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WHO TURNED OFF THE LIGHTS?

For a long time now, we have not been able go to church, visit our friends, c
enjoy holiday gatherings. And now on top of that the lights go out! St. Philij
was not impacted by the power outage, but many church members were.

The power outage has raised a ot GG
guestions regarding the cause and
solution, so that we do not experience
again. Two things happeng
simultaneously due to the unusually ©
weather: demand for electricity excee| RS
anticipated demand, and both power plafis
and wind turbines froze (Penney, New York Times, Feb 19, 2021). Because
tpg Suonusualgy high demand and the loss of pmewmarating capacity,
controlled power outages were initiated to reduce load, preventitggnong
damage to the grid. Even though some (Editorial Board, Wall Street Journ:
Feb 15, 2021, and Gov. Abbott: Fox News Feb 16, 2021) speculated th;
frozen wind turbines were to blame, most electricity (90%) in Texas i
generated by a combination of natural gas, coal, and nuclear power (thern
energy), so a reduction in wind turbine contribution would have limited impac
(Grieder, Houston Chronicle, Feb 20, 2021). An Electric Reliability Counci
of Texas (ERCOT) member reported to the Texas Tribune (Douglas &
Ramsey, Feb 17, 2021) that on Tuesday, Peh6l§igawatts of renewable
(wind and solar) energy generation were offline, while 30 gigawatts we
offline from thermal sources.

So why were these systems so impacted by the cold? Wind turbines a
thermal power generators function in the northern states and Canada becat
they are protected against the cold. Those in Texas are not protected. The
are several reasons for this: it costs money; cold winters happen infrequen
so why winterize; no one makes us do it, because Texas operates

independent (i.e., no Federal oversight) electric grid. But the lack o
winterizing is now costing us money. A recent report in the Wall Stree
Journal (Scism, Feb 19, 2010) estimates that around $9 billion in proper
damage will be issued by insurers in Texas. In addition, money is lost from t
stateds economy when businesses ar
by ERCOT in 2013 (0Esti mating t h




Economics International, LLC), the Washington Post WORSHIP IN PERSON
(Englund, Mufson, ~ Grandoni, Feb 18, 2021) As we continue to assess and monitor coronavirus data

calculated the loss to be $2.8 billion per day. and the recommendations of local health leaders and then
Two possible solutions include winterizing currentfilter that information through our particular context at St.
and future energy generating systems and sharing oBhilip, we have decided to offer an outdoor worship

electric grid with those in adjacent states service on Sunday as described below qresion daily
(Contdd) prayer service. REGISTRATION IS REQUIRELhe

(Tomlinson, Houston Chronicle, Feb 20,2021). Going Forward task force will continue to review on a
Either solution will probably raise the cost of weekly basis.
electricity. Winterizing our current power plants and
gas pipelines will be expensive; however, not so f AlLY PRAYER SERVICE ,

i . . e invite a limited number of people to atterakison
wind turbines where the cost is an added 10% to th%ur 11:00 a.m. daily prayer service (MeBaayday)

t of the turbine (Douglas, Texas Tribune, Feb 20 : . y_pray , ayaay).
CosS glas, - 1rbune, Feb ZUcyrrently, we have a limit of five persons per day,
2021). Because the Texas electric grid has limitegeginning with Monday's service. Contact Lorrie to sign
connection to the rest of the country, the state isyp.
independent of federal oversight. However, it also
means when our grid goes down, we cannot gePYNDAY WORSHIP SERVICE =
additional electricity from neighboring states. El PasgVé Will offer outdoor worship opportunities on the

church campus on a weekweek basis. Worship services

and Beaumont did not suffer from electrical shortagewi” begin at 9:00 am. Attendance at these services is being

becaus_.e they are not part OT the_Texas grid. Even SHimited to 50 people. Worshipers are asked tg tlgin their
their electricity cost ghnShairS & FEAIRE. W ilSiso hae chiir a’gailaﬁe'
average. Interconnecting our grid with others mayzt the church for those who need them. Worshipers will be
raise the price but could ensure continued power.  spaced on the lawn at appropriate distances. The lawn

Like many monetary decisions we make in ourservice will last about thirty minutes. Registration is
personal lives (medical insurance, long term healtﬁequ”lg>O| ?nd "(;"".Open the '\I/'O”daYI bef%re the serv;]ce; “?}k
. : an be found in pastoral email updates or throug

ﬁi:ls A?S;;?/ngel)o?cr)n\évri pﬁr%eiplggteecrirll;r?at% ?gh (r;ni(\)lgtrg yStPhilip. If the event has reached capacity, the event
: : ’ o ' .~ signup closes.

climate change, is what happened in recent days just g P Link for March 78 click here

oneoff event or something that will occur with i H rrouble with th T ol
reater frequency? These questions will be answerdd/OY nave trouble with the registration or are not oniine,

i%\ the daysq to coyme You gan influence the answer Pé/ase call/text Lorrie Castle (@521244)We will also

by sharing your expérience and suggestions with yoy ave the usual 11:00 service that day, which will continue

elected officials.

5 be online only.

Peacemaking & Social Justice Committee

Mission Centers



https://secure.accessacs.com/access/eventlogin.aspx?id=BmrDeGD1evWU2D6YXAZabg==&site=101882&ReturnUrl=events%2fwz_people.aspx&ChurchID=5189&EventID=204398&sn=101882
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3/1 |Kathryn |Lippincott
3/3 |Brian Webster
3/3 [Tristan Newport
3/4 |Butch Wilson
3/6 |Craig Hill
3/6 |Elaine Rodiek
3/6 |Amy Frautschi
3/7 (Joseph  |[Harwood
3/7 |Sarah Wickes
3/8 |Tom Anderson
3/9 |Susan Leonardson
3/10 |ChristopheNewport
3/12 |Leonardo [Stevenson
3/14 |Bennett |Pepi
3/15 |Cohen Carlin
3/15 [Marcia James
3/16 |Nancy Johnson
Everhart
3/16 |Kathryn |Burkart
3/17 |Melissa  |Aldrich
3/17 [Jennifer |Flowers
3/18 [Bob Ardell
3/18 |Krystal Davis
3/18 |Daniel Flowers
3/20 |Susan Huffman
3/20 |Eric Schroeder
3/20 |Charles |[Womack
3/21 |Ann Anderson
3/24 |Isabella |Ford
3/25 |Sadie Fair
3/25 [James Lewis
3/26 [Emily Estill
3/26 |Paxton  |Lambright
3/26 |Mike Ayers
3/27 |Diana Fields
3/28 |Jacqueline|Taylor
3/28 |Susan Mitchell
3/29 |Sarah Anng-elknor
Ragland
3/29 |Linda Ewing
3/29 |Kenneth |Jeanes
3/30 [Jane Lee
3/30 |Brandon |Brown
3/31 |Ruth Ewing
3/31 |Priscilla  |Angly
3/31 [Jean Nelson

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS
January 2021

Stated Session Meeting via Zoom Videoconferéndamyary 26, 2021

f Session elected Jan Meyer and Bonnie Moore to serve during 2021 on tl
Central Mission Endowment Council and appointed Butch Wilson as the
representative from Session.

1 Minutes of the Congregational Meeting of December 20, 2020 were approve
on behalf of the Congregation.

1 Session approved the 2020 St. Philip Annual Statistical Report for submissic
to the Presbytery of New Covenant and to the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.
Office of the General Assembly.

f Session authorized Treasurer Ada Fuller to take all appropriate action t
request forgiveness of the $124,000 Payroll Protection Plan loan.

f Session approved the 2021 St. Philip budget, totaling $1,670,400.

1 Session approved Kids Meals as the recipient of the March 2@ in€lest
communion offering.

f Session acted to invite Dr. Samuel L. Adams to preach on Sunday, Februa
23t at the 11:00 a.m. service as part of the Duerr Lecture Series, and that tt
sermon be recorded in his hetoen for inclusion in the service.

f Session called the Annual Meeting of the Congregation to be held via Zoor
videoconferencing on Sunday, February 14, 2021, at noon following the
morning worship service.

John A. Lemen, Clerk of Session

MARCH COMMUNION OFFERING
OQur communion offering recipient thi
urban and highly populated areas throughout the US, Houston ranks No.1 in th
nation as having the highest percentage of children living with food insecurity, wit
1 in 4 children not knowing where they will get their next r8esade the onset of
COVID-1 9, and now in the wake of t he
record numbers of hungry preschagéd children in our community who do not
have access to free school lunch programs. With the faithful support of oul
vol unteer s, donors and community par
8 million free healthy meals over the last 14 years and aims to deliver 1.45 milli
meals in 2021.A1 ong wi th meals and hope, K
grocery bags and essential information on-avcamd social services to help
families break the vicious cycle of povdrtyaddition, ourKids Against
Hunger program at St. Philip hastie past and will again pack meals that supply
muchneeded food to Kids Meals familié&u can give securely to the March
Communion Offering througbaintphilip.nedr send a check to the church office,

with o6 Communion Offering" in the me


http://saintphilip.net

n

STORIES BORN FROM can they connect to our lives today? Why does the ongoing
T . human interest in occupation of land and a place to call its
RAUMA: own cause such deep anxiety and hostility toward others.
EXPLORING THE What role have these texts played in the Christian
HISTORICAL BOOKS OF imagination? What can their function be for the Christian

community today?
THE BIBLE ytoday

March 17
The End of the Beginning. Joshua and Judges
you ever wonder why there are books like Joshua and
- Aydges in the Bible? What do we do with the wars of
quest and all the violence? Why is God so often angry?
ere the Israelites really commanded to wipe out an entire

One of the most significant and formative voices in m%.d
faith journey is Dr. Johanna W.H. van Bijs who taught :

Seminary for 40 years. Johanna transformed the way | Vit

m:tlg?g%\ﬁsi;bsl:éxgg ?rl]lggcéhsiig:gct)loogégél beauty of tepopulation? There are texts in the Bible that feel offensive~

i and unchristian to wus. Let
On Wednesday evenings fridarch 1631 at 78pm, we  and learn something from these books, something about the
are excited to welcome Johanna among the St. Phiicient community and about ourselves and our life with
community to lead us through major themes from thgoq.
books of Joshua, Judges, 1 and 2 Samuel, and 1 and 2
Kings, opening texts we may know less about through her
artful, relevant teaching. During the season of Lent, we
make a concerted effort to engage in spiritual discipline
deepen and mature our faith. Taking a deeper dive into
historical books of the Bible is one such faithful Lente
practice.

March 24
The Road to Kingship: 1 & 2 Samuel

I of the books in the Bit
led the Former Prophets. What does it mean that these
ooks are prophetic? Was David a good king or a bad one?
as kingship good for Israel? What do these books tells us

_ _ about good and bad government? If you would like to hear

Read more about the series below, and email me n@dre about the foundational stories in our Bible, come and

keatan@saintphilip.rtetreceive the Zoom link. talk with me about some of the stories in Samuel and the
Grace and peace, road to kingship of the people of the Bible.
Keatan March 31

[ R R K SN A SN N | The Land and its Kings: 1 & 2 Kings
Once upon a time there was an old king who was called
vid and his wise son Solomon who inherited the throne.
ter Israel got its wish and God gave them a king the
institution continued and we will see how it went in this
March 10 sequel. Was Solomon really wise and did he set a good
A People and A Land example? Why did it all come to such a bad end? Could
The stories in the Historical Books JOShua, JUdgeS, Sar@,@ﬂ not have saved the people from ekile?t © s see
and Kings were born out of deep trauma. What began dgn find teaching and guidance for our lives in these old

hope and expectation ended in the loss and devastations@jries about a kingdom far from us in time and space.
exile. What are the main concerns of these stories and how

Based on Johanna's three part book sdriésgple and A
Land, each session will explore one of two texts in detalil
help us become more deeply engaged with the material.

In order to continue our longstanding support of the Brookwood Community, we have kept in pla
our customary order for Easter lilies. They will be delivered to St. Philip to adorn our Sanctuary
our online Easter service. We are working on ways to make lilies safely availablg fangick
enjoyment the following week.

b’ We invite you to contribute to our flower fund and dedicate a lily to someone this Easter. Donatio
may be made for any amount either through our welssitetphilip.net, choosing the Flowers/
Holiday fund option from the menu; or by sending a check to the Church Office. If donating onlin
where the memo line is limited in the number of characters, pieadle Lerrie Castle
(lorrie@saintphilip.net) with the details of your dedication, including your name and the person(s) being honored al
remembered. Similar information should be included with mailed checks. Mailed dedications shouitaeshv29by
Thanks for your help in continuing this holiday tradition!

The list of donors and memorials/honors will appear in the online bulletin and tHeyBHoifowing Easter.


mailto:keatan@saintphilip.net?subject=Stories%20Born%20from%20Trauma
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ZndbpspJQUERyOI5j1PyHalDNW7zdUAO7ig199-h07g8XlIKVD1bgqyF50-o3UAYcd30kW6rP-BM5r1U4395YJRwYFguAG0xdHY1w5vqB335oIQi0qu96EMyECFLkd0Zwqm8kZBVtw1BR96YWIKptzQ1-tcIKtKkCurzDIW1AX1leKESfF4RmQuyjMx1pwSFrK36g8B4adgjo0vd9HNIJ7q5eO7Ssx0dLG8Q
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ZndbpspJQUERyOI5j1PyHalDNW7zdUAO7ig199-h07g8XlIKVD1bgqyF50-o3UAYcd30kW6rP-BM5r1U4395YJRwYFguAG0xdHY1w5vqB335oIQi0qu96EMyECFLkd0Zwqm8kZBVtw1BR96YWIKptzQ1-tcIKtKkCurzDIW1AX1leKESfF4RmQuyjMx1pwSFrK36g8B4adgjo0vd9HNIJ7q5eO7Ssx0dLG8Q

WHO'S ZOOMING WHOM? PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN

A few of the groups at St. Philip continue to meet during CIRCLE MEETINGS

this time via Zoom and other video conference sétvices All women of the church are invited to join any of the
the session has had meetings, book club, churchmeetings of Presbyterian Women. The meetings are
committees and Church and Society. We even haveirtual, and a Zoom link is sent to all P.W. members of
Sunday Coffee Hour. If you would like to participate in each circlelf you are not a member of a circle, you are

future meetings, pl ease ¢ welcomectd participate, s@ plgasecemail ilt@rmecriest g r
leader. the link welcome@saintphilip.net

SUNDAY COFFEE HOUR A Gather with fellow St. Monday Morning Saints

Philipians to talk about the sermons, hear about their week Second Monday of each manth0:00 a.m.

and what helped them get through the week. The Coffee
Hour begins after the closing voluntary. Email Lorrie
Castle abrrie@saintphilip.néd be added to the list.

WOMENGSS MONTHLY BOOHs selGL UB Thursday Evening Circle
led, interactive group produces lively discussions and 1st Thursday of each mofiti@:00 p.m.
wonderful fellowship. Our next meeting iglarch 1lat 7

p.m. when we will be discussing Catfishing on CatNet by

Sunday Circle
3rd Sunday of each moftii2:30 p.m.

Naomi Kritzer. Contacto Sar ah OdDel | for Zoom | ink

sarah.odell6@gmail.com AER After pausing implementation of the
<
?~

Neighborhood Gatherings in
‘*; February, the Fellowship
: Committee is beginning again! We

MIDWEEK BIBLE STUuDY WITH JOHN
WURSTERA A look at the Bible readings for the w
coming Sunday meets on Wednesday at 9:30 a.m. o - ! 4
3:30 p.m. Email John for details and to get on the 48 a;eMproﬁee?hn? qU_”ngfth_?_tfl:St V\;eek
ist-i i ilio. of March with training facilitators for
list - john@saintphilip.net THGETHER

PRESBYTERI AN MENG&S WEEKLY FELLOWSH hn%soeura?r?nu‘) tgatﬁ'fg'fgzheaét o
Men of all ages are welcome to participate in thledself occasions when we can megt %fel with each other again!
group. The Mends Weekly Fe??ows%i p mee?syeac% II'Eer |9da
via Zoom at noon. Please contact Gary Gardner at Ruthie Waldrop, Fellowship Committee chair
ggardnel48@aol.cahyou would like to join or know the
current material they are discussing.

CHURCH & SOCIETY fi 9:30 a.m. via Zoom-
March 7 - The Financial and Economic Roots of the MEDICAL EQUIPMENT
Climate EmergencyHow the dynamics and priorities of
our economy, especially the financial sector, are the k
drivers of the climate emergenciPresented by Pamela
Haines- Quaker Earthcare Witness, authoMainey and

Soul Toward a Right Relationship with Finance, Interestﬁ%%b

Growth, and SecudhEv en t hough wedv & év\ﬁ]lease refurn it to 'hhe church. Upon recent review
' g of tﬁ'e éaelrchai , V\?eVY'nave f’}-:-grned that many of the
economic system that works for everybody, we hold to ou

deepest beliefsthat greed is not the source of Wwelhg, Wheels are drptted.  If you would be willing to come in

and that unbridled growth comes at the expense of thedurlng business hours g

. ; . , i o
pl anet 0 sMaichm t4e GeniortRides @nd Mére ﬁ]\;glrl:g[te ftgf '::hr:ealrrse' Isaef er;:nhe ) " 19
Central Mission Endowment Fund grant recipient arts. and chanpe the / 2R A
presented by Debby Posso, Executive Director of Seniof ' 9

. . ; . out ,please let Lorrie Cast
Rides and MoreEmail Mickey Meyers if you vyould know in the office at 71622
like to join any of the classfes

: 4807 orlorrie@saintphilip.net
mmegmb3@gmail.com Additionally, if you have
medical equipment you wish
donate to the church pleag
contact her. We are current
seeking a walker like the off™
pictured here for a larger
person.

Thanks to the goodness of members of the church, we

ave a supply of shower chairs, potty chairs, walkers,
wheelchairs, crutches and scooters that we can loan to
ers. If you have borrowed equipment and no longer
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