We have a “late Easter” this year, so we’re now just getting to Lent
with Ash Wednesday this week. We will have services at 12 noon and 6:30 on
March 6. As in past years, we will have worship each Wednesday at noon
throughout the season (March 13-April 10) with guest preachers joining us
to offer sermons on the Passion of Jesus. This year’s preachers include Helen
DeLeon from Webster Presbyterian Church, who is also our presbytery
moderator; Becky Downs from John Knox Presbyterian Church; Linda
McCarty from Faith and Practice; Rose Niles from Austin Seminary; and
Nathan Carlin from McGovern Medical School. Each week lunch will be
available in the Gathering Area at 12:30.
Again this Lent I will prepare e-votions, brief biblical reflections
distributed each morning via e-mail. This year’s theme is “forty psalms for
forty days.” I first started doing e-votions in 1999, when e-mail was a new
thing. All these years later, I still find that I gain a lot from the daily
engagement with Scripture.
Something new this Lent is an intergenerational (1 st grade – adults)
discovery class on Sunday mornings at 9:30. Called “Resting in God:
Learning How to Keep the Sabbath,” this class will utilize a range of activities
and media to help engage various aspects of our spiritual lives, including
time, worship, prayer, nature, and mission. We will meet upstairs in the
education building in Rooms 205-206. I invite you to make this class part of
your Lenten observance.
This Lent at St. Philip has much promise. I’m grateful for the journey
we share together.


It's Time!
Daylight Savings Time begins
Sunday, March 10, 2019 at
2:00 a.m. For those of us who
have to set a manual clock or
time piece, don't forget to turn
your clock AHEAD one hour.
Cell phones and digital devices
will set themselves.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN
Join the PW for birthday cake on March 10 after the 11:00 a.m. worship
service. In lieu of gifts please support the Birthday Offering. One of two
offerings for Presbyterian Women, this one in the spring gives women a
tangible way to celebrate the blessings in their lives. The Birthday Offering
funds up to five projects each year, in amounts of $75,000 to $150,000 each.
The recipients are selected before the offering is received, so grant amounts
depend on the gifts received.

CHANCEL GUILD
You are invited to participate in preparing our worship space for services. Our
primary duties include checking the flowers before worship and emptying the
water in the baptismal basin after the service. Currently we are seeking
volunteers for April through September 2019. Please join us! Look for the
signup sheet in the Gathering Area. Contact Jane Larkin at 713-621-1222 or
l.larkin6561@att.net for more information.

THANK YOU
The February 2019 communion offering benefitting Interfaith Ministries
raised $1,897.04. Thank you for your generous giving. Interfaith Ministries’
focus is to unite people of all faiths to provide services to citizens of the
greater Houston area.
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Mission of Christian Education
Committee: Empowered by the
Holy Spirit, to guide us as we
engage and inspire as to build
faith and discipleship within the
children of God.


NURSERY CARE
IS AVAILABLE
THROUGHOUT THE
MORNING
8:30 a.m.—12:30 p.m. Infants and
children through 4 years old are
invited to our Nursery which is
staffed by professional childcare
providers.
Please find our
Nursery in Room 106 of the
Education Building along the
Sunday School Classroom
hallway on the first floor. An
usher or a greeter will be happy
to direct you there.

SUNDAY SCHOOL
CLASSES FOR ALL AGES
All classes begin at 9:30.
Godly Play (Age 3 to K)
Room 104
Omi Ford, Joyce Fox,
and Ruthie Waldrop
Children’s Music
Room 105
Cecy Duarte
Grades 1—5
Room 105
Paul Arlinghaus, Linda Bevill,
Kara D’Agostino,
and Paul D’Agostino
Grades 6—8
Room 206
Judith Hiott and Jack Lippincott
Grades 9—12
Room 205
Keatan King and John Lemen

SPa
NEW DISCOVERY CLASS
FOR LENT
Resting in God – Keeping the
Sabbath is a Lenten learning
experience for all ages, 1st grade
through adult. Each week we will
creatively explore different parts
of the spiritual life, including
time, worship, nature, prayer,
and mission. Led by the pastors,
the class meets at 9:30 Sunday
in Rooms 205-206. Everyone is
welcome!

CHURCH & SOCIETY
Room 201 – Mickey Meyers and
C.J. Miller, leaders. The Lenten
series addresses the response of
the church to those who suffer.
Sponsored by the St. Philip
Mission Committee. March 10 Project C.U.R.E. - Delivering
Health and Hope to the World The medical supplies and
medical equipment Project
C.U.R.E. delivers to severely
resource-limited communities
save lives, make diagnosis and
treatment possible, protect
health workers to ensure better
outcomes for surgery and
emergency care. Presented by
Janet Thomason, Director of
National Procurement for Project
C.U.R.E. March 17 - For a
Houston Without Homelessness Presented by Sondee Hatcher,
Vice President of Development at
SEARCH Homeless Services.
March 24 - Refugee Settlement
- Local Solutions to a Global
Crisis - Presented by Elena
Korbut, Community Engagement
Manager of Refugee Services at
Interfaith Ministries for Greater
Houston. March 31 - Children of
Incarcerated Parents: The
Unintended Victims - Presented
by Christopher S. Greeley, MD,
MS and Nancy Correa, MPH,
Texas Children’s Hospital.

BIBLE STUDY
Room 204 – Al Waldrop, leader.
We will continue our study of
The Psalms, primarily from the
NRSV and Dr. Robert Alter’s The
Book of Psalms: A Translation
with Commentary.

Room 200 - We are studying
What's the Least I Can Believe
and Still Be a Christian? by
Martin Thielen. A contemporary
look at essential - and nonessential Christian belief, this
introductory book takes a look at
common assumptions and
important questions of faith.
The St. Philip Adults class is a
fellowship of adults from all
walks of life who gather for
learning and community. It is a
conversation/dialogue-based/
interactive class.
Sharing
leadership is easy and fun and
asking questions is what it is all
about. Contact:
Omar@saintphilip.net.

CHILDREN'S CHAPEL
Children in pre-K through first
grade are invited to attend
Children's Chapel with Rev.
Omar Rouchon and a parent
helper following the conversation
with children during the 11
o’clock service on the second
and fourth Sundays. In the
Children's Chapel, our young
disciples learn the whos, whats,
wheres, whens and whys of
worship, while praying, singing
and hearing God's word at an
age-appropriate level. Children
return to join the congregation
in the first few pews on the
lectern side of the church for the
last hymn.

MIDWEEK BIBLE STUDY
John Wurster’s Wednesday
morning bible study meets at
10:30 a.m. in the Dining Room.

PRESBYTERIAN
MEN’S
WEEKLY FELLOWSHIP
Men of all ages are welcome to
participate in this self-led group.
The Men’s Weekly Fellowship
meets each Friday
in the
Conference Room at noon. We
are reviewing The Answer to Bad
Religion is Not No Religion by
Martin Thielen. Men who wish to
participate should bring a bag
lunch; refreshments will be
provided. The group wraps up

promptly at 1:00 p.m. Please
contact Gary Gardner at
ggardne148@aol.com if you
have any questions.

more information contact
S a r a h
O ’ D e l l
a t
sarah.odell6@gmail.com.

MONDAY
EVENING
STUDY GROUP

Pub Club is a group for men in
the church who like to enjoy
fellowship, stories and spirited
discussion once a month at a
local pub. Pub Club meets the
fourth Tuesday of each month
at 7:00 p.m. Our next
gathering is Tuesday, March
26, location to be announced.
Men interested in attending
may eat beforehand or order
food from the pub. For more
information or questions,
please contact Tim Burgess
at: TimRB1987@gmail.com.

Join the discussion in the
Dining
Room
(in
the
Administration Building, at the
south end of campus) March
11 with St. Philip’s Monday
evening study group! Besides
conversation, our meetings
include
fellowship,
refreshments, and a brief
devotional, as we continue our
study of Holding Faith by
Cynthia Rigby. We will be
discussing part 5 (God sends
us), chapter 9 (Where are we
headed? The doctrine of
Christian hope). We meet
each second and fourth
Monday, from 5:30 to 7:00
p.m. Come even if you
haven’t done the reading; the
discussion is always timely
and thought-provoking.

THEOLOGY ON TAP
Join a community of people in
their 20s and 30s for
compassionate conversation
regarding all matters of the
life of faith. We meet monthly
at different restaurants in
Houston and pose questions
for group reflection and
discussion. Bring a friend or
your partner, your questions
and ideas, and your thirst for
knowledge! Next meeting is
March 12 at 6:30 p.m. at
Sai nt
Ar nol d’s
Bre wi ng
Company, 2200 Lyons Ave.,
77020.

WOMEN’S MONTHLY
BOOK GROUP
A monthly interest group for
women who like to read
books, socialize, and have a
night out meets the second
Thursday of each month at
7:00 p.m. Our next meeting
is on March 14 at the home
of Larraine Lyter-Reed, and
we will discuss The Gilead by
Marilynne Robinson.This selfled,
interactive
group
produces lively discussions
and wonderful fellowship. For
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PUB CLUB

FAMILY CONNECT
SERIES
St. Philip will be hosting a new
program in late March into
e a rl y
A p r il .
On
t hr e e
consecutive Sunday evenings,
we will gather at the church to
learn about spiritual practices
for faith formation as a family.
Each evening's program will
begin
with
a
time
of
fellowship, when a childfriendly meal will be served;
followed by story time, before
children are led to the
childcare part of the building.
Afterwards,
parents
will
gather to learn, discuss and
share.
A primary goal of this series is
connecting
connecting
families at St. Philip with
young
children,
and
connecting faith practices and
child development. For the
learning and sharing portion,
topics will include:
 faith practices for families at
home
 daily rituals
 spiritual development
milestones
We will also share books and
other resources that have
been successful with these
practices and disciplines. We
will utilize some resources
from Jenna Campbell, who
serves as Director for Children
and Youth Ministry at First
(Continued on page 6)

Presbyterian Women
Presbyterian Women (PW) offers
a variety of ways for women to
live out their faith in an inclusive,
caring community beginning
with Bible study at St. Philip.
Please join any one of the circles
for their monthly meetings.
Circles
Sunday Circle
3rd Sunday of the month after 11
a.m. service
in the Dining Room
ä
Monday Morning Saints
2nd Monday of the month
at 10 a.m.
in the Dining Room
ä
Wednesday Morning Circle
4th Wednesday of the month at 10
a.m.
at Brazos Towers
at Bayou Manor
ä
Wednesday Evening Circle
1st Wednesday of the month at 6
p.m. in the Dining Room
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(Continued from page 5)

Presbyterian
Church
of
Stillwater, Oklahoma. Jenna also
serves as President of the South
Central Region of the Association
of
Presbyterian
Church
Educators (or SCRAPCE for
SHORT :-)
There is much more to come,
but for now we invite you to
save the dates of March 31,
April 7 and April 14. We will

gather from 5-7 p.m.; dinner
a nd
c hi l d
care
w i ll
be
provided. Details to follow.
Please let Omar Rouchon,
Associate Pastor know if you
have any questions. He can be
reached at the church office—
713-622-4807 or by email at
omar@saintphilip.net. We look
forward to seeing you soon!

The Lent VBS students made
the bread used for communion
on Sunday, March 3.

The purpose of the Fellowship
Committee is to plan and
arrange social activities and
celebrations for the
congregation throughout the
year, for the congregation’s
enjoyment, and to welcome new
members and visitors. The
Fellowship Committee
welcomes all as part of God’s
family. In recognition of our
common faith, the Fellowship
Committee brings together the
church’s immediate and
extended family in joy and
thanksgiving to build bonds in
Christ.

Chili Cook-Off 2019 was an intimate affair with about 30 members
and friends in attendance. Thanks to Bill Holden, Mary McGuire, J
Stewart, Deb Burks and Amye Webster for bringing chili entries! All
walked away with the prize of a very festive chili pepper apron!
Bragging rights go to:
 J Stewart for the Hottest Chili (Beef Chili)
 Mary McGuire for Most Unique (White Bean Chicken Chili)
 Amye Webster for Best Overall (Spiced Bambi & Babe venison and chorizo with a Mexican flair)
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ST. PHILIP PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IS CERTIFIED AS
A PC(USA) EARTH CARE CONGREGATION
St. Philip Presbyterian Church was certified as an Earth
Care Congregation by Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)'s
Presbyterian Hunger Program through February 2020.
This honor speaks to the great commitment that St.
Philip Presbyterian Church has to caring for God’s earth.
To become an Earth Care Congregation, this
congregation affirmed an Earth Care Pledge to integrate
environmental practices and thinking into all facets of its
church life and completed projects and activities in the
fields of worship, education, facilities, and outreach.
The Earth Care Congregation certification is designed to recognize churches
that make the commitment to take seriously God’s charge to “till and keep”
the garden.
Started in 2010 by PC(USA) Environmental Ministries, the goal of this
program is to inspire churches to care for God’s earth in a holistic way,
through integrating earth care into all aspects of their church life. The Earth
Care Congregation certification honors churches that make that commitment
and encourages others to follow their example.
“It is exciting that St. Philip Presbyterian Church is one of the 230 churches
that chose to dedicate themselves to intentional care of God’s earth this
year. The congregation’s activities and commitment will inspire others to
respond intentionally to God’s call to care for the earth,” says Jessica
Maudlin, Associate for Sustainable Living and Earth Care Concerns for the
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). St. Philip’s Peacemaking and Social Justice
Committee chair, Kate Burkart, noted,” This is a huge milestone, the fruit of
countless hours of meetings, research, and sheer persistence. Our earth
care team took on this task with enthusiasm and dedication.”
For more information about St. Philip Presbyterian Church’s earth care
program, please contact a member of the earth care team of the
Peacemaking and Social Justice Committee, Judith Hiott, Larraine LyterReed, or Susan Lange; or committee chair, Kate Burkart.
For more information on the Earth Care Congregations program visit
www.pcusa.org/earthcarecongregations.

Ashes for Ash Wednesday
services being prepared
by
St.
Philip
youth:
Ni cho la s
A r l in gha u s,
Sasha
Arlinghaus
and
Joseph Webster, from the
burning of palms used on
Palm Sunday last year.
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THE SEASON OF LENT
“Lent” comes from an old English word for springtime, perhaps
connected with the lengthening of days in this time of the year
in the Northern Hemisphere. The season of Lent is a time for growth
in faith—through prayer, spiritual discipline, and self-examination in
preparation for the commemoration of the dying and rising of the
Lord Jesus Christ. In ancient Christian practice, Lent was a time of
preparation for the celebration of Baptism at Easter. In many
churches, it remains a time to equip and nurture candidates for
Baptism
or
confirmation,
and
for
the
whole
community of faith to reflect deeply on the theme of baptismal
discipleship. Reconciliation is a key theme in the season of Lent—
reconciliation with God and with one another through the grace of
Jesus Christ. Lent is a period of forty days—like the flood of Genesis,
Moses’ sojourn at Sinai, Elijah’s journey to Mount Horeb, Jonah’s
call of repentance to Nineveh, and Jesus’ time of testing in the
wilderness. The Sundays in Lent are not counted among the forty
days, as every Lord’s Day is a celebration of Christ’s resurrection.
Lent begins with Ash Wednesday and concludes at sunset on Holy
Saturday, the start of the Great Vigil of Easter.
From the Book of Common Worship, Presbyterian Church(USA)
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If you have any comments
or suggestions for the
Philip-Eye please send
them to:
philipeye@saintphilip.net
Or call 713-622-4807 and
ask for Lorrie.

4807 San Felipe
Houston, TX 77056
Phone: 713.622.4807
Fax: 713.622.5405
Philipeye@saintphilip.net
www.saintphilip.net

@StPhilipHouston

St. Philippians and their families—T.E. “Joe” Keever; Jim Bratton; Arlette
Keene; Betty Knepper; Betty Golemon; Joyce Fox; Russell Bahruth; Bill
Taylor; Jean Miksch—daughter of Mary Benson, sister of Amye Webster;
Elizabeth Carlton Lithio—granddaughter of Jeanie Flowers; Ralph
Arlinghaus—father of Paul Arlinghaus; Ian Pearce; Rusty Howard; Phillip
McDaniel; Carol Paine Kendrick; John Paser—brother of Mary Ann
Thomas; and Hollie Bailey—niece of Peg Palisin.
Always in our prayers are the homebound members of St. Philip.
Friends of St. Philippians—Bennett Williams—friend of Curt and Sharon
Webb; Grady Reed-friend of Stephen Paine.

